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A bridle forthe Times. 
A Diſcourſe tending to Still the Mar- 


muring, to Settle the Wavering, to Stay 


the W andring. to Strevgthen ithe 
Faintivg. 


> ASit was delivered to the Church of Gop at 
Great YARMOUTH, Anno 1643. 
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By JoHNn BRINSLEY, Miniſter of the Word there, 
And now publiſhed as a proper Antidote againſt the pre- 
ſent Epidemicall __ of the Times, 
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Ex0O D. 14.13 


Feare yee not, | Stand-ſtill ] and ſee the floats of the Lord, 
which he will ſhew nnto you this day. 
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TOMY 
EVER HONOURED 
ND 
WORTHY FRIENDS 
"The Baliffes, Alderinen, Burgeſſes, and 


Commonalty of' the Towae of 
great YARRMOUTH. 


(Much'eſteemed in the Lord ) 
Heſe Meditations, when firſ# delivered it au. 54 3+ 
| your bearing I am ſure they were then ſealo- 

nable; would to God they were not too much 
ſo now that they are preſentedto a publick view. A 
foure-fold Evill 1 then obſerved, ( I wiſh they 
were not all ſtill too obſercv 1ble;) which the times in- 

clined and diſpoſed multitudes ynto, viz. Murmu- 

ring, Wavering, Wandring, Fainting. My de- 
fire and defigng in the following diſcourſe was to 
weet with them all, by ſuggeſting ſuch _ 4s 
might be proper for each. Poſſibly my right inten. 
tions berein (as in Preaching 0 in Pu liſhing) 
may at ſome hands meet with fniſter acceptations; 
But this I weigh not, my ey: being more upon doing 
AY. of 


Tog'1.12. 


he Epiſtle. 
of good, then receiving of thankes. Myy the(z 
my poore labours bee any wayes ſerviceable to thy 
Church ( for whoſe Peace I am as willing to be [g. 
crificed, as Jens was tobe caſt over-board, for the 
laying of that ftorme which indangered the Ship 
rwherein bimſelfe was a Paſſenger) I ſhall account 
it recompence ſufficient. In the hopes whereof, with 
my Prayers for you; that hee who 1s of power to 
ſtabliſh you would both make and keep you 
Rable in theſe unſtable times I ſhall learve them with 
you, andreſs 


Yarmouth, 
Zuba +I 647» 


Yourunworthiy ſeryant 
in. our Lord, Jobs *Brinſley. 


STAND 


STAND STILL 
A bridle for the Times, &c. 
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ExX0D.14.13. [Stand fill ; } 


= —_74d,] This word in the mouth of a Seuldi- 
SI VVI cr is a word of Commend, And fo ſhall we 

NY find it in the mouth of Moſes here in my 
| Text : A Word of Command direfted 
=IY by this mes of warre , this truely vali- 
ant and noble General, to the Hoaſt of IſFaelat the Red- 
Sea, ordevimgthem what to doe in that great ſtrait where- 
into God had then brought them. State, Conſiſtite, Stand, 
8:avd-ftill, A word inthe fignification of ir large , and 
comprehenſive : Here ( as-I conceive) importing theſe 
foure things , which I ſhall expreſle unto you in foure 
words. Stavd-ftill, Firſt, not Adurmwuring : Secondly, 
not Wavering : Thirdly, not Flying : Fourthly,not Fight- 
ize, Not murmuring, hold your Texeves ſtill : not wave- 
ring, hold your Hearts ſtill: not flying, hold your Fees 
ſtil! : not fighting, hold your Hands ſtill, With an eye 
to all, andevery of theſe (as I conceive) Moſes here ſpea- 
keth tothe people, both counſeling and 6harging them to 
Srand-ftill. A. 3 Firſt, 


Stand Rt; 


2 Stand ſtill: or} 
*% Firſt, Holding their Tong wes (til, not IMurmurine; 
"g 
Murmur- This at the prefent they did. Their hearts being filled 
withthe wind of inordinate feare, their 79ngues began to 
walke, and Runue, Even as 4/ap4 faith of fooliſhand wis- 
al, 72-9- Ghedmen, Pſal. 73. They ſet their mouth againſt the htavey, 
and their tongaewalketh throng hthe earth; fo was it here, 
Theſe mutinous Iſtaclites in that diſtemperedPaſſion of 
cbeirs, they began'to ſer their mouth againſt the heaven, 
Murmuring againft God himſelfe 3 and their Tongue wal- 
&:d through th: ear; , ranning Riot againſt Moſes and 
hers , whom they looked at asthe chtefe Inſtruments 
of their preſent woe. In reference to this diftem- 
per, and misbebaviour of theirs, Moſes here biddeth 
enem $:avd ſtill, hold their tongues till, Sothe latter part 
of the verſe following may ſeeme to explaine it 3 where 
Moſes mindeth them of hoidingtheir =_ , and (as the 
od Tranflation readeth it ) chargeth them fo to doe, 
The Lord foall fight for you ,, therefore bold you yoar peace ; 
that is,ceaſe to mermur againſt God,and me. 
Secondly, Keeping their Tongues ſtill, he would have 
br Waver- them alfo to keepe their hearts Rill 3 that: forbearing to 
murmur , they ſhould not give way to waveritg. Stand 
fii8, not d1bting,not wavering, So luniws here expounds 
the Phraſe; Conſpſtite, Stand ſtill, that is (ſaithhe ) Ne 
commyeamini, ac fluctuets animo, Be yee not inordinate- 
ly moved, or ſtirred, benot wavering-minded, but Spe fir- 
m4 opew Domini expettate, quietly, and confidently wait 
upon your God for his ſalvation, his deliverance, S:and. 
ing, it is a waiting Poſture. Davids Courtiers adviſing 
the King their Maſter to make choice of a Damoſell that 
might wait upon him in his decrepit age , Let there bee 
fought for my Lord the King (lay they) 4 yonng virgin , and 
Ger bor-( fund) defire 1's Kings And: tothe Queeae of 
| ; ha 


Ot 


A Bridle for the Times. J | 

Shebs ſpeaking of ga/omens attendants , Happy ( ſaith ; va 
ſhee) —_ _ and happy ar ethy - — — 

enttunally Lefore thee, By way of alluſion whereunto, 

Gods Minifters who are ſervants to him in ordinary, ha- 

ving a more conſtant and immediate attendance upon 

him in regard of their office, they are ſaid to fard before 

him, The Lord hath choſen you ts ſtand before bim, (ſaith | 

Hezekiah to the-Levites) ze yee the Lordall yee ſer- 2 Chr.2g.u15 

wants of the Lord, which by night ſtand in the Houſe of the Met 
Lord, ( ſaith David ſpeaking of the ſame Priefts and Le- | 
wites,) ftandine, it is awaiting poſture, and a poſture of 
Confidence, in both which reſpe&s this geſture is ſome- 
times uſed in Prayer, not without our Saviours owne al- 
lowance; when yee ſtand Praying, (ith he) forgive &c. 
A geſture not unſuitabletorhe ation of Prayer, where- 
in the ſoule is to were upon God, and that with an holy 
confidence, both of them imported and ſignified by this | 
poſture. And thus would Afeſes here in the Text have | 
the Iſraclites to waite upon their God, to waite upon 
him, and that with an holy aff7avce and confidence, not 
doubting, not wavering, and therefore be ſaithunto them, 
ſtand fill, 

Thirdly, Holding their To9#g»es and their Hearts (till, 
he would have them alſo to hold their Fees ſtill, fand, N* Fyings 
#.c, not Flying, Sothe word is commonly uſed, fanding 
put in oppolition to Flying, the Prophet. Nahum ſpca» 
king of - Niwevehs flying before their Enemies, They | 
ſhall flie ewsy, (faith he). ſtand, favd ſhall they crie, but none * Nats: 

ſhall looke backe. This were the 1ſraelztes at this time rea- 
dy to do; Their hearts failing them,they were ready to 
fliebefore their Enemies. In reference hereunto «Moſes 
ſpeakes untothem as a reſolute Commander to his faint- 
hearted Souldiers, bidding them fand, not flying om the 
Enemy, 


Mar.r1.ax, | 


= 


4 Srand ſtil: or, 
Enemy, much lefſe flying ro him. This ſome of them 
had intheir thoughts todo, and they wereeven readieto 
doe it, to returne and yeeld up themſelves to the mercie 
of the Enemie, taking ſuch quarter as he would afford 
them. In reference hereunto alſo Moſts bids them fand, 
_— ſill, not flying from the Enemy, much lefſe flying 
fo him, 

6 Fourthly, Inthe fourth and laft place, holding their 
or Fighting Towgues and Hearts and Feet till, he bids them alſe hold 
their Hands (till, not Murmuring, not Wavering, not 
Flying he tels them they ſhould not need to fg bz neither. 
So Maſter Calvin here conftrueth the phraſe, Yerbo 
ſtandi vult quietos manere, Bidding them ſtand fif(faith 
he) he wils them to veft themſebues quiet, as if he had ſaid, 
there ſhall be noneed for any of you to ftirre a hand, to move 
a fingar imnthis ſervice z, fland you fill, God will doe the 
worke for you, and without you, And this expoſition 
the verſe following ſeemeth to countenance, where Moſes 
tels them, The Lord ſhall fig ht for you, and you ſhall hold 
your Peace, ye ſhall be filent, ceaſing, as from ſpeaking, ſo 
from 4vi»s any thing in this buſineſſe 3 fo that phraſe is 
ſometimes uſed, being applied to a#i9xs as well as words. 
83.1 + Keeppot filence O God, (ſaith the Plalmiſt) Hold wor thy 
| * Peace, and be not ſtil, Plal.83. Þ have a long time boldev my 
Peace, {(aith the Lord) 1 havebeen ftill, and refrained my 
ſelfe, IL. 42. refrained my felfe, vis, from taking ven- 
ance upon mine Enemies ; which when God doth 
Dibearingro uniſh them, then hee is ſaidto ho/d bs 
peace, and fit ftill, Ina like ſenſe not improperly may 
0m np there to =_ unto the people, y*e 
ſhall hold 3 of ggras i.e, yee ſhall not ſtrike a blow, nor 
2w 2 (word, nor lift up a hand , 1:t God alone with 
the worke, fandyer fil, 


. 41,14 


Put 
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Put theſe foure together, and you have (as I conceive) 
the full latitudeof the word, as here it is uſed, Sand yee 
fill (faith Moſes) tothe people 3 nat Marmwuring ; not 
Wavering-, not Flying ;, not Fighting, Never a one of 
theſe but will afford us ſomewhat for our InſtruQion, I 
ſhall rouch upon them ſeverally by way of 1{aftratiow, 
Application. 


Stand ſtill, uot Murmuring, 


Firſt, Stand ſtill, not AMnrmuring, whether againſt I; 
God or me, This corruptnature is very prone , and readie Crrupr nee” 
| to doe, to murmur againſt God, and Swperiours,thoſe whom ms 76 

God hath ſet over us,. and made his- Ainifters for our Rew.13-4+ 
good. To make good this charge, we ſhall need no other 
evidence, or inſtance, bur this of the 1ſraelites , whom if 
we follow in their march through the wilderneſle , wee 
ſhall rake them murmuring no leſſe then cight ſeverall 
times, (beſides that in the Text) againſt God, and his ſer» 
vant Moſes, Looking upon them , ſtand not to wonder 
at their wawardneſfe, and forwardneſle, but rather refle& 
upon our ſelves; in this Glaſſe beholding our owne fa- 
ces, taking notice how prone our corrupt nature is to 
fall intothis diftemper upon all occaſions. This weare 
prone, 2nd ready to doe; but this we may not doe : Sand 
fill, faith Moſes unto them, willing them not to give- 
way toany diſcontented Paſſ10ns thar might cauſe them 
1 tO murmur, 

A Leſſen for all the Lords people , the 1Paclof God, = 
reaching them what todoe, ( er rather what not to oe ) Don— 
in all their firaits and difficulties, viz. Stand till, not Mur- muſt Stand 
murine. It is Pauls advice and charge to his Corimtbians, fill, ave mare! 
1 Cor. 10. Neither murmur yee , as ſomeof them alſomur- {Carta 
mured; ſome of the /ſraclites in the wilderneſle, [ 

4 RB. | | | 
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6s Stand ſtil: or, 

tow did they murmur> Why , upon all occafionsthey 
were diſcontented, and diſpleaſed with Gods adminiſtra- 
rions, and dealings with them z and withall, ready to vent 
their diſcontents , exprefling them both in werds and 


' The Ifrachres deeds. As for inſtance: In cate, 1. They wanted ſomething 


« 0 OO 


— 


' .murmuring in which they would have : 2, Liked not what they had : 


in four cales, 2 Met with ſorze dar7'15 , difficulties , diſcouragements : 

4. Saw aheys honoured, and preferred before tbemſclues. 

Inall, andevery of theſe caſes , we ſhall find their ſpirits 

(likethe Sea in this Winter ſcaſon) preſently Rirred,and 

their Towgucs ready to pumpe out the ſecret diſcontents 

of their hearts, in quarrelzng with , and murmuring a- 

painft God and his ſervant Afoſes, Take a briefe view of 
particulars, 

_ Firſt, In caſe they wanted ſomewhat that they would 

For want of Have. Thus we find them thrice murmuring for water, 

—_— viz, once in the wilder nefie of 5 bur, Exod. 15, A ſecond 

RR time at Rephidim , afterwards called Maſſa and Meriba, 


| Exod.15.22: from their frivings, Exod, 17. A thirdtime inthe De- 


7 


Na, 


24+ * ſert of finne, Numb. 20. Twice for Food, viz. once for 

neg /nas/4 aw? 16, once for Fk ſb, Numb. 11. and every 
No9-16.2- time ready to fall foule upon Moſcs. 

2. "w Secondly, In caſe they liked not what they had, Thus 

The diſlike of being cloyed with their-Mannab, they nauſeate and loath 

»har they bad. [4 2nd loathing it, fallro murmur againſt God, and his 

ſervant Moſes, for not making them better proviſion. 


| Numb. 21.5, They ſpeake againſt God, and againſt Moſes, ayin 3 Where- 


' 
' 


= 


fere have yee brought u4 out of «Agypt to aye in ihe milder- 
nefſe ? Here i« neither Bread nor watt, and our ſoule louhfuh 
this Mannah, this Light-Bread, Numb. 21, 
J-- . 3+ Incaſethey met with any danger, (thus inthe Text) 
—_— any difficulties or diſcouragement, Thus at thereturne of 
difiiculrics. their Spies, making a diſcouraging report tothem of = 
; | - 


» 


pO TORS, 0” TIO 


£D.A©AKE-...-- > 


Corimbians, and this is mine = you at the preſent, 
. 2: 
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good Land which they had taken a view of, repreſenting 

rothem a great deale of difficultic in the conqueſt of it, \.._., 
hereupon they fall foule upon Moſes and Aarop,and upon ,,co..  * 
Caleb and Ioſhvah , ready to Caſhire the one, and to 

ſtone the other, and ſo to create a new General,that might 

condu®t them back againe into «&gyp#, of all which you 

may read, N #6, 1 4. 

Fourthly , Seeing others honoured ana preferred befare Ws + 
themſelves, This was the ground of that grand Rebe{ion, refund be- 
or Sedition, rayſed by Korah and his Confederates , thoſe tore thiſelves. 
two hundred and fiftie Captaines, or Princes of the Aſſem- Numb,162;3 
bly, (as they are called ) i.e. Chiefe Senators , principall 4t- 
Stateſ-men , Famous in the Congregation, men of renowne 
of which you may read, Numb, 16. Theſe combine, and 
make head again(t Moſes & Aaron, whom they maligned 
and envied,onely for their promotions and prefermemnts, 
that they ſhould be in any thing preferred before them- 
ſelves. Hereupon they charge them to be too Pragmart- 
call, too buſie, to uſurpe and arrogate to themſelves more 
then was their due ; Tee take tos much upen you [ering all the 
Congregation i holy, v. 3. And afterwards , when God 
had madethe chicke AQors inthat Conſpiracy exem- 
plary,by cauſing the Zarth totake vengeance upon ſome, 
and the Fre to doe execution upon others of them, the 
next day the people begin to take up the quarrell afreſh, 
making a freſh charge vpon Moſes and Haron, calling 
them to account for the diſaſter of the day paſt, chargi 
all that Bloodupon their heads. On the morrow all the chi 
dren of Iſrael murmured againſt Moſes, and againſt Aaron, 

ſaying , Ye have killed the People of the Lord, v, 41. Thus 
did ſome of thew murmur. But take wee heed that none 
of us thus wwrmur, This is Paws connſell to his 


— - _ 


'$ Stand ſtill : or, 
and T beſeech you in the feare of God to hearken to 
it. 

| Applic. . Thulttw not marmar. A piece of counſell (I think) 
Ler nor us never more ſeaſonable. Afurmurings , I ſuppole they 
j mm  wererevermorerife; and it may be others may thinke 
{ Grounds of . they were rever morejaſt then at this day, It cannot be 
ne gong *- denycd, many e/-ſ{:n75 at the preſent we ( or at leaſt our 
4 compared with Brethr en) want, W hich formerly weand they have enJoy- 
{ Wracls inthe eq, w4z, Peace and Plemtie , and Libertie, Abundance of 
| om outward comforts and contentments 3 And many Preſ- 
| ſeres and Burdens wee now lye under , which hereto- 
| fore we have not bceve acquainted with ; And this cau- 
| ſeth murmurings in ſome : Some Bleſfings wee have,and 
thoſe choice ones, ( ſo our Fathers would have thought 
; them) which yet ſome are diſcontented with , and weary 
| of 3 That cauſeth murmuring in them. Many davgers 
j and &ifficalties, and d:ſcouragements are dayly repreſented 
| unto us for us to encounter with 3 And thoſe cauſe mur- 
murings in others : And ſome there are,who thinke that 
Moſes and CA arow take too much wpon them, not ſparing to 
impute all our diſaſters tothe evill counſells of Superi- 
' 8#r5,, upon their heads , charging all the B/oo#that hath 
beene fhed in this Yncivill and Yaunaturall Warre 5, And 
that cauſeth murmuring in them. Thus, whatever 
cauſe or grounds of murmuring the /ſ-ae/ites in the wil- 
C4 derneſle pretended to have, the ſame with like pretext , 
! may be thought to be found amongſt us at this day: Soas 
l Aurmearing-Spirits may ſeeme to want no fewell to feed 
the fire of their preſent diſcontents, and to make it break 

 forthintoopen How But this let us beware of, 
FINE Take we heed how we quarrell with Gods diſpenſati- 


I 


q 


. 
. 


Tp.xartyr.cow, CNS and dealings with us, or proceedings towards us , 
(in Cor-1,10.9. (for that is properly Marmaring, ( as Þ. Martyr —_ _ 
A ibes 


Y 


— 
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ſcribes it) Quefimonia de Adminiftratione Dei, 4 
quarrelling with Gods Adminiſtratio, an inward diſcon- 
rent, outwardly expreſſed by words or ations , againſt 
Gods dealings with our ſelves or others.) And of this 
murmuring take we heed, 

Firſt, To ſeconthe Councell : Confider wee (in the wore.r, 
firſt place) 4g4i»ft whorn it is that we murmure : Againſt Conſider a- * 
whom haſt thou exalted thy woice, and lified up thine eyes on PER " 
high? It is the Lords ſpeech to, and concerning that wurmure,vie, 
proud Senacharib, I{.37. Let it be ſpoken tous, . to alj Cod bimſelle, 
I meane that ſtand guilty of this ſinne of Murmuring ) 3" 3 
Againſt wkom is it that we riſe up ? Is it againſt the 
boly one of Iſrael ? what doe we {et our mouth or heart a- 
gainſt the Heavens, quarrelling with divine diſpenſati- 
ons, murmuring againſt Gods proceedings? It ſoz Alas 
whoor what are wee that we ſhould dare to quarrell with 
that God in whoſe hands we are, as Clay in the hands of the gm g.2e. 
Potier ? Who art thou © man that seplieſt againſt God ? 

( that quarrelieſt with him (faith the Apoſtle) ſhall rhe 
thing formed [ay to him that formed it, why haſt thou made 
meethus? Rom.g. However God be pleaſed to deale 
with us, what ever his Adminiſtrations be towards our 
ſelves or others, yet who, or what are wee that we ſhould 
dare to murmure againſt him ? : 

I know what will kere preſently be replied. It isnot 09+ 

againſt God that wee murmure. Againſt whom then 2 - urmue 


X aint 
Why againſt thoſe whomwe apprekend to have beene, Ged, bur In- 
or like to beet! c 1»ſ{rwments of our woe ? ftruments, $u- 


periours. 


Firſt, And who, or what are they? It is CHoſes his Anſ.x 
Interrogatory to theſe murmuring Iſraelites, when they Taketiced of | 
were murmvring againſt 4aros and himſelte, Exod. 16, Turmuring &: 
7. And what are wee (ſaith he) that yee murmare againſt *;... "PE: 
«s > SoI may here ſay; Thoſe whom wee looke at = Exod, 16,74 

B 3 0 


16 Stand ſtill: or, 
ſo evill an eye, apprehending them as Inſtruments of 
our woe : who are they, or what are they that wee ſhould 
Being ſer over Murmure againſt them ? Are they ſuch as are called, and 
|} ws by God: ſet over us by God, by him appointed and commiſfio- 
h natedto goe before us, and with all ſuch as deſire toap- 
prove themſelves faithful, faithfull both to God and us, 
in ſeeking his Glory and our good? In this caſe if the ſuc- 
ceſle of their indeavours doe not anſwer their deſires, 
and our expeQations, take we heed how we dare to mur- 
mure againſt them ; which if we doe, 
2. Secondly, Conſider ( in the ſecond place) that God 
God is ſenli- will be very ſenſible of this Aurmuring, ſo much Moſes 
bleofthisMUt- rols the people in the 7 and 8 ver, of the Chapt. laſt 
muring. , , 
| 23x04.15.2.12, named, The Lord heareth your marmarings. There is 
not a murmuring word that paſſeth out of the mouth, 
| nor yet a murmuring thought that riſeth up in the heart 
againſt any Inſtruments imploied by God for our good, 
but hetaketh notice of it, and is very ſenſible of it. 
q! 


. 
o_— ———. 2 - 


= Thirdly, I, fo ſenſible (in the third place) as that hee 
Hee raketh ic taketh it as done to himſelfe 5; your murmuring s,{aith Mo- 


pe ae ſes inthe place forenamed) they. are not againſt ws, but «- 


Ibid. v.8, gainſtthe Lord, Sucha reſpe& hath God unto his Off- 
cers, his Miniſters, whom he imployerh in any ſpeciall 
ſervice for him ; that what is done to them, ( whether 
for them or againſt them ) he taketh it as done unto: im- 
ſeie; So it is in the caſe of Murmurings: The Lord 
haareth your murmurings which you murmare againſi him, 
(faith Moſes there) Their Mwrmwrings theretbey were 
diteQed and aimed immediately at Moſes and Aaron; I 
but they rebounded, and refleed upon God, wounding 
him through their fades. 

+ Fourthly, And thus taking it, (in the fourth place) 
Goawillun beareit; however not ever beare it, True it 
weder - hs | , Is 


: 
Ls 
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is, ſuch is his long ſufferance and patience, thatſome. 

times he beares and beares mach, with the Infirmitics 

of his people in this kinde. This we ſce in theſe [ſrae- 

lites, whilelt they murmured for bread and water, (as one 

well notes upon that, 1 Cor.10, 10.) rhings neceſſary for 27. com. ad 
their ſuſtentation , God beares with their /»firmitie, "* 
paſſing it by without any remarkable Judgement, But 

when they goe on ſtill to provoke him in that kinde, 

withall, adding contamacy to their ſinnez murmuring 

not ſo much out of wart as wantonneſſe, This was the Specially if 
caſe when they murmured for Fleſh, for Quailes; Not wanton mar- 
contented with the Commons which God had allowed ings. 
them, (though Angels food, Man did eat the bread of An- 
gels, (faith the Pſalmiſt) Bread given from Heaven, and 
brought to them by the miniſterie of Angels,cven as E- r King ry.6, 
lias his Bread was by the miniſterie of Ravens ; I, and 

ſuch bread as if the Avgels would have had bread to car, 

they could have eaten no better) they would have more 

full tables, and more delicate tare, In this cafe God 

would not beare with it. 

Much lefle when their murmurings were out of Envy | . 

and Malice, That was the caſe when Korah and his Cen- — 
federates ſo ſeditiouſly roſe up againſt Moſes and Aaron; 

That was the caſe when the whole Body of the CArmy (1- 

ding with thoſe wicked Spies, and giving credit to their 

falſe reports, they were ready to x. up ſtones againſt 

Caleb and Toſbuah, making head againſt their Governors. 

Here their murmurings were not out of weakneſſe, but 
wilfalzefſe; murmurings not of ſ»firmitie, but Contu- 

macie, having a tinure of alice in them : Now ſuch 
murmurings God will not beare with. Read we butt! e 

ſtories, & we ſhall ſee how ſeverelyGod dealt with them 

in theſe caſes 3 what exemplarie vengeance heetook up- 
on 
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Bxemplaric On theſe their comtumacious, wanton , enview , maliciew 

JenGon cs Murmurings. When the People became marmurers, ( ſaith 
pon the . s 

Ifraclices for the Text in that 11 Numb.) 4.e..contumacious murmu- 

= murmu- rers, CONquerentes injuſte, u#juſt Complainers, (as the O- 

_- "_ riginall hath it )not contented with Gods allowance, bur 

ewe Qquarrelling with his adminiſtrations : This diþleaſed the 

Zord, malum fuit in auribus Domini, /t was very ev;ll 

in the eares of God, and therefore his wrath was kin- 

dled, andthe fire of the Lord burnt among ft them, ( the fire 

of the Lord, #.e. a fire ſent from the Lord, or a vehement 

and terrible fire, as rhat Hebrew phraſe often ſignifi- 

eth ) which conſumed the utmoſt part of the Hoaſts, Thus 

| dealt the Lord with thoſe wanton mmurmurers, who would 

not beat his finding; being weary of their Mannah they 

would have fleſb: God giveth them their /9nging, bur 

withall he ſends a Carſe and a Plague with it ,, ſo you 

| Numb.11.33- have it "in the cloſe of that ſame Chapt. ver. 33.” While 

the fleſh was between their teeth, yer it was chewed the wrath 

ef the Lord was kindled againſt the People, and the Lord 

ſmote them with a wery great Plague, And for the 


: 


| 
| | Numb:21-6. "7; me cauſe hee ſent the feerie Serpents amongſt them, 
| (Numb. 21. How he dealt with that ſed:tiom: conſederacie, 
' Numb, 16.31, Korah, and his company, the ſtorie is well knowne, The 
34 Earth (wallowethup ſomeof them, andthe Fire conſu- 
ſ meth the reſt : And as forthe people who took up their 
* quarrell the next dsy, no leſſe then fowrteeen thouſand and 


| Fol-49, ſeven hundredof them arc ſwept away. with the Plague, 
(| As. for thoſe wicked. Spies, and that - Rebellions rout 
J's which ſided with them, God ſufferedthem not to goun- 


1 _M 
| puniſhed. They. were..all of them. by bittle and little 

| -— conſumed in the Wilderneſſe; not one of them entred 

into Canaan, but were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer, (as the 

| 3 Co6,10.10 Apoſtle hath it ) Thus d1d God make them . Exemplarie 

IC MALL Uh ) 4-81 = 
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to ns, that we might heave, and feare, and take heed of 
committing the like wickednefle. Theſe things were our , c,, ,, 5 
Examples, ((aith the Apoſtle) 0 the intent that we ſhould 

not luſt as they luſted, nor yet murmure as they murmured ; 

which if we ſhall dare to doe, doe not thinke that God 

will beare with it in us more then inthem : ſpecially if 

we murmure as they murmured, Contumaciouſly, Wan- 

ronly, Enviouſly, Maliciouſly. 

And are there not ſuch murmurings to bee found a- Snch murmu- 
mongſt ſome of us ( my Brethren ) at this day ? Mur- rings tobe 
murings not of 1»firmitie, but Contamacie we murmnre, us. * 
and wherefore is it : not for Bread and Water, ( Bleſſed wanton mur: 
be God we are not yet reduced to that neceflitie, though ""05* 
it may bee many of our Brethren are. ) It is not 
for any neceſſaries* whether for Body or Sole, but for 
Flejb, tor Quailes, It may be ſome of us want what wee 
would have, and formerly what we have had, and herein 
we cannot indure to be abridged and cut ſhort z or clfe 
welike not what we have, and ſo murmure for a change 
of conditionz wanton murmurings. In ſome of us (it pyyjousmatis 
may be) Enviow and Maliciow murmurings : Murmu- cious murmu- 
rings againſt the Caliings of ſome, and Perſons of others, "5% 
whom weenvie and maligne, and that for noother cauſe, 
but for ſome ſpeciall honours which God himſelfe 
hath put upon them ; Our murmurings againſt the 
waies of God, againſt which we are op through 
the cvill reports that ſome ——— have brought 
uponthem: Or (r0 come neerer and there not murmu- 
rings tobe found amongſt ſome of us riſing chiefly from 
this ground ? we are afraid left we ſhall not have the 
like licexce, the ike /:bertie for our l»fts that formerly 
we have had, but that we ſhall be more ffrait/aced that 
way then heretofore wehave been, This it wasthat w_ 
tated 


| 


| 


| 


1 Cor.10,10, 
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a Cor.4.21, 


Ezck,20.37. 
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tated and ſtirred up ſome of the Corintbians againſt 
Paul, occaſioning their maymurings againſt him, ( 25s P, 
Martyr notes upon that, x Cor.10.10., ( Vinccbantur 
impatientia Diſciplinz, Their ſpirirs world not ſloop to 
Pauls Diſcipline. They being looſe themſelves thoughr 
him too ſtri, and thereupon did in a manner preferre 
the falſe Jpoſtles before him ; they would give them thax 
libertie, that licence, allow them that latitude in their 
walkings that Paul would not. And is not this the caſe 
of ſome amongſt us at this day > doe not their murmu- 
rings ſpring from the ſame root ? they cannot indure 
Pauls Diſcipline ;, the very ſhaking of Pans Roda over 
them (that Redde which he telleth his Corinthians of, 
I Cor,4. what will yee, ſhall I come unto you with a Rod?) 
this afrights, and terrifies them. They cannot indure 6 
much as to heare of a Rodae, under which they muſt 
Paſſe, that they may be browght into the bond of the Cove- 
nant, Thevery name of Diſcipline, and noife of Refor- 
mation ſounds fo harſh in their Faves, that it even ſets 
their teeth on edge, ( as ſome harſh ſounds ſometimes 
uſe to doe) ſoas they are cven ready to g#uaſh them a- 
gainſt all thoſe whom they looke upon as Inſtrumentall 
in this worke : Now are our mwrmarings ſuch ? Contu- 
macious, Wanton, eMaliciow, Enviow Murmurings ? 
ſurely theſe God will not beare with 3 And therefore in 
the feare of God, take wee heed all of us how we give 
way tothem, which that we may not doe : Giveway to 
the Counſe# and Charge here given by Moſes unto the 
People of /ſrael, when they were in a condition not un- 
like unto ours at this day. Sad wee fill, 


Take weheed Mot marmaring againſt God, not quarrelling with bis 


A Gods Adminiſtrations and dealings, whether with our ſelves 


or Brethren, which if we doe, ( yet to put a little more 
ftrength to it)know we, Firſt, 


A *Dridle for the Times. Wy 

Firſt, (In the firſt place) This will bethe next way to The nexe way 
blaſt all the mercies which wee have, what was it that —_ 
tainted the Iſraclites Quailes? fo as (though inthem- we bave, 
ſelves both toothſome and wholeſome, delicious food, 
yet) to them they proved pernicious, ſurfeiting and 
poiſoning of their bodies ; Inſomuch that what they put 
in at their mouths came out at their noſthrils, becomm_ng 
moſt loathſome unto them ? why, it was their murmyu- 
ring which had blewes upon thern, and cauſed God to 
blow upon them. They deſpiſed the Lord which was a. Numb. 11.20, 
wong ſt them, (asthe Lord bids ſes tell them) mur- 
muring againſt him, not contented with his allowance ; 
and that turned this Blef:»g into a Curſe, 

Againe ſecondly, This is the next way to keep off the 2+ 
mwercies which we want, and would have, VVhat was it ——_ 
that kept the old fock of 1ſraelites, even all that cameout mercics we 
of «Sept, from entering into Canaan ? Not one entred *%!d hare. 
in but Joſhna and Caleb, not one of them received the 
promiſe. Ir was their Marmuring, AMurmarings upou 
Earth will cauſe Repentings in Heaven, making void promi- 
ſes, keeping off Mercies, at leaſt retarding and delaying 
them, What was it that made the Iſraelites march in the 
Wilderseſſe fo long, ſo tedious unto them, keeping 
them there for ſo many yeares, when asthey might . 
diſpatched it inas few dayes ? It was their murmuring, 
which Kill ſet backwards the work when it was in a good 
forwardneſſe; putting them our off, & keeping them out 
of the poſſeſſion of the promiſed land tor tortie years to- 
gether : beſides the many d:fficulties and hardſhips which 
rhey met with, for all which they might thanke their 
murmuring, No ſuch way to lay blockes inthe way of 
mercie, to keep off mercies, ab leaſt to retard them as this, 

Thirdly, Inthe third ya, as it will keep off mercy ,. 

2 {o 
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| &rexdy wy fo it is a ready way to pell downe Iudoement : Tudgement, 
yy ul don and that both TewJeraland Eternal, Temporal, n_ upon 
our owne heads onely, but alſo upon the places where 

| wee live z Eternall upon our owne heads without repen- 
| tance. It is a branch of Enocbs prophecie with Saint 
| | Jude;v.r4,r5, Twdes gloſſe upon it, Jude.ver.15.16, Behold the Lord 
t | commeth with ten thouſand of his Saints to execute Iudgement 
[| pon all, and to convince all that are ungodly : Convince 
| | them of what ? why, as of their wicked workes, fo of 


their wicked words, of all their hard fpeeches which ungad- 
by ſinners have ſpoken azainſt him. And who are theſe that 
1 | Epoch there ſpeaketh of. T'.e Apoſtle in the next words 
l' repre, Points themout : Theſe are Murmwurers, Complainers 
| menthat are ſo ready to quarrell even with God himſelf, 
| tocomplaine of his diſpenſations and proceedings with 
| themſelves and others.O take we heed of this,as we deſire 
to have the mercies which we enjoyed,continued,ſanRi- 
| fied, bleſſed unto us 3 As we deſire to have the mercies 
| which we want, ſpeeded and haſtned 3 As we defire to 
have judgements temporall removed, and both tempe- 
| rall and eternall prevented 3 and wee now ftill, Take 
| heed of Murmuring againſt God. 
| Take heed of Or yet(in the ſecond place) againſt thoſe whichare 
* murmuring a- aPpointed-by him-togo before us, to be our Leaders and 
Lang Governonrs; Take we heed how we quarrell with them, 
| Gorernours, Murmure againſt them, or againſt their Counfels and 
': Adions, paſſing raſh, and uncharitable cenſures upon 
+ ignoranceof What (it may be) wee underſtand: not 3 A caſe verie 
if Kecouncels®* common and ordinary, It was the caſe of the Jewes our 
{otrrimes2 Saviours auditors; when they heard him ſay, that hee 
\cauſe of aur- yas the Bread which came downe from Heaven, they were 
M5 preſentlyoffended, and began to marmure againſt him, 
+ © dS$youhaveit,79,6.4r.And ſodid many ofthe "+ 
O, 


: 

, 
: 
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alſo, when they heard it, they warmured,v. 61. And what 
was the ground of their murmuring ? VWhy,their igns- 
rence; they underſtood not our Saviours meaning 3 
which had the Diſciples done, certainly they would ne- 
ver have murmured againſt their Maſter. Thus happily, 
did we but underſtand the counſels of our Superiours, and 
were able to dive into the bottome of them , wee would 
approveand allow of what through ignorance we mur- 
mur at; /zzorance being the mother of miſ-under ſtanding, 
oft-rimes brings forth murmering. This it is thatma- La 
keth men ſo apt to murmur againft God 3 even 1gnorance mur againlt 
of his Counſells 3 they cannot trace him in thoſe deepe $99. 
and hidden wayes, which in|themſelves are <:{nnriagr , we Rom-11.33+ 
traceable , paſt finding out; and thence is it that they are 
fo ready to quarrell with his Decrees and Adminiſtrations; 
whereas' if they could bur dive into the bottome of 
his counſells , they ſhould then ſee ſo much wiſe- 
dome and juſtice in all his proceedings , as would 
quiet and filence all their Murmurimgs. To this 
purpoſe is that of the Prophet /ſaiab, Ia. 29. laſt, They 1a:29-ute. 
that erred in ſpirit , ſhall come to wnderſtanding ; and they 
that murmured, ſhall learne dofFrine, Intimating that it is 
the want of underſtanding and inſtruQtion , that maketh 
men to murmur againſt God : the not underſtanding of 
his counſells,of his wayes ; wherein if men were righely 
andthronghly inftruced , it would heale all their mar- 
murings againſt himz And ſurely this it is oft-times that againſt mey 
maketh men ſo apt to murmur, ahd complaine againſt 
Superieurs : They are none of their Counſel; they are not 
Privie to their aimes and intentions 3 and conſequently 
through _ thereof , are apt to miſconſtrue their 
aQtions, though in themſelves never ſo juft and equitable. 
Thus did the by-ſtanders miſconſirue that pious and 

C 3 moſt 
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| moſt religious a& of Mary Magdalens in pouring ont her 
j Mark.14 Boxof oyntment uponthe head of her Saviour : They ſec- 
| 112 it, were offended at ir, crying out of the waſte, Ad 
{ w#/4 quid perditio hxc? To what purpoſe s this waſte ? And 
| what was the cauſe of their offence? Why, they under- 
ſtood not the meaning of what was done. The wafte they 
ſaw, but the meaning of that waſte they ſaw not, They 
underſtood not that ſhe beſtowed that oyntment upon 
| verſ's, her Saviour , 3% ir9c2qun, as an Embalming in way of 
I preparation to hn Buriall, Surely even thus fareth it with 
| many of us at the preſerit : Ve fee the great waſte and 
ſoyle that hath beene, and yet is made in the Kingdome 
at this day ; waſte of Treaſure, and waſte of Blood; and 
we are ready thereupon to cry out in our diſcontented 
paſſions, Ad quid perditio hzc ? To what purpoſe 6 all this 
waſte ? But in the meane time (as we doe not know what 
the purpoſe of Grd herein is, ſo) we arc not ſo privie to 
the Counſells of Superionrs, as that we can paſle an uger- 
ring verdi& upon their Ations. Wee know what the 
Wiſeman faith of the Kings heart 3 The Heavens for 
Prov.25.3. height, andthe Earth for depth , and the Kings heart can no 
man ſearch: And the like may we ſay of his Great Councel. 
Their counſells are for the moſt part my/teriow and deep, 
locked up from vulgaries, not to be fadomed by common 
apprehenſions, ſpecually by thoſe who look upon them at 
a remote diſtance, & ſocannot take the true height,or juſt 
ſcantliggof them. Now ſecing we cannot Pry into them, 
be we ware how we paſſe raſh,and uncharitable cenſures 
upon them, leaſt we fall into the number of thoſe whom 
$ is Jud.v,8,ro, Saint 1ude ſpeakerh of, {who ſpcake evill of Dienities, 
; Tum we Cen- ſhegking evill of things which they know not. 
! 
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ſurings and 
on. Area . Itwillbea great deale moreſafe for us , and more pre- 


Into Prayers & fitable both for w andihem , to turne Onr Cerfares our 
Supplications, Har 


% 
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Murmurings into Prayers 3 Our cenſures upon them , and 

——_— 4c4infi them, into prayers for them, For 

this(I am ſure)we have warrant ſufficient, It isthat which 

the Apoſtle exhorts to, and calls for, 1 Tim, 2, Texhort 1 1192.2. 

therefore, that firſt of all, Supplications , Prayers , Interceſ- 

foons , be made for all men (all ſorts of men.) For Kings, Pray for Supe 

and for all that arein CAmboritie, that we may lead a quiet ©9915. 

and peaceable life , in all godlinefſe and honeſtie, This isan 

exerciſe fit and proper for Subjects to pray for Superionrs, 

And this doe wee. Pray for them, not Curſethem, Curſe 

net the King , no not inthy thought , ( ſaith the Preacher ) 

And Curſe not the Rich in thy Bed-chamber, Ecclel. 10, 

Pray for them , not Revile them. Had Pant beene aware 

who it was that he ſpake to, he would not havegiven him. 

ſuch language as he did. So much himſelfe tells the 

people, alledging his Rule for it 3 1t « written, thou ſhalt A&.23.5. 

not ſpeake evil of the Ruler of thy People, Pray for them, 

I , though they ſhould be perſecutors , That is the Rule. 

Pray for them that perſicute you, Thisdoe we, and doe 

we it in the firſt place. So the Apoſtle there pre(- ""—_ 

ſeth it, -3% min, Firſt of all, Oh that murmurers would 

but take out of this leſſon, 19 pray for Superiours firſt of all, 

pray for them, before they let flye at them, or murmur a- 

gaiaſt them, certainly this would take off tHe Zdge of 

their wwrmuring ; The morethey prayed for them , the 

{eſſe they would murmur againſt them Sure I am , They 

which murmar moſt, are ſuch as pray l:aſt, To prevent the 

one, practiſe the other. Pray for gpr Superiours, Firſt for the 
Andthat (as the Apoſtlethere dire&ts) Firft for the Ning. 

King , whom we acknowledge by a divine and ſpeciall 

Providence, ſet overus, as a Supreme Governour in theſe 

his Dominions. Be we earneſt with God for him, that 

he may be madea doſes to us , having Moſes his ſpirit put 


upon 


Eccleſ, ro.laft} 
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upon him, (and if it might be , doubled upon him , as 
King.2.9-10: Elias his ſpirit was upon Eliſha) a wiſe , and a large ſpirit 
proportionableto the charge committed unto him 3 that 
NPR he may be wiſe as an Angell of God, (as the woman of Te- 
'* Foah faidtoKing David) able to difcerne betwixt good 
and evill : And with Moſes his head, beg we ſor him alſo 
Moſes heart, a heart faithfull to his God; that like Moſes 
2-24.45. Bemaybeasa faithfall ſervant, faithfull in all the houſe of 
eb3.s HhiGod: A pres way : _ affe&tionate towards his 
| cople, Carrying them in his boſome ; (lovingly, tender! 
Numb,r1e12, carefully ) I o Nurſe Boy her ſucking SH ( as tid 
Lord requireth 44ſ*s to doe to his /ſraet : ) So making 
6.49.23. him in #rah, what he is by office, Patrem Patriz , a Fa- 
ther , a Nurſing Father to his People , Gods People, Every 
| wayes a Moſes,a Saviour,a deliverer to the Iſrael of God, 


Sam 


[Fil we Praying ſor him, Pray we alfo for thoſe whichare in 
wor a: ne” Authoritie over us, under him. And here in ſpeciall for 
IiÞio the Repreſentative Body , the great Syncarion , our Engliſh 
I{The high «= Sanhedrim, the ſupreme Conrt and Connell of this King- 
Sion of ©2r- ome, now aſſembled together inthe name of God, to be 
| | umb, 11.17; unto their Prince, as thoſe ſeventie Elders were unto Mo. 
I! ſes, a Councell of aſiance, to beare the Burden of the Peg. 
ple together with him, For them beg we alſo, that God 
would do for them, what hethere promiſeth M-ſes to doe 
hid, to his Counſellours ard eafants, viz. take off the ſpirit 
which was upon Moſes, and put it upon them , even a ſpirit 
ſuitable, and proportionable to the Burden layed upon 

them, Making them @g/iſe and faithfall Conneell totheir 

Prince 3 and Wiſe and faithfull guides unto his peeple,lead- 

ing them on in ſuch wayes as God himſelfe hath layed 

-out for them, ſo as in due time they may condut them 
through this Red-Sex,this Sea of blood,and this wilderneſſe 

of Confuſion, whereinto at the preſent we are caſt, unto a 

; Cavan, 


(| 
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Canaan, a Land of reſt and peace, where Rizhteonſneſſe 


and Peace may awel! together, 


And remembring them, forget we not the Soys of 44- Alembly of 


ran, who are now called together ro conſult about the bu- 
ſineſle of the Tabernacle, For them alſs beg wee a {pirit Dicetion, | 


EI to the worke which they have in hand : 


venthe ſame ſpirit that the Lord put upon B«zatre/ 


and 4holiab, when he called them to the workeof the 
Tabernacle 3 The Spirit of wiſedome , and underſtanding, 
and knowledge, to know how to worke all manner of worke 


the ſervice of the Santtuary, according to all that the Lord 


hath commanded, Such a Spirit beg we for them,that ſs all 
things in this T abernacle-Temple-worke , maybe done, 


Divines; tor 
whom beg, 


Exod. 31,243, 
ExedaCe. 


and performed according to the Pa!terne in the Manns, Aft 7.44 


according to the mind and will of God himſelfe, 


Begging dire&ion and afiſtance for them , withall 4 bleſſing u 
on their en* 
deavours, 
The dudding 
and bloſlem. 
ing of Aarens 
: Rod, the nexe 
take, and make uſe of for this very purpoſe, Numb, 17, way toltaythe 
MUIMUTIIN 
ot the people, 
Numb, 17. 


beg we a 6:£:ng upon their endeavonrs , that the Rodof 
Aaron may Bud and Bloſbome , and bring forth fruit. 
No ſuch way to quiet the marmurings of the people as 
this. It was the Lords owne way which he bad Moſes 


The people being ſubject to murmuring upon all occa- 
ſions ( and in particular about the Prieſthood ) (as you 
have heard) for a Care of that Diſeaſe, the Lord dires 
Moſes to take twelve Rods, according to the number of 
the Tribes, for every Tribeone, laying them up inthe 
Tabernacle before the Teſtimony ; And it ſhall come 19 
paſſe , ( faith the Lord) That th mans Rod whom 1 ſhall 
chooſe, ſhall blofſome z, and 1 will make to ceaſe the murms. 
rings of the chilares of Iſrael, &&. This was the meanes 
propounded. VVhar the ſucceſſe was the ſequell of the 
Chapter will ſhew, 1t came #8 paſſe that Moſes went 
into the Tabernacle , and behold Arons Rod which was for 
the houſe of Levi mas budded, ls brong ht forth bloſſomes, 

and 


Heb.,8.5. 


ver/. 2. 


verſe 4. 


verſ.5s 


verſes, 


Verſ.1o. 


11 men by na- 
re ynltable, 
Dme muyte 

zen others, 
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endyleeded Almonds; whereupon the Lord ordereth Me- 
ſes to take that Red, and lay it up in the Tabernacle be- 


fore the Teſtimony, there to be kept for a Token ag ainſt ' 


the Rebells, and (faith the Lord) Thee ſhalt quite take away 
their murmurings, I ſhall not need to tell you that the 
chiefe ground of our murmuring at this day, is (if 
nctthe ſame, yet) not unlike totheirs, about the Prieſt- 
hood, O that the wonder-working God would be pleaſed to 
worke the like wonder in our dayes 3 that we might ſee 
the Rodof daron (which at the preſent through the 
Calamiticot thetimes ſeemes tolye ſecure and dead)to 
Budand Bloſſome, and Bring forth Almonds ; yeelding 
us, not onely Hopes but Fruits; Hopes of 2 quiet and 
comfortable condition to the Church , with the ſweet 
and bleſſed fruits of a Glorious adminiſtration in it : No 
doubt but this would have a ſtrong influence upon the 
preſent anJ ſuture diſtempers of unquiet ſpirits, either 
ro cre and ſtaytheir mermwrimgs,or cle to be a witneſſea- 
gainſt them to all ſucceeding ages. This we know our 
God is able to doe, andthis we hope he will yet doe. In 
the mcaretime4-let us and all the Lords people Stavd 
fill, waiting, and quictly waiting upon our God for his 
ſalvation. It is good for. us ſo todo, fo faith the Church, 
Lam, 3 It is 800d that aman ſhould bath hope, and quietly 
wait for the ſalvation of the Lord, I have done with the 
firſt Branch of this Diredon, which ( 1 confeſſe ) hath 
taken more of my-thoughts and your patience , then at 
thefirſt inmy intentions I allotted it. 


Stand ſtill, not Wavering. 
Paſlc we now to the fecond, Stand till, not Wavering. 


This, men. naturally are very apt to doe, beingall by 
| nature 


oo ee. lit. Le hu 7 7 
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nature, ever ſince the firſt man left his fanaing , become 

very ###able : but tome more then others: Ir isthat 

which the Patriarch acob ſaith to, and of his ſonne Re- Geng, 
ben, Gen.49.Y nſtable as water. Water, it is an unttable E- 

lemeut, ſeldome ſtanding (till , ſpecially if there be any 

wind ftirring; then we fee how unequally and unevenly 

it moveth , being carryed this way and that way up and 

down. Such is the [»/tabi/itie of ſome perſons,they are(as 

Saint James ſaith of his double-mimaed man, Jam. 1.) ,, wg 
«amr! wnreſolved, wncompoſed , unſtable in all thur 

wayes, carryed this way or that way as te tyae runnes, as 

the wind blowes , up and downe like waves of the Sea, 

It is the ſame Apoſtles compariſon, and it is an elegant 

one, Jam, 1.6. Hethat wavereath, is like a wave of the Sea, Jam.1.6, 
driven with the wind ,and toſſed, A wave,you know what 

the motion of it is 3 how it riſeth and falleth 5 now a 
Mountaine, by and by a Valley now lifted up , by and 

by as much deprefled againe. So unconſtaut and une- 

quable is the morion of ſome Chriſtians up and down; 

As their condition change , ſo doc they : In proſperme, 

(when things goe well with them,heaven and earth ſmile 

upon them) their ſpirits are aloft, none higher : In ad- 

verſitie, (when things runne crofle with them ) as much 
dejefed , none lower. Like men ina ſtrefleat Sca ( ac- 
cording to the Pſalmiſts deſcription of them, ) They picog.sr, 
mount up to heaven, they goe down againe to the depths, their | 
ſoule #« melted becauſe of trouble, Thus farre are they mo- 
ved,inordin:tely moved,not knowing how to Stand ſt:{. 

But thus ſhould it not be with the Lords people - », 
whatever their condition be, whatever their fratis, dan. Gods people 
gers, af ficuities be, (for that is the caſe which the Text _—_—— 
leadeth us to) yet their Dire7jen is, they mult Stand ly moved, 


Hil ' 1x int T4 moved, wihareyer tet 
ſt:4, not being 1Merdinately i _ 


oved rhey 
ay, ought 
d be atthe 


od, 


derdifficile ft 


Laert, 


ut not Trou« 
fled. 


| 
| 
| 


[phe 24.0: 
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Jominemexut» 


Inor dinately moved (1 ſay) Moved they may be , nay 


ought to be. Chriſtianitic doth neither require nor al- 
dgements of !OW a Steicall Apathy, a Bruitiſh fupiditie, that men 
ſhould not be afteted with the kand of God, ſtriking 
or threatning.Not tobe mov'dwith the apprekenſion of 


imminent impendent evills ; what is it, bur (as he ſaith) 


Hominem exuere, Toput off the nature of man ? Which 


ſeeing the Eternall Sonne of God was pleaſed to put on, the 


ſonnes of men ought not topet it off, 


Moved they may be, but not 1707 dinately moved, not 
Trowbled. So our Saviour giveth it in charge to his 
Diſciples, Joh, 4. Fore-telling them of ſad times a com- 
ming, of great Tribslation that they ſhould meer with, 
in and from the world after hisdeparture ; Zet not your 
hearts be troubled ( faith he) 16 1ajewwite. The word is em- 
phaticall, taken from the royling and troubling of we- 
ters, where they are ſo ſtirred , as that the mud is rayſed 
up from the bottome. T hat is properly 7%. Now 
Chriſtians muſt beware that their hearts be not thus 
troubled, There is not the beſt heart but hath ſome mud, 
ſome corr»ption in the bottome of it, ſoas if it be ſtirred 
by inordinite paſhons , and perturbations , it will riſe 
and roilethe ſpirit. This was the cafe of the 1ſraelites 
herein the Textz Apprebending the eminency of the 
Preſent danger which they were 1n, their ſpirits were 
preſently roiled , troubled, inordinately moved. And 
therefore Moſes for the ſetling of them , biddeth them 
Stand flill, Ne commoveaminis, ac fluQuetis animo, 
(ſo Iuniws (as I told you) gloſſeth upon the word) Be yee 


* wot ſtirred, troubled, diſquieted , with anxious and dubi- 


ous thoughts , what ſhall become of you and yours > 
Give not way to diffident and diſtruſttul! thoughts , fo 
much as tocall in queſtion cither the power or preſence of 
| | God: 
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God : Stand you ſtill, not dyubting , not wavering, Thus 
| ſhould Chriſtians doe in the like caſes : In ſftra#ts,in ex3- 
gents, when they know not what to doe, nor which way 
to looke, then labour ſoto fix their ſoules by faith and 
confidence upon God, as that they may not ſtagger, they 
may not waver. It is Saint [ames his diretion to him 
that would obtaine wiſedome, or any the like mercy at 
the hands of God, Let him aske in faith ((aith he) nothing 15. 1: 5, 
WaVering, Mrdjp dixie, Nib;l diſceptans , heſitans , NOt Chriſtians ve- 
reaſoning, not {crupling. This Chriſtiansare very rea- ' *P-r9%* 
dy to doe, Wee ſee it in the Apoſtles and Diſciples of OOO 
Chriſt,when they apprehended any imminent davger,or 
met with any great 4:Fcultie, they were ready to give 
way to carnall reaſonings ard doubtings. Sodid Peter 
when he was walking upon the Sea, treading of the wa- 
ter, not finding his footing ſo firme as he made account 

| of, he preſently eryes 04 , readie to give himſelfe for a Mat-14.30. 
loſt man, notwithſtanding that he had his Maſters 
warrant and command tor that which he did. The Dif- 
Ciples the like in that ffrefſe « Ses ; notwithſtanding 
that they had their Lord and Maſter with them, yet 
they cry out , Lord, ſave us, weperiſh. And afterwards Mar.8.25. 

comming unto a ſtrange place, & having forgot to take 
Bread with them, they began to reaſon with them- Mar.16,7.; 
| ſelves how that want ſhould be ſupplyed to them, 
notwithſtanding that they had twice before had expe- 
' rienceof the miraculous power of their Lord and Ma- 
ſter in ma/tiplying of the loaves, as himſelfe telleththem. *"/9-% 
Such was their weakeneſſe : A weakeneſſe which our Sa- 
viour ſtill reproveth them for , taxing their 7»fidelitie 
in giving way to thoſe faithleſſe feares, thoſe carnall 
reaſons and diffident doubts , 0 then of little faith (faith Marr14-31 
hee to Peter ) Wherefore did'ft thou doubt ? Why are 

D 


EY yee 


Stand ſtill : or, 
erp 3 yee fearefull 0 yee of little faith ?  Oyee of little faith , why 
reaſon yee among your ſelves ? They are his rebukes to his 

Diſciples upon the occaſions aforeſaid : Chriftians in 

like caſes , in caſes of Danger and Difficultie , are very 

fubjet to ſuch carnall diſceptations and reaſonings, 

whereby their ſoules cometo be diſquieted andunſeticd. 


Burt theſe they muſt beware of, not giving way to them, ' 


Jam, 5.8, bur labouring for ſteady and ſtable hearts 3 Be yee alſo pati- 
A ſtabic heart ext (ſaith Saint lames) Stabliſh your hearts,. A great bleſ- 
Rs ſing where it is. A Bl:fing which Pas! prayeth for , for 
» Thefl,z laſt, his Theſſalonians, 2 Theil. 2, Now our Lord Ieſu Chriſt, 
and Goa even our Father, &c, Comfort your hearts, ſtabliſh 

y9u, Saint Peter the like for the Saints to whom he 

i Per.g.to. Writes 3 The God of all grace make you perfett , eftabliſh, 
ſtrengthen, ſettle you, 1 Pet. 5. What they beg for 0- 

thers, Chriſtians ſhould all fecke for themſelves 3 ſta- 

ble ſetled ſpirits, that they may Stand faſt , and Holdfaſt 3 

So Paul ex''orts thoſe his Theſſalonians inthe place fore- 

2 Ticfl:.15. named, Therefore Brethren ftand faſt , and bold faſt the 
Hebgro.23, Traditions which you have beene tanght, pc. Let whold 
faſt the ProfeFfion of our faith without wavering ( faith the 
Apoſtle to his Hebrewes,) Thus ſhould Chriftians 

Stand ſill, ftanding their ground againſt whatever oppo- 
firion they meet with in reipedt of the faith which they 
profefle. Panl could not but wonder to fee his Galathz- 
ans (© inconſtant and wavering this way. I marvel((ſaith 
he) that yee are ſoſcone removed from him that called you in- 
to thegrace of Chriſt unto another Goſpell, Such Weather. 
cocks are no ornament tothe Temples of Chriſt. Such un- 

ſtable, unſerled, wavering ſpirits, they doe not become 

choſe who have once giver uptheir name unto God, and 

have his name called upon them. Ir is for them tO Sr4a»d 

frill, ro have ſtable beads 2nd hearts, Herein rhey ſha!l be 
mace 


Gal-1.6. 
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made like unto God himſelfe , who is immutable , un- 
changeable, I am the Lord, I change not, Mal. 3. Such he ,,j 
1s 10 his nature, 

And ſuch he is in his promiſes ; which may ſerve asa _ £*4ſ+1- 
Reaſon why Chriſtians ſhould not waver 3 ſothe Apoſile er? by 
maketh ufe of ir, Heb. 10. 23. Let ws hold faſt the pro- 
feſſron of the faith without wavering ; why ? ( For he is 
faithfull that promiſed.) Gods premiſcs , they are the 
groand upon which a Chriſtia faras.Now if the ground 
were falſe and ſhaking , they which ſtand upon it could 
not be blamed for (haking with it, But that being firme, 
ro Reaſon why tl ey ſhould waver, but $tand /ti//: which 
—_ Chriſtians do, they cannot See ihe ſalvation ef ihe 
Lora, | 

(Which may ſerve asa ſecond Reaſon) Somuch we  Reaſc2. 
may colle& fromthe Text it ſelte, Stand fill, andſer,gre, MAVering 
A man that wavers up and downe can never take ure REES 
aime. He that would See the ſalvation of the Lord, muſt cn ot theLord, 
ſtand ſteady, Stand ftill, 
 Yſe. And tuch a holy fabilitieler all of us in the feare Applic. 
of God be excitedto ſeeke after, and labour for, that 1:99": weer 
whatever changes come downe upon the world , yet wee iy. | 
may in our meaſure be like unto God himſelte , zmmuta- 
ble, wnchangeable, An Exhortation I thinke never more 
ſeaſonable then at this day, I ſhall not need to tell you 
what «nſeiled and unieady times we are fallen into; 1] ſhall 
onely make this uſe of it 3 The wore unſctlcdthe timmes are, Speci-1'yin 
the more ſetled ſpirits we had need to labour for + Unletled led x in _ 
ſpirits and unterled times will not doewell together. A 
ſwimmering Brain and a ſeeling reel;ng-ſhip will make but 
foule weather of it. If ever, now labour wee for fable 
hearts, fteady and compoſed ipirits, that whatever Heri- , 
cano's, whatever Stormes and Tempeſ's come downe _= 
tae 


* 3+Gs 
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the world, upon the Kingdome , upon the Church, upon 
the State, upon theplaces where wee live, upon ovr ſelves, 
yet we may at it out, and that in ſome meaſure ſteadily, 
not being 197 dinatelygnouge, thougl: moved, but like a 
good ſhip xt Anchor, though moving , yet wee may Stand 
fall. 
0. I know now what youfThoughts are, How ſhall this 
How the heart ſtab:{rtjc beettained ? How ſhall the heart be made fo 


may bemade Zou as-that it may Stand ſtill? As that a Chriſtian 


Ready in ſuch A - 
——_—— may come to.ride fteddy in a ftreſſe , and particularly in 


ries as theſe, ſych aftreſſe as that which is now come downe upon this 
. Chur#h and Kine dome 2 s 
A. A great anda, uſefull Pzeſi/ov, In the reſolution 
Illuſtrated by whereof, give me. leave to take hold of that Metaphor 
md a whichthe Lurſpion (as I have propounded'it_) puts into 
ſhip riding at my hand, * A: Pretaphor which many of you, (moſt of 
ance 2® youJatefamiliaflyacquainted with, andrherefore [ the 
; rather mak«Cchoice of it. You can tell me, by what 
meanes a ſhip. may be made to ride ſteady : And letme 
tell you , that by the very like meanes the hears may be 
brought to be feady, fo ſteady as that it ſhall not be inor- 
dinately moved in the greateſt ſtreſſe of Temptation that 
can comgdowne upon it. 

To make a To make a ſhiprie ſteady, there are (as I take it) theſe 
fhip ride ſtea- fours things principally requiſite. She mult be wel- 
TAP built , downe-ballaſted, low-maſled, fare-anchored, If any 
Mat of thelebe wanting , ſhe will never ride ſteadyz bring 
| we home every of them, and make uſe of them (by way 

of Alsfion) to our preſent purpole. : 
1; Firſt, The firſt requiſite ro make a ſhip ſteady, is, 
Irmuft bewell ſhe muſt bewel-built , which conſiſteth in two things. 
puilt, viz, = She muſt be built ſrovgly and artificially; ſtrongly, wel- 


6 ogg timbred, not weake ;, which if ſhe be , ſhe will give way 
in 


— ———_—_ 


. 
—_—_—_— —— ——— —— —— 
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in a ſtrefſe, and ſo prove /eakie: Artificially, well. mould: 
ed, not tender-ſided; which it (he be , ſhee will prove 
Waltrie, and ſo make foule weather of every ordinary ,,jjeq cothe | 
ile. And thus muſt the ſoule be built that ic may foule, which 
ſtand ſtill, ride ſteadie ina ſtreſle ; It muſt bee we wa 
Firſt, Well-cimbered, well laid inwith all requiſite va- \,, 
rictie of true, ſound, ſubſtantiall, ſanQifying Graces, Strongly,wel- 
which are to the ſoule as Beames, and Timbers , and [<4 win 
Ribs tothe Ship z without theſe, it is not an outward for- Graces, 
wall profeſſion that will ſerve the Turne: It is not the 
outward plarke or _ of the ſhip, that will make her 
keepup tithe in a ſirefle; If ſhe be not well frengthned 
within, (he will (as I ſay, and you know ) give way, and 
prove /eakie, It is not an outward profefſion ( how glo- 
rious ſoever) nor yet any common Graces, that will beare 
up, and beare out the foule in the houre of Temptation, 
Unleſſe therebe «liquid 3ntws, unlefle it be well laid in, 
and ſtrerigthned i»waraly ( in the iwner Afar {as the A- 
poſile calleth it) with ſound and ſubſtantial fan@ifying 
Graces, it will give way. Scean inſtance of it in Hyme- 
new and Alexander, ſometimes Pazuls followers and 
companions, they made an outward profeſſton of the 
faith, and ( no queſtion) for the time a glorious one, bnt 
having nothing but an outward profeſſion, not being wel! 
liidin, v«»tyow, They made ſhipwracke of what they ſee- , Tim.x.19: 
med to have, A truth which our Saviour illuſtrates (as 
you knoiv ) by the Parable of the ffeny ground, which 
receiving the good ſeed ſeone puts it forth againe IN 2 Mar,r2,5:5, 
faire promiſing blade 3bur no ſooner doth the Sun ariſe 
and lie hot upon it, bur preſently net having Et and 
Root to beare 1t out, it withereth & commetk to nothing. 
I ſhall vor need to make any interpretation of the Pa- 
rable,our Saviour hath mu it tomy hand inthe 20 = 
© 


Eph.3,16, 


Werſ.20,1. 


Jobg19-28, 


y; 


—  - 
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of the ſame Chapter, Hee that received the ſeed into the 
ſtonie places, the ſame u hee that heareth the word, and anon 
with Toy receiveth it, (making in outward glorious pro- 
ſeſſion ) but having not root in himſelfe, ( the root of the 
matter being not found in him, __ ſpeakes ) hee indy- 
reth but for awhile, for when tribulation or perſecution ari- 
ſeth becanſe of the word, by and by hee is offended I might 
here ruinde you of that other Parable of the houſe built 
pon i he Sand, rending to the ſame purpoſe, ſhewing that 
the ſoule which is not frowghy bailt, built upon a ſure 
foundation( as Saint Luke explaines it ) it will now in- 
dure the ſtorwe of temptation; but it will fetch way, and 
rotter and ſhake,and im the end fall downeto the ground. 
Would wee then ftand ftill, would we be ſteady in times 
of triall, not being #nordmately moved, much lefle over- 

zurwcd, ſee that our ſonles bee welland ſtrongly built, 

Firſt built upon a ſure foundation, and that is Iſs 


Firſt buile up- Cbr1ſt : Other foundation ( faith the Apoſtle ) can noman 
I foul” [ay then that which i laid, which « Iiſis Chrift: He muſt 


1 Cor. 3-14 


be to our ſonles as the fowndationto the houſe, or ( ro re- 
turne tothe Metaphor in hand ) as the Xee/tothe ſhip: 


A good Keeles Tf 2 ſhip have not a good Keed, all her npper-worke is to 


Make Chriſt 
our Keele. 


no purpoſe ; If the ſoule bee not built upon Chriſt, all 
our ſuperſtrutFures will prove nothing worth ; And ther- 
fore (inthe firſt _ make wee him our Keel, laying 
our ſoules upon him, reſting upon him, as the floor-t1m1- 


* bers.in a (hipdoeuponthe Keel,bottoming all our hopes 

inand upon him, laying all the weight ot our ſoulcs for 
ſalvation and cternall life upon him 3 not reſtingupon 
any thing elſe beſides him, what end clſewe reſt ugon be- 
ſides Chrift, wee ſhall finde it at the beſt but a Xe/fe (as 
you call it) « falſe Feel, not able tobeare any weight, any 


ſirefle, Thas our foules may be well, and frong 


) bailt , 
let- 


— w- 
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let them be built upon him who is the ſtrong Ged, (as 

he is called //a,9,)upon him who by his Power uphol- 1c, 5. 
deth the whole frame of Heaven and Barth, even as the 
Keel ina (hip doth allthe «pper-worke, with all the 4. 53: 
ding 11 It. 

Having Chrift for our Ke, our foundation being 2: 
built upcn him by faich, now ſeethat our fou!es be well Then gg 
timbred, well furnifhed with other Graces, that ( as Panl ©, —_ 
ſaith of his Corinthians ) we may be in every thing in. ce, 
riched by Chriſt ; not defeRtive 1n any requiſite Grace ; * <** 157+ 
bee it hope, or love, or zeale, or hunulitie, or Patience, or 
the like : Let it be our care that our ſoules may bee laid 
iz with ſome proportion of every of theſe. And here 
take heed that we doe not content our ſelves with ſhowes 
and ſhadowes of Graces 3 Theſe will prove but as ſappre 
or rerzew timbers in a (hip, which will beare no ſtreſle ) 
but make ſurethat our Graces, what ever they be for the 
quantitie, yet for the quality they be ſound and ſubſtanti- 
all 3 Heart of Grace (as I may call it) That ſowe may be 
ſtrengthned with all might in the inner man, according to the 
glorions Power of our God unto all pm and long-ſuffer- 
ing with joyfulneſſe,(as Paul prayeth both for his Epheſians Epb.z. 16. 
and Colsſſzaws ) here is the firſt Branch of this firſt Dj. <1 
rection, The ſoul, that it may be ſteady, muſt be like a 
good ſhip, bwilt ſtrongly. 

Secondly, And (as ftrongh) fo (inthe ſecondplace) 4; 
it mnſt be like a we#-built ſhip, which is built artificially, Built Artibci- 
wel-moulded. Now (to follow the metaphor ) when is a *'; vt 
ſhip ſaid tobe well-moulded 3 why, whentbere is a due 
proportion obſerved in her Dimenſions, a due proportion 

for length, an breath, and depth, which if it be not obſer- yy. cnc. 


ved ſhe will never ride well. tierh in a due 
Thus muſt the ſoule be wonlded( as I may fay) that on —_—_—_ 
E 2 LAS would 
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RD CS 


Row,to,2, 


Ger a large 
reportion of 
oYe, 


; Cer,13. 2,33 


22 


Stand ſtill : or, 


would ride well, and keep ſteadie, it muſt have a duepro- 


portion in her Graces;not a great deale of one,and little or 


nothing of another. As for inſtance, not a great deale 
of zeale, and little or no k#owledge, this diſproportion 


or defe&t the Apoſtle obſerved, & piticd in many of his 
countrimen the ewes, I beare them record ( ſaith he) that 


they have a ztale of God, but not according to knowledge. 


And is not this the record ( my Brethren ) which the 
Miniſters of Chrift may as truly beare unto ſome and 
many,as-inthis, ſo inother places of the Kingdome at 
this day ( otherwiſe well-meaning Chriſtians ) that 
They have a zteale for God, but not according to knowledze, 
There :5 no proportion betwixt their knowledge, and 
their zea/e; they have agreat meaſure of the one, little 
or nothing of the other. Now it being ſo, it is nowon- 


derthat they are many of them ſo unſteadie, ſo unſtable, 


ſo unſetled-as by ſad experience we ſce them to bee z car- 
riedthis way and that way intoerrours of the 7ight hand, 
and-of the /eft hand, rowling too and againe, like i// monl- 
ded weſiels, which are no content either to thoſe that 
ftear them,or are Paſſengers in them. Would-we ever have 
ſteadie, ſtable hearts, labour for a due proportion in our 


Graces. 


And in particular, let meadviſe and perſwade youto 
get a large proportion of one Grace, ( a Grace wherein 
you ſhall not need:to-beare exceeding proportion) and 
that is that Grace of Graces, without which the Apoſtle 
will tell you, all other Graces are nothing, or as good 
as nothing, v7. the Grace of Love. Oh ſeek wee all of 
us after this Grace, that our ſoules may be (2s I may ſay) 
well laid owt with it: with love to God, love to his 
Trath, love to his Ordinances, loveto his Miniſters, love 
cogur Brethres, Withoutthis, what ever other graces. 


— 


Wee 


thinkes) of a ffraight-hearted Chriſtian, one who it may 
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we have, wewill never hold ſteadiez a truth which the 
Metaphor in hand illuftrates very aptly. A ſbip, be ſhee 
never ſo well and comely built, as for all materials, fo 
for all other her proportions; yet if ſheebe tender-frded (2 
you call it) not well /aid o#t, but pinched in the ſides, 
ſhee will never be feadie. A very lively Embleme (mee 


be hath ſome other commendable parts and Graces, as 

of Knowledge and Zeale, &c, I, but he is not well laid 

out, his Bowels are ſtraitned, It is Saint Pauls owne ex- 

preſſion, 2 Cor. 6. complaining of want of /ove in his , ,,. . 
Corrthianstowards himſelte, and his Minifteriez Oyee pr, 
Corinthians (ſaith he) yee are ſtraitned in yoar own Bowels, 

Their Hearts were not laid owt, and inlarged towards his 

Perſon and Miniſterie, as his was towards them in the 
unfeigned deſire of their good, Now where the ſoule Yerfcr3: 
is thus pinched in, the Bowels thu ſtraig htned for want of YE maine 
love, no wonder that Chriſtians are fo fickle and 'unſta+ fteadineſie in 
ble, as at this day we finde them tobe ; ſo ready upon << rimes, 
every {leight occaſion to takethe ſuuffe, and to fly off jove, 
from the 0rdivances of God, unleſle they bee diſpenſed 

by ſuch havds, and after ſuch a manner and faſhion as 
themſelves like beſt 3 ſo ready to forſake the fellowſhip 

and commnnion of the Saints in the publicke Afemblies, Heb.to 25.) 
and torun out into Err97s both in Dodrineand Prattiſe, 
Certainly (my Brethren) were our ſoules but laid out 

with this grace of /ove in any meaſure proportionably to 

ſome other graces that we pretend nnto, and preſume to 

be ewners ( if not maſters) of, we would not bee fo unſta- 

ble, ſo unſerled, ſo ſoone tzken off, and turned afide. It 

isthe nature of /ove (as the Apoſtlerellethus, reckoning 

upthe propertie of it, 1 Cor.)6#4+3441,to ſuffer longey much; 1 Cor,134.i 
to ſuffer much for God &ffrom men; for God,in ſtanding for 


E 3 his 


| 


ſteady then generally intbeſe unſteady times they are 3 p 
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his Truth againſt oppoſition z from mew in bearing 
with the infirmities of Brethren. Neither is it cafe 
ly proveked , irentnia (as the Apoſtle there goeth 
on) it is not eaſily ſharpued or edged; but it brarerh 
auzbings (all things tollerable) it indureth all things: 
And therctore ( to draw towards a concluſion of this 
poynt) would we have our felves ſteady , get them /ajed 
enr,get them enlarged : It is that which Paul begs from 


$-- Cor-6.11,13. his Corinthians inthe place fore-named, O yee Corinth. 


4's, our month is openunto you, our heart ts inlarged. Now 
for a Recompence inthe ſame (1 ſpeak as untochildren) 
Be yee alſo enlarged, Ardgive me leave, without either 
oftent ation or flattery, to takeup his words, and fay unto 
you of this place , To you our menth open, ( a mercy 
which I dare ſay) ſome of you,many of you, have here- 
cofore begg'd ar the hands of God z God hath heard your 
prayers, Our 0uth is epcn to you.) and (let me ſpeake it as 
in the. preſence of that God, who is the ſearcher of 
hearts) Our heart «(in meaſure) inlarged towards you in 
the unfeigned deſire of your good, your peace, your wel- 
fare, ſpiritual and temporall ; your happineſle,your falva- 
vation : Now for a recompence in the ſame (1 ſpeake as unto 
children,hoping that there are ſomehere preſent that wil 
owne that ſpirituall relation ) Be yee alſo enlarged, inlar- 
ged in your affe&tions towards that miniftery which here- 
tofore (through the bleſſing of God upon weake indea- 
vours ) you have found effeQuall for the begetting of 
ſome, and for the ##rfing up of others. 

And now, © that all our hrarts were but thus /ayed in, 
and thus /ayed out; layed in with a dve proportion of all re- 
qQuiſite graces, layed out with a large propertion of this 
Grace of Love, Certainly they would then be more 
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ſo ſteady, as that though the whole world ſhould turne WW 
rownd,yet we (like the Polar fliers inthe Heavens) ſhould 

Stand ſtill. 

Secondly, A ſecond Direion followeth : That a ſhip 2. | 
may be madeto ride feady, ſhe muſt be downe. ballaſted, On | 
ſo bound downe to the water by ſome fad and por © = 
drous lading , asthat ſhe may not be toſſed with every [i 
blaſt or billow : In '!like manner the foule that would | 
Stand ſtill 2nd be ſteady, it muſt be balaſted, downe-Balla- | 
fred; Ballaſted, with what > Why with ſound [ndgement, wich judge- - } 
andtrue Chriſtian Dire2ion, A Grace (whatever any hot T<nrand i | 
and violent ſpirits in theſe times may ſpeake or thinke i; the Salrot } 
of it) both uſefull and neceſſary, as Salt toour meat, (for Graces, 
fo indeed it js , the Salt of all Graces, ſeaſoning perſons, 
aFions , words , without which they are all unſavory.) 

And will you know what it is ? It is a power or facultie to 

<ſcernethings which differ : This [pray (faith Pawl to his Lw-4IOE 

Philippians ) That your love may abound more and more , 1 Phil.g» 

in all know. 4ze and judeement, that yee may d:ſcerne things 

which differ (fo the old Tranflation reads it according to 

the Originall. A power or facultieto judge of things as ,,, ..: 

they arc, not according to apparance , but according to 2 Cor.19.7: 

trath ; and that not onely of the lawfulzeffe or unlawful- 

weſſe of them, but alſo of the expedrencyor inexpediency, 

conveniency or inconveniency of them, that ſoa man may 

order himſelfe in his ſpeeches and ations accordingly; 

which David maketh the property of a good man, he isone 

that fteereth his courſe with this Rudder + 4 good man will Val.tt2.5, 

guide hi affairs with diſcretion, Pſ,112,This is judgement, 

this is Diſcretion : A grace needfall for all, ſpecially for a Grace moſt 

the Miniers of the Goſpel , who being to goe before the requieg ne 

Lords people , ſtand in needof a double-portion of it, gry Golpett 

(ſpecially in ſuch times as thele into which we are = "4 
en 
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len) that their whole carriage, all their 41095, all their 
ſpeeches maybe ſeaſoned with it, ſpecially thoſe in publik, 
tat ſo the word in their mouths may not ( through wane 
of this) be made »»ſavery to any, nor any of the #rd4inau- 
ces of God made to ftizk in the noſthrils of meere car- 
Brequilice for nai men. Not onely they, but all others, even all prevate 
rivate Chri- C4715tians ſhould leoke out for their ſhare and portion 
I; __—_ of it : It being a Grace {> neceſlary to them , that wath- 
nes, out it they will never be ſtayed,never ſetled, Vhar is it 
| that maketh multitudes ſo hcady,ſo unſtable, ſo unſetled 
at this day as they are? So ready to caſt off received truths 
Soready to imbrace any noveltie that is obtruded upon 
them, ſpecially if it have but a gloſle of pietie ſet upon 
it > Alas, they arc wnballafted, they want judgement to 
diſcerne of things,to judge of them according totruth : 
Andas for diſcretion, poſſibly ſome of them may take 
it for a Dull Grace, not fit for theſe aFive and buſie times, 
( Fooliſh P:lots (who would not account them 10? ) That 
throw over their Ballaſte in a ſtreſſe.) What wonder 
now if they heave and ſet, and are carried this way and 
that way with every billow , with every blaſt. S. /ade 
ſpeaking of ſuch,he fitly reſembles them to empty clonal, 
' Bjud.v.rz, 1994 <ru4ps, clouds they are without water , Jud. verſ.12, 
| | carried about withwinde, It is ſo, you know, with light 
2 and emptie c/o#ds ; How are they hurried hither and 
rhither according as the winds drives them ? Andall for 
want of water, which ſhould be as BaflaFte unto them to 
| Job 37.16- ballancethem, ( as Elihu phraſcth it, /0b 37. Doſt thou 
know the ballancings of the clonds? ) Would we cometo 
Stand ſtill in theſe unſetled and tempeſtuary times, take 
we inevery of us ſome of this Balaſte z get we our hearts 


Sam.2.17. 


| R—_ -, ballaſted with ſome propertionable meaſure of ſound 


| widhour Bal- judgement , and doe not dare to venter our ſelves hy 
tr | 108 not Gare tO. _ 
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the differences and controverſies of the times withour 
it , wewonld account him an unwiſe Plot that ſhould 
dare to put to Sea without his Ballaſte - Ynballaſted bot- 
tomes may lye ſafe inthe harbewr, but to put to Sea (| pe- 
cially in a ſtreſle ) they cannot without emminent ha- 
zard, Certainly it would be a great deale better and ſa- 
fer for private Chriſtians to containe themſelves within 
the bounds of knowne truths ( a ſafe harbour to them ) 
then to venter raſhly, and heedily upon the controver- 
ſies of the times, which they cannot doe without emmi. 
nent danger both to themſelves and others. Before you 
launch forth into this deepe, into this growne Sea, I meane 
engage your ſelves in Church d:fferences, which are now 
riſen to a height, get your hearts thus Ballaſted , downe. 
ballaſted, with ſound judgement and true Chriſtian d+(- 
cretion, This will be a mcancs to keepe youſteady, ſs as 


you ſhall not be r9/ſed tov and fro, nor carried about with Fpheli.4: 14. 


every windof doctrine, (as Paul (peakes to his Epheſians ) 
much lefle make ſhipwrack of that faith which you have 
imbraced & profeſſed, which otherwiſe you are ſubje& 
toand indanger of. Lamentable inſtances of this kind 
the preſent times afford many. Skould we coaſt along 
the ſhoare of the Engliſh Church in this Kingdome at 
this day, alas ! How many fuch wracks ſhall wee ſee > 
How many Yefe//s (which might otherwiſe have beene 
ſerviceable and profitable) have by this meanes of late 
miſcarried ? Some 6i/ged upon this r9cke, others upon 
that 3 ſome runne « ground upon this ſhe{fe, others upon 
that ; ſome fallen intoquick-ſand, others into that : ſome 
fallen upon Seperatiſme, others upon Anabaptiſme,a third 
upon Familiſme, a fourth upon Antinombaniſme, all in ha- 
2ard tobe loſt (at leaſt to the Church ) unlefle God be 
the more mercifull tobring " off; and allthis for ad- 
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venturing to put. to Sea without their Ba/aſte, O that 

wee may all of us be warned by their miſcarriages , not 

daring to makethe like adventures before we have taken 
in ſome go0d proportion of this Ba/laſte , whic?: may 
keepe downe our (pirits unto truths received 3 Soas what- 
ever Er107s break? in upon the Church, rothe diſtur- 
bing and diſquicting of the Peace of 1t, yet wee may 
ri2e it Out, and doe what &@WMoſes here requires from the 
people, Stand ſtill, Here is a ſecond Dircttion 3 Paſle we 
to a third. 

Thirdly, That a ſhip may be ſteady, and ride ſteady, 
ſhe muſt be /ow-maſted, (and I might adde /ow. #:1t roo) 
high-carved,and Tante-maſted (hips, they will fetch way 
ina ſtreſſez and therefore (as you know) the ule at ſuch 
times is, to ſtrike the Top-maſts, and if need be to cur all 
by the Board, that ſo the wind may have the lefle force 
and power over them. I know your thoughts here run 
before me in the application. That the ſox/e may bee 
feeadie, it muſt be humble and lowly, not high-minded, if 


| a bumble ang 10, it will be heady, It is not for nothing that Paul put- 
' lowlyſoule, teth theſe two together, heady, high-minaed, 2 Tim, 


{eldome ſhall we finde them aſunder, Surely it is none 
of the leaſt cauſes why many in theſe dayes are fo heady, 
«mas, Precipites, Raſh and precipitate in their cour- 
ſes, they are high-minded 3 TWTC@Y(4108, inflati, puffed uz 
(which ſome (with no great miſtake) read myznine, Ex- 


3 Tim. 2. 4, 


Auguf, hn | | 
Aquis. CXCcati, blinded) ſwollen with ſome high conceipts, high 
_g #44 thoughts of themſelves of their owne deſerts, their owne 


| parts, their owne gifts, it may be their owne perfec#ions. 
In the meane time looking overby, and ſuperciliouſly 
upon others, whom they apprehend to be inferiour to 
themſelves; No wonder if ſuch ſoules beanftable, run- 


ning from errovur to errour : Alafſe the winde hath roo 
| much 
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much power over them for them to fand till; A fable 
ſoule muſt be a hamble, a lowly foule, 

And how #eaaily doth ſuch a foule ride it out in all ,, cur 


weathers, come what will come ? it rides ſwugge (as you rideth ſteady 
ſay) lying under rhe winde, not feeling much of it , inallweaters 


i whilſt in the m2ane time thoſe high-carved and tall-ma- 
fted veſſ:ls, men of high choughrs and conceipts, are 
: zoſſ:4 ro and fro, and ( it may bee) ſoone over-ſer, and 


over-turned, 1 (hail no: need to minde you bow many 
(otheriwije u'c{uil) veſſels have miſcarried this way. [ 

; ſuppoſe there is {carce any of us but our owne experi- 

; ence can furniſh us with ſome inſtances of this nature, 
makin g0>4 this undoubred truth 3 that there # 20 one 

thing | hat ſcontr over-ſets and over-turncs the ſoule then 
Pride; and among1t all Prides none {a ſoone as ſpiritual 

Pride, when men thall be proud of the Graces of God : 
Wonld we in our owne particulars be ſecured from the 

like miſcarriage, and would we be ſteady intheſeunftea- 

die times ; O takethe Apoſtles Counlell ro his Colof;- 

0s : Put wee 01 44 the Elettef God, humbleneſſe of mingde, Col:z.12, 
Col. 3. 1n lowlineſſeof minde each preferring others before 

our ſelves, ( as the ſame Apoſtle prefleth it upon his Phj- Phil,z.z. 
lipptans, 

And thus thinking meazly of our ſelves, doe not either Seek nor bigh 
promiſe or ſecke high things to, or tor our ſelves ; It is thar ings for 6+, 
which the Lord bids /eremie fay to Baruchyler.gs telling OY 
him what God was about to doe, viz. to breake downe 
b what hee had tuilt, and to plucke np what hee had planted, 
tobring defolation upon the whole Land; And faith jus 
- hee ) ſeckeſt thou great things for thy ſelfe, ſeeke them not, 

: Let it be ſpoken roevery of us, as counſell very ſcaſona- 4 

© ble forthetimes into which we are fallen. God at this - 

day amongſt us, (who but _ it?) he is breaking on 
2 W 
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what he hath 6lt , he is placking up what he hath planed: 
Great are the dcſo/ations which he hath brought upon 
this Land already, yet threatning greater ; And what do 
wee now ſeek great things, hizhthings for our ſelves? Are 
our eyes upon great eſtates, high places, upon riches and 
honours, and dignities, and preferrents > Doe wee ſeeke 
theſe, promiſing or propounding them to our ſelves? 
Alaſle, doe it not in fuchtimes as theſe ; it God may but 
doe that for us which he there promiſeth Baruch to doe 
verſ,r, forhim, viz, Give our lives for a Prey toour ſelves, it is 

more then we deſerve, and morethen many of our Bre- 

then elſewhere have found, Alas, how many thouſands 

of them, have bad nor onely their Z//ates,but their Lzves 

alſo given as a Prey to others ? How many of them have 

beene , and dayly are numbred to the Sword? O, it the 

| Lord may but give us our lives as 2 Prey unto our ſelves, 
j it is mercy, anda mercy beyond our deſerts 3 I,and more 
| Promiſe ner then we can promiſe to our ſelves, Take heed inthe 
| greats meane time of promiſinggreat things to our ſelves, Take 
j Ol heed of building onr nefts on hich, It is an expreſſion 
which the Spirit of God is pleaſed to make nſe of more 
then once ; Though theu ſhouldſt make thy neſt as high as 
J Jer.gg.u6: the Eagle, I will bring thee downe fromthence, ( faiththe 
Lord ipeaking to Edow) Jer.49.] Theugh thou ſet thy neſt 

a none ft the Stars, thence will I bring thee arwne, (aiththe 

; Obad.v,q* Lord, ſpeaking to the ſame Eaomites) Obad.4.] Woe to 
Hab.z.9. Hhimthat coveteth anevill covetouſneſſe to his houſe to ſet his 
neſt on hizh (ſaith the Prophet H abucuck) Hab. 2.] The 

Metapbor is elegant , and for the ſenſe of it obvious e- 

nough : To baild the neſt en high , what is it but to pro- 

- - poundandpromilſegreat things , high things to a mans 

ſelfe > Now this take we heed of , ſpecially in ſuch times 

as theſe : If we doe it, we will never be ſtable , we ſhall 

never 
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never Stand ſtill, A Truth which that Metaphor il- They which 


luſtrates very aptly. Birds which build rheir zefts op 


build their 
neſts on high 


high in the tops of the Cedars, or other Trees , wee will never be 


fec how they wave to and againe with every wind , rea» 
dy to have neſts and all over-turned 3 whilſt in the 
meane time thoſe Birds which build upon the ground, 
or in the ſhrabs and buſhes, they (it quiet and till, 
Surely thus will it be with thoſe who build their neſts 
cn high, that propound and promiſe great things unto 
themſelves; it formes come downe upon them, it they 
meet with troubles and diſaſters , 1t they be driven 
from their houſe and home ( as many of our Brethren 
at this day are; ) Alas, how doth this ſhake and diſ- 
quiet then > To ſce all their deſ/gnes daſhed, their hopes 
made abortive, rheir expectations fruſtrated, they can- 
not beare it, they cannot brooke it , it commeth neere 
them, and ſhaketh them terribly, 

It is the ſpeech of the Prophet 7eremy unto the houſe 
of the Kingof «dab, Jer, 22. 23. 0 inhabitant of Leba- 
non, that makeſt thy neſt in the Cedars, how graciows ſhalt 
thou be when paves come upon thee, thepaine asof a wo- 
man in travell? The people of the /ewes generally (ſpe- 
cially thoſeof the Cort) they were a ſecure people , pre- 
miſing peace and tranquillitie, and proſperitie to them- 
ſelves ; they made their neits among ft the Cedars , thought 
themſelves out of the reach of what ever dangers. I, 
but what ſaith the Lord tothem > How gracioms ſhalt thou 
be when Panys come wpon thee ? When ſudden, uncx- 
peQted,unlooked for evils and judgments over-take you, 
what will you then doe ? Let it be fpoken to all fe- 
cure perfons amongſt us, the Inhabitants of Lebanow , 
thoſe who make their neſts among ſt the Cedars , pro- 
miſe or propound great things , high things to rhem- 
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ſelves. O what will you doe when judgements come 
downe upon you as Pargs upon 4 womantn travel, ſud- 
denly, unexpe&edly, unavoidably 2 That we may not be 
inordinately moved with ſuch ſtormes that we may feele 


Learne of the little of them ; learne we of that little bird the Zarke ; 
4 Which though ſhe flyehigh, as high as any bird ( if nor 


higher ) yer ſhe builds low , as lowas any, Letwe our 
ſoules riſe high , mounting up aloft to heaven-ward in 
heavenly contemplations, but build low in regard of tempo- 
rall expettations, 

Specialiy in ſuch times as theſe : It is that which the 
Prophet teremy ſayth by wayof threatning againſt Ado- 
ab, Jer. 48.0 yet that dwell in Moab , leavetbe Cities and 
awellin the Rock , and be like the Dove that maketh her neſt 
inthe fides of the holes mouth. Moab had beene proudand 
haughtie, ſo it followeth in the next words, Wee have 


heard of the Pride of Moab, he t exceeding proud, his lof- 


tineſſe, and his arrog ancy, and hu pride, and the haughtineſſe 
of hi heart, Moab had built hisneſt on high. I, but the 
Lord by his Prophet there tells them , they ſhould 
be brought downe, and made to b»:1d lower , to take up 
with a meaner condition. That which is there ſaid a- 
gainſt therm by way of zhreatning , let it be ſpoken unto 
us by way of Ceunſe., What is there ſaid of Moab may 
as truly be ſaid of England: Englardthrough her long 
continued peace and proſperitie , ſhe was become proud 
and haxghtie, Whoist\ cre but hath heardof the pride 
of England ? Not long ſince ſhe was exceeding proud; 
Certainly ſo would our fore-fathers have thought , had 
they bur ſcene this their darghter in her late Kaffe and 
Pompe. I, but now GoJ (as he hath in meaſure already 
done) he ſeemeth to be about to pull downe the pride of 
Erxgland, having already ſtript her of many ornaments, 

ma- 
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many ſuperfluities. O let all of us be now like the 
Dove, contenting our ſclves with lower and mearer 
Lockers, ſtooping to meaner conditions if God ſhall ſee 
them fitting tor us. We know not how low tre conditi- 
on of the Kmgdome in generall, or any of us in cnr own 
particulars may yet be, By way of preparation to what 
may come, let all of us be dealing with our owne hearts 


atore-hand,labouring to bring our ſpirits /6,and ſo low x, ,urfpirie 
as that yet they maybe beneathour condition. Lfa ſhip be beneath our 
over-maſted , (he will be top heavy., never fleady. And condiuen, 


thus is it with a man whole ſpirit is above his conditi- 
on, he will never be ſtable, True it is, a ſhipthat is «#- 
der-maſted will never be good for ſayle , and ſoa man that 
hath nota ſpirit in ſome meaſure proportionable to his 
condition, he will never be a&zve, nor very ſerviceable : 
But yet let it rather be «der, then over, ſpecially in ſuch 
times as theſe. 


Calamitous times , they are flooping times, When the Calamicous 


winde is aloft , and the Sea is growne , and men ride for © 
their lives, it isno time then to put out 79ps and rop-gal- * 
lamts, & flags and ſtreamers,Surely ſuch are the times that 
are come downe upon us: No times to lift up our heads 
or hearts , no times to put out flags and ſtreamers of 
pride and prodig alitie, If ever, now ffoepe , humbling our 
ſelves under the mightie hand of God, bring wee our 
hearts /ow , that (apprehending our ſelves unworthy of 
the leaſt mercy) we may be contented with whatever 
condition providence ſhall pleaſe to allot us, Taking 
this courſe, we ſhall find it of ſingular uſe for the quict- 
ing and ſtabliſhing of our ſpirirs in the midft of theſe 
tempeſtuous and unquiet times, (which threaten no leſle 
then ruine toall thoſe that look upon them, and are im- 
barked in them) ſo as whatever ſtormes ariſe , yet wee 
may 


44 Stand ſtill: or, 
may ride it out, and in our meaſure Srand ftill, I paſſe to. 
the fourth and laſt Dire7on, 
| Fourthly, That a ſhip may ride ſteady in a ſtreſle, ſhe 
Sure-Ancho- myſt be ſure-anchored, By that meanes, though moving, 
_ yet the keepeth her ſtation, Standeth ſtill, To prole- 
To ſure-An- Cutethe Metaphor, To the ſure-anchoring, of a ſhip, 
 Froring,riree there are three things requiſite, Firſt , the A»chor it 
fie, - felfemuſtbeſwre : Secondly , the Ground on which it is 
caſt muſt begood + Thirdly , the Cable wherewith it is 
faſtned muſt be frong, And all theſe muſt the Soule have 
a regard unto that would ride it out, and Stand ftiflinthe 
ſrreſſeof Temptation and Tryall. 
I; Firft, It muſt have a ſure Anchor : Now what that is, 
WM A fure-An- the Apoſtle will tell you in that place well knowne, 
; —=> og + Heb.s. Which Hope (faith he) (or Faith, for they are neer 
$ Heb.s,19, akin, ſo neereas that they are often taken the one for 
| d\ the other) Wee have for an anchor of the ſoule both ſure and 
ſteadfaſt, The ſonle of a Chriſtian inthis world it is as a 
- ſhipat Sea, ſubje@ to ſtormes and tempelts of Tempta- 
tions : In theſe ſtormes,ualeſſe it haveanAzchor,and a 
ſure Anchor to ride by, it will bedriven too & frotothe 
great both a; ſqaiet and daxger of it, Now this Anchor is 
rat fy  Farhor Hope, and very fitly may it beſo called, An 
aith fitly x "SEE." ' 
comparedro Azchor being let fall, (as Calvinwell applycs the Meta- 
an Anchor. phor) it paſſeth through the waters, maketh way through 
all the waves and billowes , never ſtaying till it come at 
the bottome 3 where taking hold of the ground which ly- 
eth out of ſight, by a ſecret and hidden force it fayeth 
the ſhip 3 ſo as though ir be moved, yet it is not remevea, 
"but ſill keepeth her ſtation: Of ſuch uſe is Faithtothe 
ſeale, When the ſoule is in a ftreſle : toficd with the 
waves and billowes of Temptations and Tryalls, threat- 
ning to ſwallow it up , Faith breakes through all, jou 
reſt- 
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reſting untill it come at God himſelfe , who is ##wifble, 
and taking hold upon him , bya ſecret force it Rayeth 
the ſoule , keepeth it from being driven upon the rocks 
or ſands of Deſparation, An Anchor , and a ſure Anchor, 
a Sheat- Anchor , an anchor which the ſoule may truſt to, 
which it may ride by , and liveby , in whatever ſtreſſe 
Can come downe upon it. The juſt ſba# live by his Faith, » Vab 4. 
( {:ith the Prophet Habbacwck ) live by it, even inthe 
' jawes of death; as a ſhip which riding at Anchor in a 
ſtrefle is faidto live by ir, Wonld wee then have our 
ſoules ſtayed ( as at alltimes fo) in theſe tempeſtuous 
and troubleſome times which are come downe upon us 
(wherein almoſt every day preſents us with new feares, 
new dangers) make we uſe of this Anchor, 
Onely taking heed that 'it be an Anchor like that 
whichthe Apottle there deſcribes, &-pai 4 &8xir, a ſure 
and ſteadfaft Anchor that will not deceive us, 
9. But how ſhall we be ſure that our Fath is ſuch, 
and will prove ſuch ? 
4. Not to goe from the Metaphor in hand, To To make fairh 
make an Anchor ſure and firme, there are two things re- — 
quiſite. It muſt be Good [ron , and well wrought, And quite, * 
ſuch muſt our Fa#th and Hope be, if we would have it 
firme and ſave. | 
Firſt, It muſt be firſt a true , ſo#nd, ſolid, ſubFantiall 1, 
faith: Faith, not Fancy. Such, (and no better) arethe 1: quit befolid 
Hopes which meere naturallmen ſtay their ſoules with in * amv 
times of danger 3 whatever beſalls others , and threatens 
them, yet they hope weff, But what is that Hope of theirs? .- 
Nothing but Favcy. A light imagination grounded up- 
en ſome poſſibilities ,at beſt ſome probabilities, They con- 
ceive a poflibilite of eſcaping the canger, and happily 
they apprehend ſome probable wayes and mganes where- 
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by they may ſecure themſelves fromit; and hence fpring 
their Hopes wherewith they beare up 'their;. Hearts 
and Heads, Now alas theſe are but vaine and 6r##t/e 
hopes, like fpalt and brittle Fron that will never make good 
Anchor, There is no trufting to them, they are Periſh- 
ing Hopes. So BildadinTo6 ſaith of them, Job 8. The 
Hypecrites hope ſhall periſh ; whoſe Hope ſhall be cut off , and 
whoſe truſt ſhall be as the Spiders Web, A Spiders Web, it is 
om (as you know ) out of the Spiders owne Bowel, 

nd fuch arethe hopes of Hypecrizes, and meere carnall 


- men, they are but webs ſpunne out of their owne Bowells, 


nothing but a Contexture (as I may fay) of ſome proba- 
bilities and poſſibilities which they fancy tothemlſelves, 
No truſting to ſuch Hopes. Spiders threads, though 
they were twiſted never ſo many double, yet they would 
never make a good Cable, Had we never fo many pofit- 
bilities and probabilities repreſented to us, yet truſt 
not unto them. Looke we ont for better Hope then this, 
vi3.a ſound, ſolid, ſubſtantial! Hope or Faith : A Hope 
ſpunne (as I may ſay) out of Gods owne Bowells; or (to 
holdrothe Metaphor) a faith digeed (as I may ſay) out 
of the Hine of the Word, No other Mine will afford 
Iron to make this ſure Avchor of: It muſt be Gods owne 
Mine, the Scriptures. There we ſhall meet with' many 
rich vener of precious promiſes ; theſe are (as I may ſay) 
the Metzall, the matter and ground-worke, out of which 
4 true faith, a ſound and ſure hope is drawre. 

Firft, Which then ( in the ſecond place!) muſt be 
well-wrought, viz. by the 8pirit throwgh the Word, Even 
as in the forging. of an 4»chor, there is the Smith, the 
Fire, andthe Hammer: ſo here in the working of this 
Faith, the worke-man is the Spirit, which istherefote cal- 


it, 
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it. The Fire andi Hammer, that is the word in the mini- 
ſtery. of it : I5smot my wordlike 45 a fire, ({aith the Lord 
and like a Hammer ? Jer. 23. Such is the Word inthe 
mouth of Gods Miniſters , being accompanicd by the 
Spirit, Newt is as a fre for the ſofrning of the heart, 
and as an Hammer for the forging and faſhioning of it. 


Would we then have our Faith and Hope firme and ſure, 


ſeewethat they be thus wrought. And forthat end put 
we our foules into the hands ot this Work-man, by a con- 
{tant and conſcionable attendance upon the Word, which 
ler us daily and-frequently meditate upon, working the 
promiſes upon our owne Hearts, An 4ncr, it 15not 
forged at one heate,nor welded with one ſtroke: It muſt in- 
rothe fire againe,avd againe, 2nd have ſtroke after ſtroke, 
aud piece after piece. A ſure and ſound faith , it is.not 
ordinarily wrought by one 44, but many. There muſt 
be an incwlcating of the promiſes of God by frequent med;- 
tation and Appireation, layingon one, promiſe after ano- 
ther, and working themon upon rb@foule. Here is the 
firſt thing requifite to thisſ#re- Anchoring , the Anchor 
it ſelfe muſt beſare. 
Secondly, The ſecond requifite is, that the Ground on 


which the Axchor is caft be Good, good ground fit to G 
Anchor in. Now to make it ſo, there are (as you know) 


) jer.23-29. 


2, 
ood & firme 
round, net- 
er Foule nor 


twothings requiſite. It muſt neither be Fowle nor Falſe : talle. 


Not Foule, but Cleare 3 free both trom Rocks and Wrecks, 
which are ſubje& to chafe the Cable in pieces: Not falſe, 
but frme ; ſo as the Anchor may not came. home. And 
even ſuch 2 erowd rauft'a Chriſtian chooſe for his Faich 


and hope, that" would'ride it out, and Stand ii. The 


groundof his Hope and: Confidence 'muſt ncitherbe Fowle 
nor Faife. x 


Firſt, Not Foule; Such isthe Wope and Confidence that \, Þ oy 
_ Gu wicked Ground, 


Plal.63.10, 


Al eſfon for 
Souldiers. 
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wicked men put in their i-go1ten goods , got whether by 
Oppreſiion or Frasd : neither of them to be truſted in. 
Truſt n0t in oppreſſion , become root vaine in Robbery ( ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt.) This Davidthere ſpeaketh more, fpeci- 
cially to his Seuldjers ( as our Aynſworth obſerves upon 
it.) And indeedit is a Leſſon very proper for men of 
that 2Pro'efſion ; If there be any of them here preſent 
this day , let them carry it away with them, carrying it 
both into the fic{d, and from the field to their owne Hou- 
fes : Truſt not ye in Oppreſſion , in unjuſt Extortions , or 
fradulent Injuries z become not ye vaine in Robbery : make 
not your ſelves vaine and vile inthe eyes of others, by 
violent and unwarrantablc Plenderangs,and Spoylings,and 
Robbines , ſccking thereby to inrich your ſelves. Here- 
by (as you wrong others now) you will but deceive your 
ſelves inthe end; ſpecially if you-put any confidence, 
any truſt in goods ſo gotten, both waies becomming 
vaine, An Inſtruftion very proper for them, and not 
improper for others. Let all of us this day carry it 
home with us. Are wethe owners or poſleſſors of any 
ill-gotren gooas 2 go0ds gotten by Opprefiion or Fraud, by 
Violence or Deceit ? Truſt not to them, nay take we heed 
of them, they will be but as Rocks and Frecks to chafe in 
ſunder our Cables 3 confidence fo placed will never hold. 
No more will that confidexce which is placed in any ind;- 
ref, unlawfull , and unwarrantable waics and meanes 
for the ſecuring or delivering of our ſe'ves. That of the 
Wiſeman is expreſt, Prov.12, Aman ſhall not beeſtabli- 
ſhed by wickedneſſe. Would we ride Sure , take wee heed 
that we caſt not Axcbor upon Fonle ground, . 
Secondly, Nonor yet upon falſe grownd. Suchare Ri- 
ches, though well-gotten, and rrucly come by , yet they 
are but falſe-ground , 7 ncertaine Riches (as the me 
. file 
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file calleth them) and therefore (as he there preſſeth it) 
nor to be confided in, Charge them that be Rich in this » Tim. 6-17: 
world that they truft not in uncertaine Riches, So alfothe 
Pſalmiſt in the place fore-named, proſecutes his charge. 
Truft not in Oppre(ſ10n become not vainin Robbery ; If Riches Plal.62, 10» 
increaſe ſet not your Hearts upon them.) If Riches, Cajil, 
(faith the Originall ) a Power of Wealth , or Power full- 
Wealth, (as £aynſworth renders it ) If they increaſe and 
flow in upon us , though it be at the right Channel , by 
honeſt and good wayes, (as Calvisandother Expoſitors 
interpret that Clauſe) yet ſet not owr Hearts upon them, 
truſt not in them 3 caſt not Anchor upon this ground. 
If we doe , we ſhall find it no better then a quick-ſand, 
falſe grou::d. Our Anchor thus caſt,it will come home, 
{o aid the poore-Rich mans in the Goſpell: Having hea- 
ped upa »eſ/e,and as he thought,a meantain of wealth,he 
caſts anchor upon it, hoping to ride by it many dayes, nay 
Jeares ; Soule, Soule, take thy eaſe, thow haſt goods laidup 
for many yeares. I, but ſee , the ground being falſe , his 
Anchor comes home the firſt night, Thew foole this verſ.20z 
night, rc. | 
I might ſay the like of whatever it is that the ſoule 
can put any confidenee in beſides God, Be it out of our 
ſelves, in any creature in earth or heaven ;; or be it within 
oar ſelves, inany Gifts , whether of nature, as ſtrength or 
wit, or the like , whereby we may thinke we ſhall be a- 
ble to ſhift for our ſelves 3 or Gifts of Grace , whether 
Common or Saving. In none of theſe may a Chriſtian 
put any confidence. As for ſaving, Sanitifying-Graces, 
the /eſuite ſaith well 3 A Chriſtian may take up confidence pellarm; 
from them , but not put any confidence in them ; Take - 
confidence from them , as they are evidences of Gods 
Jove , and favour towards him 5 but not making them a 
amen Sa 
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g70und of: Confidence, not reſting uponthem. This if 
we ſhall doe, they may taile us, I meaneas touching the 
ſenſe and apprehenſion of them, The caſe is common 
and ordinary ; In Satenicall Temptations , and Divine de- 
{ertions 5 Gods deareſt Saints come to dowbt, and queſtion 
whether they have any truth of Grace or no, Now in 
ſuch caſts , thould wee make them the ground of our 
confidence, our Anchor would come home, our truſt 
would faile us. Andtherctore , that we may ride it out 
in all wegthers,taking heed of both theſe, foult-grounds, 
and' faiſe-grounds ; calt wee our Anchor upon Govd 

| ground, 
FThis good 2. And where isthat tobe found > 4. Why in Hea- 
þ —————_ onely ven, Here is a difference, and a remarkable one, betwixt 
po tcaren» this and other Anchors, (as Interpreters upon that fixrh 
Cato. of the Hebrewes , commonly obſerve ) They are caſt 
—_ aownewards, this upwards. Faith (or Hope ) it «© an An- 
| chor (ſaith the Apoſtle there) which emtreah rotharwhich 
| # withinthe vaile, entreth into heaven , whither Chriſt 
| our High-Prieſt is gone to make Interceſſron for his peo- 
plezas the HizhPrieft under the Law was wont to go with- 
Caſt Anchor 7 the vaileot the Temple. And here we mult caſt auchor 
| = he if wewould have it ſwreand ſteadfaſt , ſo as we may ride 
: ſteadyby it. Caſt it within the wazle, in Heaven npon 
God himſelf. Shall we caſt it upon any thing without the 
waile, uponany thing of this {ide Heaven , or upon any 
EEMaking God thing i Heaven beſides God and Teſw Chriſt ( as poore 
$5 oncour co» deluded Papiſts doe upontheir Saints and Angels? ) Ir 
_—— will come KD and deceive us when we have moſt need 
' .- of it. Learne we therefore all of us to make God, and 
gf Plal,c5.s. -- God alone- our Confidence , He i the Confidence of all the 
| ends of the earth {fo the Pſalmift calls him : ) Make wee 
bira-our-Confidence. So. did Pawd for himſeHe. 4* 


what 
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what time I an «fraid 1 'will iraft im thee, Pſal, 58. And Phbg6'3-" > 
he would have others :todorhe like, and that atall times, 0 
Truſt in him at all times ye people, Pſal, 62, And this doe ©l.6:8. 
we, (asatall times, ſo) ſpecially in theſe unſteady and 
unſtabletimes. Reſolve we:to make not war, but God Norruſting ia 
our confidence. The former we {ave madetryall enongh, "©... .; 
(I feare too much) of. And we fee how that anchor hath 

come home , how that confidence hath failed us. That 

which Devid hath written wee may ſigne to, #/al. 62. 

Surely men of low degree are vanitie, and men of high at- Plal.62,9, 
gree area lye , tobe layed inthe Ballance, they art altogether 

lgher then vanitie, Whatever they be, be they never fo 

great, nay never ſogood, yet take heed how wee truſt in 

them, It wedoe, it is both poſſible and probable, at one 

time or other our Anchor will come hone, Let Goa'be Rom.z.-4. 
rruc, but every mana lyer, Such areall men as wen, lyers 

both 42ively and Paſſively, ſubjet to Deceive, and 

be deceived, God alone is Immutable, V nchangeable , like 

firme ground which will not , cannot giveway, Would 

weride ſure, Anchor ypon him, Here the !efwire him- ,,,,..' 
ſelfe will yeeld us a Twiffammm eſt , that it is the ſafeſt 
courſe ſo to doe, Totam in ſola, To place our whole truſt and 
confidence in tbe alone mercy of God , and merits of Chriff 
for Eterpall Salvation, / 'Ard doe we the like for Tewpo- wr 
rat falvition.. Y ſe meanes (as Davidwould his Bow and Pahqect. 1 
Sword) but t+#ſt not-in them. w:{ not truſt in my Bow , ' 
weithiy ſhall my Sword ſave me : Make Godalone our 

Traft, By that meanes may wee come to Stand ftifl, to 

ride ſure and ſteady in all weathers, notto be changed in 

the midſt of changes.7n #he Lord put I my truſs (ſaith Da- 

wid) how ſay ye then to my ſonle , fe as & Bird to your moun- 

tate? Pal, 11, Theywhich truſt in the Lord, ſhall be as Pal,nn.z; 
Mount Sion, which cannot be removed, bat abidcth for ever, vol 125.5 
Phal, x25, Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, The third and laft Branch of this Drirefon 
is behind, I will diſpatch it in a word, The 4»chor and 
ground being good, now what wants but a ftreng-Cable to 
taſten the Anchor to the ſhip > Thus the ſoule having 
Placed and pitched her confidence upon God, what wants 
now but a firme and ſtrong-Reſolutionnot to let that con- 
fidence goe > Caſt not awas your confidence (faith the Ape- 
ſtle to his Hebrewes) Heb. 10, Let not this Anchor flip, 
hold it faſt. Wheſe honſe we are if we hold faſt the confi- 
dence , ( ſyith the ſame Apoſtle ) Heb. 3. It the Cable 
breake or flip , ſoas the thip be put from her Anchor, 
ſhe is preſently a drift in danger of running upon the 
maine , of ſiriking upon Rocks or Sends. Thus it the 
ſoule have once let goe the confidencewhich it hath on 
God,and fo be put trom its Anchor,it is now driven to0 
and fro like a Weafe, not knowing whereto reſt , being 
in continuall andemirent danger of miſcarriage. And 
therefore whatever come , however God be pleaſed ro 
deale with us, yet put on this Reſolution, not to let him 
goe. 1will not let thee goe, (ſaith Zacob : ) Bur ſtill to hope 


19 him Still hope thou i Ged (faith Davidto his dilquie- 


ted ſoule; ill totreft in him z Thongh he kill me, yet will 
I truſt in him ((aith ob.) A reſolution (methinkes) moſt 


AnEmblemof [jvely emblematized and ſhadowed forth by a ſhip riding 


ES Faith confli&- 


at Anchor in a flreſſe : Where the Anchor brings downe 
her head as if it would pull her under water , inſfomuch 
that the waves and billowes oft-times rake over her , it 
may be from head to ſearne, as if they would ſinke her, 
ſwallow her up; yet for all this ſhe holdeth her holc, 
and will not It the Anchor goe : Come what will come 
ſhe will ride it out, and if ſhe fink, ſhe will fink at An- 
chor. A molt lively Emblem of a belceving ſoule con- 
flifting with Temptation, The formes come downe upon 
it, 
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it, the waves riſe and beate upon it, I, it may be, goe 0- 

ver the head of it:([t is that which ona ſaith of himſelf 

in a litterall ſenſe z 44 thy billowes and thy waves paſſe 8« Jon.r.z, 
ver me, Jon. 2. Andwee may heare David ſaying the 

fame of himſelfe in a metaphoricall ſenſe , A#thy bil. Pal417- 
lowes and waves are gone over me, Plal, 42.) Threatuing 
todrowne, to ſinke, to ſwallow it up, Yet for all this, 

the ſoule baving caſt Ancior, fined its confidence upon 

God, it will not let it {lip : come what will come , what 

cancome , it is reſolved to hold its hold : If ir fenk, it 

will fnke at Anchor; If it periſh, it will perith with God, 

and Ieſus Chriſt in the Armes of it ; A Reſolution fit for 

a Chriſtian. And ſuch a Reſolution let every of us put A Refution 
on at this day. A forme is come downe upon the King- f* ior the 

' . . IMES, 

dome, (the ſhip wherein we are all imbarked) the waves 

are up , the Sea is growne, what ſhall we doe > VVhy, 

whatever we doe, let not our Cable runne out, let not our 

Anchor {lip ; let not goethe #0/d which wee have of our 

God 3 caſt not away our F4:th or Confid:nce: Remember 

it is our Azchor, it is that we muſt ve by 3 It thar be 

gone; all is gone. Ic is not here with rhe ule as it is with 

a ſbip:Ifa ſhip be put from her Ancior,yer the may put 

into ſome harbour or other where ſhe way. be late ; But 

if the ſoule bewholly put from this 4427, what har- 

bour ſhall ſhe put for > Now there is nothing but Seas, 
and Rocks, and Sands, nothing but preſcar veſperation, 

and furure deſtruction to be expected. And therefore, 

(to cloſe up this point wiich harch c2rried away my 
thoughts through the aptneſle ind tweetnefſe of rhe me- 
taphor which } fell upos) having 0.ve caſt this jure 4n- 
hor upon this Cleare and firme Ground, baving placed 
our cor fidence upon God, now hoid the head of ric 1om'e 
to it, wit.. tle Cable of a firmie and ſtrong refoluric n, re- 
ſolving 


— — 


$4 Stand till: or, 
ſolving not to let our confidence goo » Bythis meanes the 
ſoule being thus ſsrely. Auchored, it may come to ride it 
out in all weathers , andthat in ſome meaſure ffeadily; 
ſos though it be moved, yet it (hall not be removed, but 
Stand ſti. And thus I bavear length alſo done with this 
ſecond Branch of this ſeaſonable Counſe# handled unto 
us in this word, Conſi#ite, Stand ſtil, not wavering, I 
paſſe to thethird. 


Stand ſtill , not Flying. 


- 


3. Thus were the 7/raelites at this time ready to doe; 
| ame DOME ready to flye from the Enemy, could they but have 
| 2" ara founda paſlage to breake out at; others as ready to flye 
$ their ground 28 him, Moſes interdits them both with this one word 

agaiol Soirt of Command; Stand, fl auri-faft, fland-ftill, requiring them 
* euall & Tem- to ſtand their ground, to keepe their Quarters and Stati- 
; porall, #ns, Andthis ſhould the Lords people doe in like caſes 
Apainf fyiri- 222inſtall cheir Enemies ; be they Spiritual or Temporall, 
rurall Ene- Spiritumrlh, Satan and A n1n-chriſt ; Temporalt, cruel! and 
mics, $313" ® bloody Perſecutors 3 all repreſented and ſhadowed out 
| '* here by Pharoah and his Hoaſft; as I ſhall Mow you inthe 
proſecution. And againſt all theſe ſhould the Lords 
people ftand therr ground, 
| I; Firſt, Againſt Satan and all the Power of Hell : Thoſe 
| Ggainit Satin. Principalitics , and Powers, and Rulers of the Dark- 
| Ephe-6.12, Meſſe of this worl4, thoſe mwudes mms, thoſe Spirituall 
| wickedacſi:s in high places, (as the Apoſtle defcribes them, 
Ephe. 6.) Th: arerhechiefe Enemies ( as the Apoſtle 
there tells us) rhar Chriſtians have to combate Mex 7/4 


-nptany Hiktwith. Eccimes repreſented by Pharoah and bis pow- 
fencing S:ran £rfull Army here puriuirg the 1ſraelires, Even thus doth 
and he Power $4748, With all the power of Hel purſucthe /ſracl of God, 


(lo 
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(ſothe Apoſtle callerh all faithfull Chriſtians, Gat, 6.) Gal.6.16. 
g9pt , i hallnotneed ro tell it you, how.it was a fi- 
gure of qyr /þ/7itwall boadage,and miſery under foxne and 
Satan, Nor yet how 1ſ- 4215 deliverance out of «&gypt was 
a figure of our ſpiritaal delruerance by Chrift. Theſe are 
obvions notions. Asa!lſo that Pharoah the King of &- 
gypt was bur as a Yice-Royor Depetie, repreſenting S2tan 
the Prince of thuwor(d. It is a rcpreſentation which wee Job-14-30, 
find the Prophers ſometimes making uſe of. So the 
Father Saint /crawe Interprets that of the Prophet Zze- Ezck-29.v.2, 
chiel, Enek. 29. Sonne of Man ſet thy fare againſt. Phargah 
King of Agypt, &c. This he ſpeakes (faith rhe Father) 
literally againſt Pharoah King of «Sgypt ; but Allegori- Hirron.com.ad 
cally and Myi#tcally , Contra maguam illam Poreſtatem, **** 
againſt that Princ:palitic and Power,cven $4tanthe Prince 
Paramontof <£gypr. Bur more clearcly the Prophet 
Ifagin his 27 chap. Propheſyimg againlt che King dom of 
Satan, ( as the Contents in your Geneva Bibles lay it 
downe) he expreſlerh ir chus :'/» that day the Lord with a 1a.r7.1. 
ſore, great and ſtrong Sword, ſhall viſtte Leviathan, the win- 
ding Serpent, &c,and be ſhall ſlaythe Dragon that inthe 
Ses. Where by Leviathan,the Serpent, & Dragon(as In- 
terpreters moſtly agree it) is to be underſtood properly 
' the King ofeMegypt,who was a Potent and mightiePrince, 
living amongſt, and (as it were) upon the waters, viz. the 
River of Nil, and the Red-Sex, from whence came the 
chiefeſt revenne of his Country , (as 16/5 notes upon 
the word Leviathan) and therefore there called the Br a- 
gon that # ivthe Sea, or the Dragon inthe waters , as the 
Pſalmiſt deſcribes him , ?ſal, 74. where ſpeaking of 
Pharoch and other his Commanders, whom God deftroy- 
ed in the Red Sea: Thou brakeſt ({1ith he) the hrads of the Plal.74-13,14 
Dragons iu the waters ; Thou brakeſt the heads of Leviathan 
H 2 in 


\ 
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| Ezec,i9.3, 
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| ant. Hom.1. 
Calo, 1h14, 
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Epae. 6.13, 
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| |  Faſts. 
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in pieces, In both places , the Dragos and Leviathan is 
one and the ſame, viz. Pharoab with all the Power of - 
£Pt. - So the Propher Ezekiel moſt clearly explaines it, 
Ezek.29. 3. where Propheſying by name againſt Phars- 
an King of. Mg ypt, hecalls him the great Dragon that ly- 
eh in the midſt of bis Rivers, Thus it is properly , but 
Myitically and vAHegorically , it is to be underſtood of 


Hitron-Com.ad Satan and his Kingdowe., So lerome, fo Calvin, lo Inter- 


preters generally carry it,Satan,he is the great Leviathan, 
ſo called for his Power and ſtrength; that crooked winding 
Serpent ,;for his poyſon and ſubtiltie, winding himſelfe eve- 
ry way for his owne advantage : The Dragon that s inthe 
Sea, the Sea of this world, (as Catvin profecutes it ) 
playing and ſporting himſelfe like the Zeviathan in the 
deepe waters,or like the Crocodile in Nilm, ſeeking whom 
he may devoure. And he is the ſþirituall Pharoah , who 
ho!ding all men by nature in a ſpirituall ſervitude and 
bondage, he proſecutes the 1ſraelof God, all thoſe who 
are taken out of his hands, tranſlated out of his King- 
dome, in meaſure freed and delivered from his Tyranny, 
with all che power he can make, ſecking either to reduce 
them, or to deſtroy them. . 

Now.in reference to him,and all theſe ſpirituall Enc- 
mies , the counſell inthe Text is very proper , teaching 
the Lords people what they aretodoe , Conſifite, land, 
ſtand faſt. So the Apoſtle prefſeth and inculcateth it in 
the place fore-named, Ephe. 6, Put 81 the whole armour of 
God, thit you may be ablr to ſtand, veri. 11, Take unto you 


the,whole armour of God, that you may be able to withſtand, 


and hawing done all, to ſtand, verſ. 13." fa, «my, tO 
ftend, ard ſtand againſt. Againſt what > Why, againſt 
that Crooked, winding Serpent, againſt the wiles of the De- 
vill, ver, 11. 2g1inſt that great Leviathan , thoſe Priwci- 
palities 
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palities and Powers, verſ. 12, Againſttheſe ſtand we taſt, 

not Flying, but ReſiFing, not flying from Satan, but ma- 

king head againſt him 3 Whom reſift teadfaſt inthe Faith, 1 Vers v 
(faith Saint Petey) ſpeaking of that roaring Lyon :) cu 

ninice, firm 11 fide, or per fidem , firme and ſteadfaſt by 

Faith in Faith, by the Powey of Faith in the Profef1on of 

Faith. Stand faff in the Faith, (ſaith the ſame Apoltle to 2 Cori16.1;, 
his Corinthians, 1 Cor.16,) ] 

2 Stand ſtill? And ſtand faſt ? Counſel! loone given, Satan,a parent 
(you may ſay) but not ſo ſoone taken. Satan , a Potent Eneny- 
Enemy , how ſhall we poore ſtriplings ever be ableto 
looke him in the face , much more ro ſtand our ground 
againſt him ? 

A, Even ſo might the /ſraclites here have replyed to So was Pha- 
Moſes .- Pharoah and his Heaft, 2 Potent Enemy, and how 794b- 
ſhou'd they-ever be able to ſtand againſt him ? Yet tor 
all that Moſes here bids them ſtand , and fand tiff, This 
did he, evenas it is ſaid of Abraham, Rom. 4. 19. Be- 
ing not weake in Fanh, he conſidered not his owne body, &+c, 
He ſtaggered not at the Promiſe of God thronyh wvinbelife , 
but was ſtrong in Faith;gtving'glory to God : thus did 410- 
ſes here. Being not weake in Faith, he conſidered not the 
Bodyof his owne Army , which in many reſpe&s was 
farre inferiour to that of the Enemies 3 but being ſtrong 
in Faith,he gave glory to God, reſting upon the Promiſe, 
and upon that ground he bids them ard, True it is, 
if we looke at our Enemies-and our ſelves , comparing 
their ſtrength with our weakeveſie, we ſhall find a diſcou- 
raging diſproportien. Bur here's our comfort,whatever Gol is able 
they or we be , we have a ffrong God who is able to make mak* us and, 
us /tand, though in our ſelves never ſo weake, So faith 
"aut of the weake brother , zmivioma, He ſhall be npheld, Rom. 14 4 
he ſhall be eabl;ſhid , why , for God s able ts make him 


H 3 ſtand. 


Rom, 419,20, 
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ftand, And therefore how conſcions ſoever of our owne 
weaknefſe, yet be we ſtrong inthe Lord, ſtrong, not in our 
owne, but in his ſtrength , goipg forth againſt this Ene- 

1 Sam.19-45. my as Davidagainſt his G oliab, not in any confidence of 
our owne, but in the zame of the Lord, reſting upon his 

r Tiwm,4.17,18. POWer and faithfulneſſe , who having once detzvered ns 

Pal. 33.8. out of the mouth of this Lyon , will yet deliver ws (as Paul 

i}, 1,6. R , 
concludes) perfeQing his owpe worke where once he 
hath begun it. Stand wee therefore our ground againſt 
Satan. 

Y Secondly , And as againſt Satan, fo ( in the ſecond 
Againſt 'Anti- Place) againſt Anti-chrift, A fpiritnall wickedneſſetoo, 
naage 5 1m Such is the my#ery of LA4nti-chrift , whatever the Perſon 
ner be. An Enemy figured and ſhadowed out alſo by Pha- 
roab,s&, roah,andthe power of Egypt here. Egypt, it wasa Type 
Revel, 1z. and fignreof Rome, ſo the Spirit it felte interprets it, 

Revel, 11, where ſpeaking of the two witneſſes, the faith- 

full 2artyrs of Chriſt that ſhould be flaine under Anti- 

chriſt, (as it is generally interpreted) he faith, That their 

dead bodies ſhould lye inthe fircets of the great Citie , which 

re 1s, JÞiritnally. & called Sodome and Egypt. That great City 
there ſpoken of is Rowe , together with the who!e Ro- 

w1ſh juriſd.Aion ; and of this Citic ſaith the Spirit, it is 
ſpiritually called Sodome aud Egypt ; Sedome,for the Fil. 

thineſſe of it,the horrid abominations there ated and al. 

lowed; Egypt, for her /delatry and Tyranny, being a 

Houſe of Bondage to Gods people, wherein they were 

held inthralled for many hundred yeares together : And 

being 1n meaſure delivered from that bondage , 2s Iſrae! 
here-was from Egypts, Pharoah and his Hoaſt , the Pope 

the bead of the Chnrch Malignant upon earth , with all 

the power he can rayſe both Spiritual and Temporal, bee 
proſecutes and purſueththem ; ſeeking by all wayes ard 

mcanes 


Y" 
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meanes either to7edacethem , to bring them back into 

Egyptian» Remiſh-bondage againe, or elſe to deſtroy them, 

ro cut them off from being a people; that ſo the »ame ptai.s;.4; 

of Iſrael might be no more had in Remembrance. Now in 

this caſe, what ſhall the poore Church and people of 

God doe 2 Why even that which Afoſes here adv ifeth the 

Iſraelites to doe in the like condition , viz. fand ſtil, 
 Conliſtite, favudfaft. I, whatever {traits or exigents, 

whatever dangers or difficulties they may be brought 

unto, yet let them fand faſt, tand ſtill, 

And this let all of us at this day doe. That is my Appſic. 
aime ftill, to w_ home this piece of counſel! to our >ndiaitia 


k --* our libertic 
ſelves, as apprehending it very ſeaſonable, conſidering from Anci- 


the condition into which God hath now caſt us. Acondi- cbriftian Bon- 
| tion(as I haveoften ſaid)not unlike to this of the Iſraelites **5** 
inthe Text, and that not onely in reſpect of our preſent 

dangers, but alſo in reſpe&t ot our former deliverance, 

who here had bronght them out of Feypr, from un- 
der the bondage of a Temporal! Pharoah , hath wrought 
the like, nay a greater deliverance for us, in bringing our 
forefathers from under the bondage of a Spiritual Pha- 
r9ab, that Remiſh-Bondage, bringing them and us into a 
libertic , and that comparatively a gloriows libertie. 
Having done this for us, at the preſent he hath brought 
us (as he did them) to the Red-Sea, a Sea of Blood, where 
we are in agreat ſtrait, incompaſled with many difficul- 
ties and dangers. Now in this condition what ſhall wee 
doe ? Why, take the counſell in the Text ; whatever be- 
come of us ; yet fand ftill, ftland faft. It is Pawls counſell 
and charge to his Galathians, Gal. 5. Stand faſt iv the Gal.s.r, 
libertie wherewith Chrift hath made w free, and be not 4- 
gaine intangledin the yoake of Bondage. Beloved, this is a 
liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, this liberty 


from 


Seand fill, 


ing aſide, 


Luk, 16.26, 


Ami4.4. 


neither rerur- 
ning nor turn* 
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from Romiſh ſervitude 3 and therefore being delivered, 
zriale, ftandfaft , not ſuffering our ſelves to be againe 
intangled in rhe yoake of that bondage, In this cale ra- 
ther chooſing to Dye Free-men then to live ſlaves, Stand 
we faſt theretore. 

And Stavd ſtill. Neither Returning , nor yet Turning 
aſide. Both theſe at the preſent the Iſraelites were ready 
ro doe. Being in this ſtrait, many of them in their affe- 
Aions were returned back to Bgypt againe ; [s not thu the 
word that we did cellthee in Egypt , ( lay they to Moſes in 
the verſe before the Text) Saying, Let us alone that wee 
may ſerve the Egyptians , for it had beene beettey for us to 
ſerve the Egyptians ? Others of them no queſtion were 
looking out which way they might 7rze aſide ; and could 
they have found a paſlage either on the right. handor left, 
they were ready to breake out at it. And I would to 
God there were not too many in this Kingdome at this 
day too like untothem in both theſe. Some who in their 
affe&tions are returned backe to Egypt to Rome againe, 
Such who thinke that there is too great a 4z too vaſt 
a aiftance betwixt Rome and us, (ſurely ſuch rhere were 
ſome amongſt us of late, and I doenot thinke that their 
number is leſſened at this day, ) and therefore they could 
be content to meet them halfe way , that ſo there might 
be a Reconciliation betwixt us and them. Others twrn:xg 
aſide , ſome to the right hand, others to the {tft hand, 
breaking out at thoſe Breaches which the ſad calamitie of 
the Times hath made. Ir isa branch of rhat threztning 
which the Lord denounceth againſt Samarrs by tl:c Pro- 
pher Amos, Am, 4. Te ſhall goe ont at the Breaches, very 
Cow at that which i before her : meaning that th.'y ſhuuld 
flye confuſedly , ſome this way, ſomethat way. And is 
not the like judgement in a great meaſure falle. upon us 
of 


. 
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'of this Kingdome at this day > How many doe wee ſee 
dayly going and fly ing,our at the Breaches which our (2d 
Divifions fo mad the walls of our Hz:er»ſalen ? 
Breaking forth into Errers,ſome on the left hand, others 
on the 1:7 ht hand, every one at the Breach that & before 
them ? Thus it-15, but thus it ſhould not be. 

Andthus let it not be with us (my Brethren.) God 
hath in mercy brought us out of Ezypr, delivercd us from 
Remiſh Bondage, Farre be itnow from any of us toen- 
tertaine ſo much as a thought of ever returning thi- 
ther againe. Stand faft in this our libertie, Whatever li- 
bertie it is that God harh vouchſafed us that way, main- 


taine it, ſtandingour ground, keeping our diſtance z ta- Beware of Re- 
er concilers and 
Moderators, 


2 King.20,1 


king heed of the proditorious counſel's of whatev 
faint-kearted, or falſe-hearted Reconcilers or Moderators, 
who would perſwade us to imitate the Suxne (or ſhadow) 
upen the Dal of az, to return ſome degreenback- 
wards, to remit ſomewhat of our ſtricknefle and r:gid- 
wefſe (as they deeme and call it) and to meet our adverſi- 
ries of Reme halfe-way. by receiving their T74d:tions, re- 
admitting their Superſtitious Rites and Cuſtomes, that © 
we might at leaft hold a faire correſpondency and com- 
pliance with them : Counſell moſt pernicious and de- 
ſtruRive to the true Church of Gad. Stop wee our 
eares againſt it,knowing them for falſe-brethren, who ei- 
ther ſuggeſt or promote it. So Pauicalleth thoſe Inudai- 
zing-chriſtians,who ſought cunningly to betray the liber- 
tie of the Churches. F alſe-brethren (ſaith he) wnawares 
bronght in , who came mprivily to ſpy out our libertie which 
we have in Chriſt Ieſus , that they might bring us into box- 
dage. Such be we ware of , not hearkning to them, not 
ſuffering our ſelves tobe thus inthralled and inſlaved a- 
gaine, It is that which Pau! blames and checks his Cs- 
 Fimbien for, that they were ſo patient, or rather fo dull 


F., 


Notreturning 
to Kame 2+ 
gaine, 


Galt:4, 
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| 
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| 


| 
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| 


Ha Apoſtles layed upon them (as 


4 


Jer,15.g, 37 (faith the Lor 
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2 Cor,x1.20. and ſtupid this way, Teſuffer (faith he) if 4 man bring 
Iſachers Pati- you into bondage, 2 Cor. 11, VVhatever bardens the falſe 
id many , preſſing 
Circumciſion, with other Ceremonies of the Law, impo- 
ſing them not as things indifferent , but neceſſary) they 
were content to beare and yeeld to. Such patience we 
may truely call it, Yirtus CAſunina , Iſachars Patience, 
Gen.49.14- whom 7acob herein compareth to that dull creature 
which concheth downe betw:xt a double burden, Not com- 
mendable in thoſe Coriuthians, nor yet where ever it is 
found. 
What Bazdens AS for other burdens, wemay beare them, and in ſome 
may be borne, Caſes 0ug ht, Burdens by lawfall anthoritie impoſed upon 
and what I. the outward man, upon our perſons or eſtates, though grie+ 
vous,yet we may bearethem. And when we muſt doe it, 
doe it patienly 3 the beſt remedy in this caſe , the beſt 
way to alleviate and lighten burdens of that nature, 
Levin fit Patienti4, &c, But when burdens come to be 
impoſed upon Coxſcience (as in the Churchof Romethey 
are, where humane Inventions are impoſed not as things 
inarfferent, but neceſſary ; not as matters of order , but of 
wor ſhep 3 made parts of worſhip , or meanes oi worſhip, 
and fo dire&ly layed as burdens upon the Conſcience) 
in this caſe to beate and ſuffer, ( 1 meane to ſhew our 
ſelves «five in obedience ) what 1s it but to betray the 
0 libertie wherewith Chriſt hath made us free? And ther- 
fore here ſtand we faſt. 
__— Which that we may doe, krepe we our diſtance, not 7e- 
__ turning untothem, This is that which the Lord giveth 
the Prophet Zeremy in charge todoe, Having once made 
a ſeperation , ſeperated the preciow from the wile, then 
d) Let them retwrne unto thee ; but 1cturne 


wet thou ano them, Take wee the charge as directed unto 
ITO Us, 
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us. Wethrough the mercy and gooanefle of God, have 
made a ſeperation from the Church of Rome ,, having ( ar 
leaſt i meaſure ) ſeperated the preciow from the 
vile; precious Traths from vile Errors, precious Ord:- 
nances from vile Corruptiens, wherewith they were ming- 
led amongſt them. Now what ground we have here gor, 
keepe it , keeping ourdiftance, It they will come and 
returne to us; ſoit is otherwiſe let not us returne to 
them, no nor yet come neerer to them, Heare the coun- 
ſell in the Text, and take it, fx2d we /ti1, 

Stand ſtill not returning, not iwrnine back , nonor yet 
turning aſide. A charge which the Lord himſelfe fre- N 
quently DO his people 3 Te ſhall not turne aſide, neither 
tothe rig 


t hand,nor to theleft. And this charge, let it inthe right: 


nameot God bedireed unto us, as being very ſeaſona- 2 any 22VTy % 


ble for the times: The times whercinto we are fallen,they 
are turning times, wherein (as in a pitebr Battel) wee may 
ſee ſome wheeling and falling off to the /eft hand, others 
to the right hand. Take wee heed of both, neither of 
which wecan do withcred#t or ſafetie,Even as it was with 
the Iſraelites at the Red Sea, had they turned afide either 
tothe right hand or left , they had firſt fallen upon the 
Rocks, and afterwards upon Wilderneſſes full of fiery Ser- 
pents, (as LAynſworth obſerves it out of the Chaldre Pa- 
rapbraſe.) Surely ſuch is our condition at this day: 
Turne aſide we cannot without both ſcandal and danger ; 
And therefore take we the counſell here in the Text, 
Stand ſtill. | 

Firſt, Stand tiff, not falling off to the left hand ; not re- 
mitting or abating ought ot the ſtrickneſlg, cither of 


our Profeſſion or Practice, Turn not aſide from ſerving the jand. 


Lord, This is the chargewhich Samxelgiveth the people 
when they were ina ſtrait, having provoked the —_ by 
b- I 2 Coy their 
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their finnes ; and God having manifeſted his diſpleaſure 
againſt them , by ſuch viſible ſignes and tokens as that 
they were afraid leaft his wrath ſhould breake*@rth up- 
y Sam; 12.20, ON them toconſume them 3 Tet (ſaith Samet ) tnrne nor 
afade from followins the Lord, Sam.12. Let it be ſpoken 

to all thoſe amongſt us who have given up their names 

and themſelves unto God, let not them now turne afide 

from following the Lord, It matters not wi.at diſgrace the 

Profeſfiou, but ſpecially the Power of godlinsſſe ar the pre- 

ſent lyeth under 3 how thoſe who Jefre and indeavour tO 

walke moſt cloſely with God, make themſelves not one- 

ly a Reproach , but a Preyto Gods Enemies and theirs, 

Let not all this turn us afide. If this render us wile in 

their eyes, let us yet be more wile : Better be vile in their 

eyes, then intheeyes of. Godand his Sazyts , which our 

turning aſide will make usto be. 7 hate the works of them 

Pſa.ter,z; Which turne aſide (ſaith David) Pal. 101, As for ſuch as 
Planas.vilait, eoyme aſide wnto their crooked wayes, the Lord ſhall lead thems 
forth. with the workes of inigquitie, Pal. 125, Take wee 

heed how wee doe it. No, though it were to pnrchaſe a 

temporal ſecuritie. Such counſell carnall reaſon will rea- 

dily ſuggeſt in theſe looſe times : for the ſaving our skin 

to Cait off our coat, the cloakeof our Profeſſion ; but take 

heed how we liſten to it; In ſodoing (as Samuel telsthe 

1 Sam. 12437 + PEOPIe) we ſhall but tarne aſide after vainething s, which 
cann profit wor deliver , for they are vaine, Fall not off 

to the left band, 

2, Secondly , Nor yet (in the ſecond place) to the right 
_—_— me þazd. Let not any Fere be prejudiced againſtthis piece 
os of counſell. I ſhall handle. it rewderly , but freely and 
faithfully as becomes a Miniſter of Chriſt; and one that 

—— dcfires the peace and welfare as of the whole 
(King ome in generall, ſo of. this place in particular. 


—_— 
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Herein taking that counſell my ſelfe , which I am now 
commending unto you, #7, not to turne aſide to the 

right hand or to the left , from ought that the Lord hath 

put into my mouth to ſpeake unto you this day, 

That there are rizht-hand Errors abroad inthe world, Fi8hrnand. 
and ſome of them rife in this Kingdome at this day ; I this day, 
ſuppoſe it will be granted at all our hands. A word of 
Caveat then can neither be unreaſonable, nor unſeaſona- 
ble. Theſe Errors take wee heed of; And ſo much the 
rather , becauſe they are ſuch errors as Gods own peo- 
pieare moſt ſubje& to. And here particularly take we pare, ſpeci- 
ſpeciall heedof thoſe Errors which are direQly deftru- ally of ſuch 
ive or dangerous tothe Communitie, to the whole Body ptr. 
of the- Church wherein we live. Such (amongſt other) the Body ofthe 
is that error of the ſeperation (to which I may joyne thar Ebureb. 
other of Anabapriſme) which teacheth men to forſake the 
publique Aſſemblies, and tobreake off Fellowſhip and 
Communion with the Saints of God in publique Ordi- 
nances,nay to renounce and diſclaime the true Churches 
of Chriſt, as falſe and Anti-chriſtian. Anerror of dan- The Dange- 
gerous conſequence at all rimes , but never more , (I —— 
thinkenever ſo much) then at this day. For Sonldjers to preſens * 
deſert and. fall off from the body of the Army at any 
time it is dangerous, but much more when it is engaged. 

That is our condition at the preſent , the whole Body of 
the Church is exgaged. Now at this time for any to fall 
off andtarne aſide, though they doe not goe over, and turn 
to the Enemy , yet their twrning afide is of dangerous 
conſequence, the next way to Jet in the common Enemy 
upon us , and ſo torens the whole Church. Andthere- 
foreto all ſuch, if there be any here preſent that 'have 
but aneyethar way, let me ſpeake inthe language of the 


Text, Standyee ftill, As yec tender the good an mo 
E | I 3 = 13 
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of this Church, and in it of all the Churches this day 
under heaven, all which have a venter in this bottome ; 
| As you would not have a hand in betraying of that 
Churchof God, in whoſe wombe you were once Conceis 
ved, and whoſe breaſts have given you ſuck, ſfavd you 


fil. 


| Magiſtrares & Andwhat I here ſpeak as a poore A iniſter of Chriſt, 
{ Miniſters,bo:h j the nameof God let 4#thoritie, according to the pow- 
| tens er committed rg them, ſecond. I donor goe from my Texs 
Ftill, inmaking this motion: Heſes here in the Text,he repre- 
| {ents both 241miſter & Magiſtrate; having lett a prefident 
for both , ſhewing them what they are to doe if at any 
tire they ſhall ſee the people in a mutinous diftemper, 
ready to flye every one his way : In this caſe they muſt 
bid them ſtand, ſtand j1:17. 
Obj.r. Obj. Stand ſtill will tome ſay, what then, may we nor 
patay wee not fiyc out of Egypt, our of Babylon ? 
_ > © A. Babylon? Yes, we may doe it, we muſt doe it; The 
A. voice from heaven is expreſle for it, Come out of her my 
_— take people, But here take heed we miſtake nor, 
_— Firſt, That we take not 8/0 for Babylon: To call Sion 
Revel.18.4, Babylon, is no leflc a fault then to call Babylon Sion, Now 
Te as for the Chnrch of Enzland ( the marke at which that 
Thar we take p . X k 
not Fion for AITOW is let flye) ſure I am, though it be not Sron the 
2ebylon. PerfefFionof beantie, yet (he hath ſo much of $70w in her 
— as will free her from this charge of being Babylon, 
96j, Why, but ſhe hath much of Babyloz in her, 
ſome Reliques of Rome yer remaining, beſides many 
corruptions cleaving to her Ordinances, and much confuſc- 
ov in her Adminiſtration. 
A. Suppoſe all this ſhould be granted , whatthen, 
muſt ſhe preſently be called and counted Babylon ? You 
would thinke him bur an undutifull child, who _ 
as 


Sh Pl 


( as hethinkes ) he eſpies ſome /ightneſſ: in his mother, 
ſhould therefore preſently ſpit in her face, and call her 
whore. Surely , whatever it is that can becharged upon 
the Church of En9land, make the worſt of it , it is bur 
lightneſſe, lewdneſſe it is not; no ſufficient ground for any 
ro ſue forth a divorce upon it, and to diſclaimeher as 
none of Chriſts Spouſe; Babylon ſhe is not. 

Secondly , Ia the ſecond place, let ſuch as call and @&; 
count her ſo, take keed leaſt in flying from Babylon they os hced we 
flye to it, from Babylon to Babylon; I, trom a ſuppoſed to 3/1 in 
real Babylon, Certainly, if the word (Babylon) lignifie 
Confnſion (as it doth) then may we find Babylon amongſt 
thoſe who call the Church of England BABYLON. A. 
mongſtthem what Confuſion ? Confuſion pon Confuſion ; 

Seperation upon Seperation ; God writing their ſinne (as 
in other caſes frequently he doth) in the peaniſhwent of 
it, 

0bj. 2, Why, but it will be ſaid , Suppoſe it that we 06;.2. 
be got out of Babylon, andout of Egypt, what, muſt wee Ecing come 
now ff 1 ? Are we not toadvance, and march on Ca- 27% Fa 
naan-wards ? Are wenotto goe forwards , ſeeking after are we nxv9 
further degrees of puritie and perfe&ion ? cr 

A.True,we are fo to doe, but, Tarry iit God lay out our A. 

way for w, It was Iſrael's caſe here in the Text, being rye God 
come out of Ee ypt to the Red Sea, they were rot tO make ” = OY 

aſtand and fit downe there, but to advance and march 

on : I, but being brought into a ſfra/t, they muſt ſtay 

rill God lay out their way for them. And the very ſame 

is our caſe atthe preſent 3 God having brought us out of 

Ez pt, it is both our dutie and defireto advance , forget- 
ting what i behind (as Paul ſpzakes of bimſelte) zo preſſe Phil,z.14; 3 
forwards towards farther paritie of ordinances, andper fett- | 
on of aaminifirations, But being in a firait, (2s at ”_ 
| ay 


| Ex0d.17.9, 


| 
: 


| 
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day weare) we muſt tarry Gods time till hee have layed 
our way, till he hath divided the waters for us : This wee 
truſt he is about to doe, and in his time will doe, and 
that by the hike meanes as here he divided the Red Sea for 
the Iſraelites, By what meanes ke divided the waters for 
them, the Story will tell you, viz. by his ewne Rodin the 
hand of his Servant Moſes: His owne Red, ſo Moſes cal. 
leth it, Exod. 17, 1will land with the Rod of God in mine 
hand. The Redof God in the hand of his Servant Moſes, 
this wasrthe Lnſtrument to lay out the way for this peo- 
ple in this ſtrait of theirs, as you ſhall find it in the 
16, verſ. of this 14. chap. Lift up thy Rod({aith the Lord 
to Moſes ) and ſtretch out thine hand over the Sea , and dj- 
viatit, Now what was hereby ſignified > Why, the Rod 
of God, it ſignified the Word of God, ( ſo our Aynſworth 
moſt fitly interprets it) which is ſometimes called the 
Rodof his mouth, [{a.11. and the Rod of his Power, (or 
ſtrength ) ?/al. 110. This Rod in the hand of Moſes, 
what is it but the Word of God inthe hand of lawfull 
Authoritie ? And by this Rod wee truſt Godgaill in his 
time divide the waters , and lay out a way fois people 
towalke in; Which till he doe, it is our dutie to doe 
what 2doſes here requires from the people of 7ſrael, to 
Stand ſtill, not running every one his way, Had the Iſractites 
done lo here intFe Text, what doe we thinke would have 
become of the Body of the Armies? And ſhall wetake 
the advantage of the times every one torunne his way ? 
What doewee thinke will become of the Body of the 
Charch ? And therefore for the preſent fand we ſtill, one> 
ly doing that in Faith, which ſome of the /ſraelites here 
did out of Feare, Cry wnto the Lord, that he would ſhew 


- us the way wherein be would have us to walk;tothat end, 


bleſſing all endeavours for the finding and laying out of 
that way, = op if 0bja 


a -_ 
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Obj. 3. Why, but whar necdsthat ? when as theway O#f.3. 


is layed out already, and that fo plainly, as thoſe which >< wayis 


havecyes may fee it ? 

4. To ſuch who ſo think and ſpeak,lI ſhall only com- 
mend that of the Wiſe man,Prov.z. Truſt inthe Lord with 
all thine heart , but leant not to thine owne underſtanding 


laycd our als 
ready.. 


if + 


Leanc not te 
our judge- 


gz nents, 


the ewne judgement. Surely this it is which hath decei- Prov.z4s- 


ved many a one , and may deceive any one, even leaning 
to the private judgement , whether of a mans ſe/fe, or o- 
thers, It is Elihues ſpeech in 1ob, Job 32. 1 ſaid, Dayes 
ſhouldſpeake, and multitude of yeares ſhould teach wiſedome, 
If one would reſt upon the private judgement of any , 
inreaſon it ſhould be upon the Antzent , thoſe who have 
greaterexperience then others 3 yet even they may bee 
deceived: So Elihy there found it. True it is (as hee 
there goeth on) There # a ſpirit in man, ad the Inſpiration 
of the Almightie giveth underſtanding : Now, were a man 
ſure of the immediate aſſiſtance ot this ſpirit, were hee 
Divinely inſpired as the Prcphers and Apoſtles were, 
this I«udgement of Inſþiration he might ſafely leane upon, 
but not upon his ewne judgement 3 For ( as Elihu there 
proceeds) Great men are n0t alwayes wiſe, neither doe the a- 
ged wnderitand judgement, The Spirit of God onely is an 
eufallible Spirit, that can neither deceive,nor be deceived; 
Not fo with the ſpirit of ma», no not of the Wiſe, no 
not of the Learnedeft , no not of the Holieff man : And 
therefore bee not over-confident of our ſelves , reſting 
too much upon our owne opinion, (our judgement is no 
more ; ſo Elihs there goeth on : Hearken unto me , 1 alſo 
will ſhew mine opinion.) Specially in points litigious 
and controverſallbetwixt men,both Learnedand Godly, 
(ſuch asthe preſent controverſies of the times are.) In 
this caſe it will be good for us tobe rather jealous of our 
K p ſelves, 


Job.z2.7 


Verſ,h. 


v2r[.9, 


Verſ.1%. 
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ſelves , ſsſpet;ng and ſuſpending our owne judgements, 
and ſo to wait for the deciſions and determinations of 0- 
thers, particularly of thoſe , whom by vertue of their 


PDeur.19.v.3 . : 
cp * office, God hath made the proper Iwdges in differences 


of that nature. 
Wait forthe Under the Law the manner was when the Priefts were 
Dererminar- | intothe Tabernacle or Temple, there to officiate be- 


t thoſ 
cm Ss forethe Lord, tooffer Incenſe unto him , (and fo tore- 


hath madeJud* Ceive auſwers from him ) the people Rood without wait- 
Ful1ro.2r, 7/5 20d praying, as you may ſee it in the firſt of Luke. 
Whilſt the Here {ce what wearcto doe at this day, and doe it. Dz- 
 Priefs are Vine Proviaence hath ſingled forth ſome toenter in to his 
tingwith Gods T aberacle, to draw necr to himſelfe, to conſult with his 
Oracle, the Oracle (his Word) andto enquire his will for his people. 
pee —_ Now, whilſt they are within, let us be waiting and pray- 
withour., 7g without , importuning the Throne of Grace for a 
bleſſing upon their conſultations , that when they come 

forth, they may.bringwiththem an anſwer from Heaven, 

ſuch an anſwer as may evidence it ſelfe to every mans 

conſcience in the ſight of God, Which receiving, ſo- 

farre as wee ſhall finde it agreeable to the Ree of the 

Word, let us readily imbrace and ſubmit unto it, 
BET we op Taking this courſe, now our advazce will be not con- 
n order lyag- , 

vance, wacre f#ſea,but orderly: Such were the Iſraelites march through 
* Leaders go© rhe Red Sea, and through the wilderneſic , an erder!y 
- ar rk march, wherein their Leaders went before, ard the people 
followed after 3 Sothe Plalmiſt deſcribes it, P/al. 77. 
Plal;77.v. wlt. verſe laſt, T hon leddeft thy prople like a flock , by the hard 
of Moſes and: Aaron; God led bis people , but it was by 

the hand of Mofes and C&Har0n ; Moſes their Prince, and 
Aaron their Prieſt, And by them he led them as a flock, 


as a flock of ſheepe, (ſo the word in the Original! proper- 


GC woo 


g0e 
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goe before their ſhepheards, as at this day they doe. (I 
mean it (iterally,but if any ſhal take it w#taphorically,they 
(ſhall find but too much truth in it) but to follow atter. 
To which cuſtome, our Saviour alluding in that tenth 
of 7ohs, he tells us that his ſheepe heare his voice , and fol- 19:.10.4,27; 
low him, Thus did the people of Iſrael , not goc before, 

but follow afier , ſes and Aaron being guided and or- 

dered by tt ole dire&ions which they had received from 

God tor them. And ſurely (my Brethren). would wee 

but take this courſe, not torunne before , but follow at- 

ter our Leagers, (| meane following them as Paul would 

have his Corznth:ans ro doe him, fo farre as they are fol- * Cor.tl-r, 
lowers of Chriſt) our advance would have both more 

beantie and ſafetie in it 3 whereas being gonfuſed and dil- 

orderly, it can have neither. 

Thus much I have ſpoken, (more I ſhall not ſpeake 3 

wiſhing, if it were the will of God, I might never have 
occaſion to ſpeake againe of this Subje& ) being led to 
it, as I conceive , very aptly by the word in my Text ; 
Sure I am my aime in ſpeaking it,hath been proved no 
other then Moſes his here was, v:z. to ſtay the ſpirits of 
the Lords people among us , which at this day are fo 
ready to rwmne ont , and to hold them downe in a quiet ex- 
pectation of what God will yet doe for us, that ſoby 
their precipitancies and over-haftineſle, they may nor out- 
runne their owne and the Churches mercy, 

One Branch of this Point is yet behind , and that is Scand againft 
touching Temporall Enemies. Where the Queſtion may Temporal ©: 
be , how Chriſtians ought to demeane and carry them- verſes 
ſelves in the caſe of outward and open Perſecution, when 
they are purſued by cruel! and bloody Perſecutors, ſuch 
as Pharoah and his Egyptians here werezA caſe which the 
Lords people in moſt ages of the Chuch have been well 
K 2 acquain- 


] 
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acquaifited with ; how ſoon we may be, we know not : It 
will not be amiſſe therefore, troenquire afore-hand what 
to doe, or how to demeane our ſelves in ſuch a caſe. To 
which the Text returnes an anſwer, which being rightly 
underſtood will prove not unuſctall, bidding us to fand, 
ſtandſtill. 
L& cri. 22, Stand ſtill, (you may ſay ) what then > May wot 
Rians may flye CHri5tians flye in times of Perſecution ? 
intime of Per=" 4, A queſtion which we find often put up, and as va- 
ecution *  rioully proſccuted and reſolved by Divinesand Caſuiſts. 
Athree-fols A threefold anſwer | find returned to it, each having an 
F Reſolution gi- antient Father for the countenance of it. The two for- 
venby tHeA®” mer extrearcs, the third a medium, a middle way betwixt 
both, which ( as inother caſes ſo here) we ſhall findto 
be the viatuta, the ſafe way , and the way for us to walke 
in, 
* Firſt, The firſt and moſt antient is Tertullians , who 
That it is fim* held it ſimply unlawful for Ghriſtians in any caſe to flye 
ply unlawfulle {no time of. Perſecution , upon which SubjeR hee hath 
writtena whole booke , indeavouring to ſtrengrhen his 
opinion with many Arguments, Herein wee find him 
followed,as by thoſe antient Heretiques,the Circumeilii- 
ons, ſo by ſome of the Amnabaptiffs of later times. 
E. 2 Secondly , A ſecond opinion is Athanaſins his , who 
q - — hog in oppoſition ro Tertullian, held it not onely lawfull for 
'" Chriſtians to flye in Perſecution , but neceſſary as a 
thing not onely permitted and allewed, but enjoyed and 
commanded grounding his opinion upon thoſe words 
- of our Saviour, at. 10. 23. Where ſpeaking to his 
In ſomecaſes Diſciples, he bids them , When they perſernte-you 11 one 
_ 7 nr Citie, then flee into another. | ; 
Þ coflcy.. Thirdly, A third is Auguftines, who inan Epiſileto 
| Kpi/.cd Honv. Honoratws, yeeldeth it to be ſometimes lawful, thougb not 


—_— - 
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ſimply 
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fmply neceffary ;, a thing at ſometimes, and in ſome caſes 
permitted and allowed, though nor enjoyned and com. 
manded. Tothis judgement of his , Divines generally 
ſubſcribe, as being ſound and Orthodox, declining the 
two other , the one as being an Error on the rig 4 hind, 
the other on the left. And in this middle way wee ſhall 
goe along with them. | 

Flight in perſecution is not at all times and in all ca- The third opi-- 
ſes ſimply unlawfull. Chriſtians are not alwayes bound 5/949 Or- 
toftand fill, Arguments to evince the truth of this Chriſtians noe 
aſſertion (if need were) we might ſoone muſter up ma- 37ayesbound 
ny ; ſome taken from Scripture , others from Reaſon: © © 
Scripture will furniſh us with Permifions and Preſi- 
dents, 

For Permiſiiov, wee ſhall need no other but that of Proved from 
eur Sayiour fore-named, 247, 10. When they perſecute S*ivrare by, 

: ag , ermiſhon, 

you in oue Citie , flye into another, Anexprefle allowance Ma,e,:z,. 
for flight in ſome caſes; 1, in ſome caſes a Precept , not 
onely permitting, but commanding. 

0bj, 1 know what Tertallian and ſome others reply 
to that Text, viz. that it was a Temporary precept peculiar 
to that time, and thoſe perſons, to continue onely {© 
long till the Apoſtles ſhould have preached the Goſpel! 
throughout the Cities of /uata, and no longer. 

dA. This Evaſion isgroundleſſe, in as much as wee 
nowhere find any other Text of Scripture repealing or 
countermanding that permiſſion. And beſides, (as our 
Maſeer Perkin: further alledgeth) we ſhall find the Apo- Ferk- Caſes.” 
files (co whom this commandement was given) practi- 
Zing it after our Saviours Aſcenſion, and not onely a- 
mongſt the 7ewes, but almoſt amongK the Gentiles, 

To back this warrant we have many Preſidents, many 
Examples, and that both of Cbriff himſelfe, who being in 
eo OG an- 


Prefidenes, } 


I 
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Mat,r2.15, danger (45 thc Story tells us) frequently withdrew him- 
Jon 82,7, felte, eſcaping out of the hands of his Enemies, not 
29:49.  yeelding lumſelfe to them untill the honre of hs Paſſion 

was come; & of many other Forthies both of the 0/dand 
New Teſtamest. In the Old Teſtament , Iacob flyeth from 
his brother Eſar, Gen. 27. Moſes having ſlaine the Egyp- 
zjan, and being in davgerof his life, nyeth from Egypt 
into Afadjan , whica at of his, the [pirit approveth,rc- 

Heb, 11.27. Cording it aS a work, not of Feare, but of Faith,Heb.12, 

By faith he forſooke Egypt, &c. Elias being threatned by 
Tezabel , and in danger of his life, flyes ro Mount Horeb, 
i King.r9.3, 1 King. 19. The reſtof the Prophets, many of them be- 
x King. 18.13. taking them(clies unto their Caves under 0badiahy pro- 
retion. In the New Teſtament , Isſeph and eHary being 
| guardians to our Saviour during his minoritie, and be- 
F Mzr.2.14 1ngindanger by Herod, they flye with the Babe into F- 
| 1 £ypt, Peterbeing in priſon, and deſtinated by Herod tg 
| be ſacrificed the next day to the fury of the people, the 
| 58,132.46, C£L2ge of the Lordawakning of him in thenight, bids 
| himbegone. Pani being in Damaſcus , beſet by the Go. 
vernour & the Garriſon there, he maketh an eſcape,being 
AQ 9.25- let downe by the wall through 4 window in a basket, At.g9, 
© = £91153 The woman in the Revelation {the Church) being perſe- 
"i cuted by the Red Dragon ( Satan and his inſtruments, 
$ Act: 22-14. cruelland bloody perſecutors) ſhe had given unto her 
cwo wings of an Eagle (meanes for a ſpeedy eſcape) that 
ſhe might flye into the wilderweſſe ( a place of ſecrecy 
| and fafetie,) Here is Permiſſion, here are Preſidents. 
B+ ProvedbyRer If need were, wee might ſub-joyne Reaſons, proving 
# ſon, the Lawfwulneſſe of flight at ſome times , and 1n ſome 
| Reaf. 1. Caſes. : , ; . 
Narure di- Firſt, It is that which Natwredifates to preſerve it 


Races ſelfe- Folfe,, and that not corrnpt , but pure nature, Now what 
| preſervatione SK _ 


: 
/ 


z ( 
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#4ature ditates, Grace doth not contradid 3 onely it regu- 
lateth, and ordereth it for the way and meanesof that 
preſervation, that they be lawfull and warrantable. 

Secondly, Chriſtians are bound to ſerve the divine Reaf.2: 
Providence, indrawing forth the thread of their life, and Chritians | 
carrying it 6n to that period which God himſelfe in his mui eric a 
{ecret counſell hath appointed and determined, dence, 

Thirdly, Ir is their dutie herein to havea regard , not Ke4/. 3, 
onely tothemſelves, their owne boazes , but allo to their OY —_— 
Exemies, totheir ſonles; not permitting them ( fo farre cothe foulesef i 
as they can prevent it ) to draw the guilt of innocent thcir Encaues,. } 
blond upont heir owne heads. | 

Foeurthly, And laſtly, (to name no more) Chriſtians Reaſq. | 
nallthcir ations, they mult ever have an eye tothe They mult ds 
glory of Goa, which ſomerimes ( as I ſhall ſhow youa- _—y 
non) they may promote more by their flying then by w Godsglory, | 
their fandrng [till 

In ſome caſes then, let it be yeelded, which cannot be 
denycd, that Chriſtians are not bound to ſtand ſtill, they 
may flye. As for thoſe Arguments which are brought 
againſt it, I will not ſpend time in anſwering of them, 
rather referring thoſe who deſire further fatisfaRion in 
this point to our judicious Perkins in his Caſes of Conſci- 
ence 3. as alſo toour learned Florentine , P. Martyr in his roy;allimnu 
Common Places, who returnes particular anſwers to all «dverſi Ecete- 
thoſe objections alledged by Tertullian in that booke of {7/1 1*5*ithes 
his , upon which Saint Jerome hath paſſed this cen- 7udicizia,de 
ſure , that it was written (as ſome orher bookes of his 70/*4##one, | 
were) 4dverſum Ecclefiam , rather againſt, then for the 1jerax. carat. 
Church. viren, luftr. + 

2. Chriftians ſometimes may Fly:But when may they ,,,. & We 
flye? And when muſt they ftand fill ? Two uſefu!l queſti- ans may fiye, 
ons , the latter of which will bring us cloſe home tothe —_— 
ZN f _ words ; 


L * 
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words of the Text. To both of them I may returne this 
generall aniwer. 
i A, When God bidacth them flye , they muſt flye ; when 
Her.inthey he bidd:th them ſtand, they muſt ſtand, In both, obſerving 
ren 7. the DireRion of God their Commanacr , as the Souldi- 
ireft;- : : 

on. ers and Servants of the Centurion are {aid to doe his : / 
Var. 8.9: ſay nntothis man, gve, and he goeth , and to another , come, 
and he commeth ;, and to my ſervant, doe the, and be doth it. 
Thus are Souldiers ordered for their ſtanding or marching, 
their advancing or retreating, their comming on or fal- 
ling off, all by the word wh:ch they receive from the 
mouthof their Commanders, And thus muſt Chriſtians 
Le ordered for their flying, and ſtanding by the command 
and dire&tion of God himſelfe. When God biddeth 
them flye ,they may, they muſt flye 3 when he biddeth 

them ſtand, they may, they muſt ſtand. 
0, 2. But herethe queſtion will runneon , when doth 
How Ged bic= God bid them flye > And when goth he bid them ſtand ? 
= © Ortoy is thewill of God made knowne tothem inthis 

; caſe ? 

; 4, For a more particular anſwer , know wee that 
Godmakes God maketh knowne his will herein two wayes ; either 
known his will ; , ; 
two wayes, 17 20 Extraordinary, or in an Ordinary way. 
| I. Firſt, In an Extraordinary way, by Dreames , Yiſions, 
I Inan Exeraor- Revelations , immediate Inſpirations, Thus the Angell of 
| ns the Lord a ppeared to _—_ in adreame, laying , Ariſe, 

| take the young Child and his Mother, and flye into Eg ypr, 


| Mat. 2. Thus alſo an Ange! appeared unto Peter intnepri- 
| A&12.7,3 ſon,awakning him,bidding himfhift for himſelf, 4&1 2, 
Even as the Angel's did to Lot when they bad brought 
him out of Sodom, they did him ſhift for himſelfe, Fee 

. for thy life, looke not behind thee , ſtand not ftill, Gen, 19. 
And fo on the other hand, by a like meanes God —_—_— 
is 


W Gen,19,17, 
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his will known unto Pa#/touching bis abode at Corinth, 
promiling him a protection there, which was done ina | 
Vifion (as the Story tellsus) (A#.18.). Afrerwards UNI: 
when he was togoe upro Hieruſaicn 5 he went bound im Aft 20,236 
the Spirit, (as himſelte telleti us) put on by a ſecret 1n- 
ſpiration, Thus God nath made his will krowne to ſome 

of his pcople heretofore , and I will not deny but hee 

may doe the lie at this day, But this wee have no war- 

rant to expe or looke for. 

Secondly, That which we areto have an eye unto for ?-., 
the regulating of our F!ght or Stay, isthe will of God r_— 
made knowne to- us 1n a more 0r4nary way, VIZ. by his word or works 
Word or Worke. Theſe two wayes God doth ordina- c_—_ 
rily make knowne his will unto tte ſonnes of men had have 
roucking whatever he would have them doe, or not to 2 £349 
doe. By his Word, giving them at leaſt ſome general 
Rules and dire&tions : By his Worke, his worke of Provi- 
dence ſeconding the word, &givirg them at leaſt the hints 
of more particular diretions. And thus doth he make 
his will knowne unto his people in this particnlar caſe, 
the caſe of flying or ſtaying, viz. by his Wordand Worke, 

Theſe two ( as ſome Expoſitors carry it) are the two 0 1214 
wings which are ſaid tobe given to the woman in the Re- 

velation in the place fore-named,viz,Gods 9racle dire&« 

ing,and his Providence protefting. And both theſe muſt 
Chriſtians have an eye upen in this caſe. 

Firſt, Upon the Word, which holdeth forth unto 1+ 
them this generall Rule and Direfion, Chriſtians intheir The wag 
flying or ſtanding muſt do that which may conduce meſito the _ Riens I | 
glory of God, and good of others, Theſe are two of rhe bis cale.co doe 
maine ends which every Chriſtian ſhould live too, (his Ries God 
owne ſalvation being the third.) Andtheſe two he muſt glory, & their 
have an eye unto, as in all _ his aRions, ſo in this, 3-2 


good, 


Firſt, 


— 78 Stand ſtil : or, 

"1; Firſt, Inthe firſt place , he muſt have an eye tothe 
Chriſtians o/ory of God, which ſhould be to the Chriſtian as the Pole- 
| mm ftarre to the Marriner, Now here ſometimes it may fo 
moſt for the fall out, that a Chriſtian may glorifie God more by his 
glory of God. f3jng then by his fanding : Inthis caſe God bids kim 

Me Sometimes on the other hand, he may glorifie God 
more by |1is ſtanding then by his flying -Inthis caſe God 
bids him ffanvd, And accordingly a Chriſtian is to order 
himſclfe, LE ers 
F . But who ſhall be the Inage of this ? 
mo =, - Why , that muſt Ss owne Conſcience ; 

4. MNonexternus judex, ſed domeiticus, (as P, Martyr reſolves 
——_ it) not any forrezgne Iudge , (at leaſt not primarily and 
| ' principally; True it is , wee may and ought to conſult 

with others about it, becauſe we are prone to be partiall 

ir; our owne cauſe } but the Judge that muſt give Sen- 

tence in this caſe , muſt be the /ndge i» 4 mans owne bo- 

ſome, every mans owne Conſcience. This is that which e- 

very Chriſtian in the caſe of flying ought firſt ro con- 
ſult with. Aske Conſcience what it 15 that induceth him 
to flee , and preſſe it to give a true anſwer, v/z. whether 
it be the glory of Godor his owne ſafetie , his owne peace 
and tranquillitie, whether Godor himſelfe that he looketh 
at ? 

Perhaps here Conſcience will anſwer 69th; I accept the 
anſwer, yeelding it, that where both may ſtand rogether, 
| 2 Chriſtian both may and ought to have an cye to both, 
W coulicncer G99 g/0ry and his owne good, even his outward peace and 
be prefied to Tranquilitie. 


__— But here (to preſſe Conſcience a little further) let it be 


nie COQuired; 
\ oy tone Firſt, Which of theſe is the maine ſpring , the firſt 


- SV 


God, or ous Principle;that which firſt ſetteth a mana going? Is it God 
Elves. = | or 
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or himſclfe ? Gods glory or his own ſafetie ? This queſti- 
on (my Brethren ) put home upon Conſcience, it may 
happily come ncere us. Weare all naturally necre un- 
roour ſelves, and oft-ttmes too neere. S0 1t is when wee 
ſet up our ſelves, our owne peace , our owne outward 
franquil:tic as the firſt and maine thing which we look? 
at 3 In che meane time, making the glory of God ſub- 
lervient unto thar. 

Secondly, Let it beenquired, whether our providing ,,  * 
for our owne ſafetie in this way of fight, benot ſome di- providing tor 
minution tothe g/ory of Goa 2 Whether wee might not ur ſelves be 
vlorifie God more by our ffavding then by our ſſying ? —_ 
Here prefle conſcience togive ſenter ce according to evi- the glory of 
dence, and according thereunto order we Our ſelves for hoes 
our flying or favding , doing that which may conduce 
moſt to the 2/ory of God. 

Secondly, And (ſecondly) that which may conduce 2. 
moſt to the good of others , ſpecially the Publique good, Do that which 
Weare not borne, neither ſhould we live mcerly for our 52) conduc 
ſelves; all of us for others, all of us for the pubi:qae, As Brechrens 
members doe forthe good of the boay, fo ſhould Chriſti- 8%%- 
ans live for the good of the Communitie, the good of 
the Church, And this wee muſt have an eye unto (as in 
our whole courſe, ſo) in this cafe of flying or ſanding in 
rime of Perſecutior. 

Now here ſometimes it ſo falleth out, that Chriſtians 
cannot flye without both publique ſeavdall and danger ; 
the caſe ſpecially of publike Perſons, Magiſtrates, 8 Mini- 
fters; Their flight oft-times indangers the Communitrie, 
asthe flight of the ſhepheard doth the fork,or as the flight 
of the Mariners in Pals voyage would have done the paſ- 
ſengers , toucking whom Pas! telleth the Centwrion and ax ,,.,r. 
Seuldiers, Except theſe abide in the ſhip , yee cannot be 

L 2 : (aved, 


—_ 
—_—— — 
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ſaved. Now in this caſe, they being thus etgaged, 
God biddeth them ſtand, and therefore they may not 
flee, Upon this ground, that worthy Governour Nehe- 
Nechem.6.11- n7ah tooke up that Heroick Reſolution , Shall ſuch a man as 
I flee ? A Magiftrate, in whoſe ſtanding the ſafetie of the 
Communitieof the whole body of the people is bound 
Az. Epil.8o, UP> though others flee,he may nor, And fo _Auguſttne, 


/ ad Hoxorer. (11 the place fore-named)) determines the caſe of Aſrnt- 


fters, Where they cannot flye without eminent danger 
cotheir flocks, there God biddeth them ffand, A deter- 
mination grounded upon that of our Saviour, 74,10, 
Where deſcribing the good Shepheard and the H:reling, 


Job.16.v.z1, ÞEtells us,the one ſfandeth, and the other fieeth: The good 


£2113, Shepheard giveth his life for his ſheepe, but hethat ss an hire- 
ling, &c, He ſeeth the woolfe comming, and leaveth the fheep 
and fleeth, and the woolfe catcheth them, andſcattereth them, 
The hireling fieeth, exc, Where the afetic and welfare 
of 2 flock is bound up in the preſence of the Miniſter, 
where his flight ten2eth direAly to their drfrpariow, or 
eminently indangercta their ſeaudtion,there God biddeth 
him ffand., On the other hand, ſometimes ( as private, 
ſo) psblique perſons may withdraw themſelves withour 
any detriment to the Church, Nay , their flceing may 
be an advantage to it : Thereby they may have the op- 
portunitie off doing moregood to the Church then o- 
therwiſe they could doe. In this caſe God bids them 
flee, and they have their Maſter going before them in it, 
Our blefied Saviour (as I to!d you) being in danger by 
his Adverſarics, heoften withdrew himfelte, this he did 
for the greater advantage and bercht of his Church, 
that he might have opportunitie for the finiſhing of the 
worke which his Father had given him to doe. VVhat 
himſelfetherein did, he orders his Apoſtles and Diſci- 


ples 
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ples to doe the like : When they perſecute you inoxe Citic, 

flee into another ; And wherefore muſt they flye > VVhy, 

that ſo by that meanes they might have opportunitie to 

doe the worke which their Lord and Maſter had given 

them to doe, v/z. to publifh the Goſpeil throughout all 

the Ciries of Indzs, This it either is, or ought to be the 

deſire and deligne (as of cvery private Chriſtian , fo) 
ſpecially of every Afinifter of Jeſus Chriſt , that they 

may finiſh the worke which God hath given them to a7, 19%.11-4 
in doing what good they may to his-Church and peop'e? 

Now that way which may moſt conduce nato that cad 

that they mult take. If.they may be more ſerviceable 

tothe Church in their fy:9g , row God bids them flee - 

If in their fayino , now Gods bids them ſtand, This is 

the generail Rz/: waich the word ho!derh forth untous , 

God thereby making knowne his will unto,us touching B 
our flying or tanding intime of Perſicution, 

Secondly, For more particular and perſonall dire- 3. 
Rions herein , takingthis Rule of the word along with j/2* vor%zof 
us, we muſt have recourſe tothe worke of God, I meane © 
his Providentiall worke, the paſſages of his Providence, 
from whence we may ordinarily le2rne ſomewhat more 
of his meaning and purpoſe towards us, This worke of 
Providence in this calc obſervable is two-fa!ld, viz. n= 
ward or Outward , his worke within #5, and bis works 
without us. 

Firſt, His z»ward work, his work upon the inwardmang, 1+ 
upon our hearts 'and ſpirits, in the ordering: and tem- Hi havard | 

- . a pon- 
perivg of them, This wee find Gol doing varioully, wear, 
even as the Smith dealeth with his Iron , which ſome- 
times he hardens , ſometimes he ſoftnes, Thus dealeth Which fome- 
times he haid- 


God with the ſpirits of his owne people, ſometimes he 


hbardeneth them, (take it in a good ſenſe) feelerh them (as 
bh L 3 | it 


Sometimes 
Gftneth, 
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it were) with an Heroicall Reſolution, putting into their 
hearts a Spirit of couraze and fortitude; fo ftrengthning 
them with all might according to his glorious power unto all 
patience and long ſuffering with joyfulneſſe,(as Panl prayeth 
for his Celoſfrans) as that they dare looke whatever dan- 
&crs Or enemies 1n the face. Thus was it with Blas , 
when he tooke up that Reſolution, that whatever came 
he would looke his Arch-enemy 44a in the face : Not- 
wit':ſtanding that Ahabhad vowed his death, and had 
n:ide a moſt ftrit and narrow ſearch for him through- 
out all the bordering Kingdomes and Nations, {as 064- 
diahtells him) yet for all that E{zah is reſolved, come 
what will come, be will face him ; 4s the Lord liveth, be- 
fore whom I ſtand, Iwill ſurely ſhew my ſelfe unto him this 
diy; (fohe tells Obadzab,) Thus was it with Pant when 
Ie went found in the ſpirit to Teruſalem, whatever dangers 
were repreſented tohim, he weighs them not , his reſfo- 
lution was to face the worſt that could come : paſſe nor 
at all (ſaith he) neither i my life deare unto me , ſothat I 
may fulfill my courſe with joy , aud the Miniſtrationwhich I 
have received of the Lord Ieſws , to teſtifie the Goſpell of the 
grace of God, Such a motion of the Spirit others of the 
Martyrs of Chriſt, inthe Primitive times many, 1n Jat- 
ter times ſome have found and felt , ſtrongly inclining 
and carrying them on to give teſtimony to the truth, 
ſtecling their ſpirits againſt whatever dangers , what- 
ever ſufferirgs. Now 1inthis caſe God ſeemeth to give 
the word to ſuch, bidding them ſtand, calling them to 
reſiſt , though it be unto b/o9d; And to this voice they 
ought to be obedicnt. 

But ſometimes (on the other hand) God ſcemetÞ (as 
it were) toſoften the ſpirits of men , and that by with- 
drawine, or with-holding that Spirit of firength and cou- 

| rage 
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rage fromthem, ſoas upon due tryal! and examination, 
aftera ſerious dealing with their owne hearts about it, 
they find themſelves weake and faint-hearted, not able 
to beare the ſhock of an approaching Temptation, but 
ſee juſt cauſe to feare , that if they be pur upon the try- 
all, they ſhall rather ſhame the cauſe of Chriſt by their . 
cowardize, then any waies grace or advantage it by their 
ſuffering. Now in this caſe, God ſeemcth for the preſent 
togivethem a Relaxation, a Diſmiſſion, allowing them 
to withdraw from the preſent danger, and to take the 
opportunitie which he ſhall be pleaſed to offer them for 
their outward ſafetic and ſecuritie. that ſo-they may live 
tothe glory of God, keeping faith and a good conſci- 
ence. Here is theworke of God withiv a man , which 
in this caſe Chriſtians muſt have a ſpecia'l regard un- 
tO. 

Secondly, His o#twardworke is the worke of his Pro- TER: . 
vidence, in ordering of cireum#Fances, cither for the fur- — 
thering or hindring of flight, Herein the Providence ring of cir. 
of God isoft-times very obſervable and remarkable, <Rances, 

Firſt, Sometimes God by his Providence he maketh E'v1er making 
way for his people that they may eſzape - maketh way vaytor eſeape,. } 
for them, that freeing them from outward Incumbrances 
which might detaine them , and ſo hinder them from 
flying : And ſccondly,offering lawtuil wayes and means 
tothem whereby they may fly. See them both in Peter 
in that 12th of the 4s. Peter being in priſon , God in- 
tending his reſcue and inlargement , ſends his 4»gell to aa. 4.7. 
him , who brings a gt with him to ſhew him the way 
toeſcape; Andtothat end, he firſt cauſeth the chaines ts 
falloff from his hands , ſo taking off impediments and 
incumbrances 3 Then he maketh way for him, cauſing 
the doores (the priſon dvores firſt, and afterwards the ” Yaſ.re; þ 

gate A 


$4 Stand ſtill ; or, 

gate) to open to him of their own accord, withall, lead- 

ing and conducting him 1n the way by witich he ſhould 

flye. Thus when God hath a purpoſe to free and delj- 

ver his people from the Temptation of Perſecution, 

he will cauſe a light to ſhine unto them. in darkeneſſe, 

thewing them the way to eſcape, And to that end, he 

will both cauſe their chaznes to fall off, take off outward 

{ets and impediments , and incumbrances, which might 

be a cloganda hindrance torhem, and he will mate way 

{"£ thetr deliverance 3 opening cither a wide dcore to 

them (as there he did to Peter, andelſewhere to Peter and 

AR.5.13. other of the Apoſtles, who being caſt into the common 

ptifon at Zeruſalem,the Angel of the Lord came by night 

211d opened the priſon doores for them)or elſe a window, 

> Cort. ashedidto Paul when he was beſet in Damaſer, 2 Cor 11, 

cog providing cithcr an open or a ſecret way fortheir eſcape. 

Now in this caſe when God thus layeth out the way for 

his people, eſpecially when he openeth a avore tothem, 

making a cleare and tree paſſage for them, offering law- 

full wayecs and meanes , and putting into their hands a 

juſt and faire opportunitie to flye : Inthis caſe he ſeem- 

cth rather to bid them ſerve his Providence, by making 

uſe of the meancs of deliverance offered and tendre4un- 

to them ; which if they doe not (eſpecially if they be 

not. more then ordinarily ſtrengthned to hold out) they 
may ſceme to tempt God. 

. Oryſhurting it Secondly, But ſometime (in the ſecond place) on the 

p18 Orhcr hand God may ſeeme to ſhut up his people, his 

Providence ſo diſpoſing of their condition , as that he 

cuts off all ſafe and lawtull wayes and meanes of making 

eſcape 3 cither ſo clogging them with outward impeds- 

ments, as that they cannot flye, or elſe not ſhewing them 

apy faire or lawfull way whereby they may flye, They 

- rene 
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thedire& caſe here inthe Text , 1/rae! being come to 
the Red Sec they were now in a ftrait : God had ſhut 
them in 6n every fide, ſoas they could not flye with- 
out eminent 44vantageto the Enemy, and hazard to 
. themſelves. They muſt ( as I told you) have fallen 
firſt upoa the Rocks , and then upon the W:lderneſſes, 
which were full of fiery Serpents; And therefore be- 
ing brought intothus condition, Aoſes here biddeth 
them ſtand, and tard ſtill, 
. Andtiis muſt the Lords People inthe like condi- 
tion doe : When God by* his Providence hath fo 
hedged them in, as that they cannot ſee any ſafe or 
lawtull way for their eſcape, they muft now ſtand 
fill, reſigning up themſelves unto God,reſting them- 
ſelves contented with his diſpenſation, abiding his 
ood will and pleaſure, not adventuring upon any in- 
Fire or unlawfull wayes or mcanes for their reſcue 
or deliverance. A truth focleare in Theſſ. 1. that in- 
deed ir needeth nodemonſtration, 

The Ground of it being thoſe generall Reles and 
knowne Maximes, both in Reaſon and Religion, 

1.Reaſon tells us that of two ewills the leſſe is ever to 
be choſew : Now comparing them together , and let 
Religion be the judge, we ſhall find the leaſt fine to be 
a greater Evill then the greateſt ſuffering , the one be- 
ing but a finite, the other an infinite Evill, 

2. And ſecondly, Religion will tell us, That Zwl 
may wot be done that good may come of it 3 no not the 
leaſt evill for the producing of the greateſt good : It 
was an imputation caſt upon the Apoſtle,and the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians in his time, that they ſhould ſay ; 
Let us dee ."itt, that good may come,Rom, 3, But Pax! 
cowl M Cleares 


_— — ww —— 


In which caſc 
wee muſt 


ſtand till. 


Reaſ.T., 


Reaſe2s 


Rom, 2.8, 


A ppiic. 


Genersll. 


Particular,n 
the caſe of 
Perſecution; 


Pſal.$s5.?, 


When God 


"$6 Stand ſtil : or, 


cleares both himfſelfe and them , waſhing his hands 
of it 25 2 moſt foul lander,a Blaſphemy; wes Brengryutprte, 
As we are ſlanderouſly reported.) Ado&rine moſt er. 
roneous, foule, and ſo is the praQtice. 

ye. Which {in the feare of God) letevery of us 
take heed of, Is it ſo, that God at any time ſhall 
bring us into ſtraits, hedging ws in, ſo as we ſreno 
deort , no windew opened , no lawfull way or meanes 
offered to us for our deliverance, take heed of adven- 
turing-upon any unlawfull and unwarrantable. And 
this doe wee, as in other"caſes. 

Soparticularly inthat caſe which the Text more 
dicealy leadeth us unto, vz.the caſe of open Perſecy- 
tion, Inthiscaſe (if ever God ſhall bringus to it, as 
how ſoone he may, wee know not) the firit thing wee 
doe, let us (with the Pſalmiſt) hearken and heare what 
God ſhall ſay unto-s , whether hee bid us fandor flye; 
(which we may for the, moſt part judge of by the 
Rules and Direfons before laid down) and according- 
ly let us order and demean our ſelves:If he bid us flze, 
take heed how we ſtand, leaſt in funding we fall, fall 
into Temptation. If hebid us fand,, now take heed 


bidsſtand,rake how we flye (that isthe eaſc in the Text) which ifwe 


heed how we 
flce. 


Jer, 3%, 


doeupon our owne perill be it,and fo it will be ; cet- 
tainly wee ſhall find neither comfort nor ſafetie in is. 
Take one inſtance for it, and bur one, even that of Ze- 
cehiah,yhich you ſhall findrecorded by the Prophet 
Teremy , in his 38 and 39 chapters. Inthe 38 chap. 
wm by Gods direftion, counſells the King what 
courſeto take, viz. to goe forth to the King of Babels 
Princes and Commenders, havingehen _ the City, 
to yeeld himſelfe a priſonertothem, (ſoyouhave ir, 


verſ.17, 


A*Bridl for the Timos- $ 
verſ. 19.) This counſell Zedechiah rejefts, yeeld him- 
ſelfe he will not : whatthen > Why, he will attempt 
to make an eſcape and flee 3 and this he doth with as 
much privacy and ſecrecy as might be 3 taking the ad- 
vantage of thenight, he fleeth by a &y-way, viz, by the 
way of the Kings gard:y, there breaking out at a Saly. 
port, a poſterne-doore, by the gate between the tw wals ; 
ſo taking his way towards the wildernefle , thinking 
thereby ro elude both the Prophets threatning , and 
the Enemies fury. But what was the iſſue > The E- 
nemy purſues him , overtakes him, carries him to 
Riblah, where NebachadnezFar gave ſentence againſt 
himto have his eyes put out , and himfſelfe- carried 
captive to Babel, which was accordingly executed. 
No better ſucceſle can they expect or looke for , who 
when God biddeth them fan2,yet they will be fleetng. 
Let ſuch make account that judgement will follow 
them,and overtake them, I remember what Zopbary in 


Ferſ17. 


Chep.39- 


Ferſc4 


verſ.s, 


verſe 7» 


6b ſaith of the wicked mav; Heſbat flee from the Iron 195 20.44 


weapen, and the Bow of Steele ſball ſtrike him through, 
Thoſe that flee from the [rouweapoy, the Swordof Pex. 
ſecution , when God bids them favd : God hath a 
feele bow to let flye after them,rrowes that will over- 
takethem , ſwift meſſengers to arreſt them: , judge- 
ments as great or greater then thoſe which they fled 
from. This is that which the Lord tells the inhabi- 


tants of Adoab, Jer. 48. Fearc,aud the Pit, and the ſnare Jer. 43.43 44 


ſhall be upow thee, O inhabitant of Moab, ſaith the Lord. 
He that fleeth from the feare , _ imo the pit , and 
be that getteth up ont of the pit, ſhall be taken in the ſnare. 
Here is all that a man ſhall get by flying when God 
bids him ſtand. The m_ 


— — 


Amos deſcribeth it 
well, 


Amn.s.1 9. 


Perk.Caoſe of 
Conſ. 


Heb.10. 39, 


88 Stand ſtill: or, 
well; 4s if one ſbeuld flee from a Lyon , anda Beare met 
him, or went into the houſe, and leaned bu hand upon the 
wall, and a Serpent bit hm, Thetruth bercot many of 
Gods Saints have found upon their owne experience. 
Mafler Perkins makes reportot one, a Profeſſor in 
the dayes of Quecre Mary, who having firſt a ſtrong 
motion in himielfeto ſtand it out, and feale thecruth 
with his blood, afterwards flying , for that very aG he 
feit ſuch a ſting in his con!cience, that he could never 
have peace till his death. God hath Serpents and Scor- 
pions to ſting the conſciences of men in this caſe, be- 
fides many temporall judgements ro meet with them 
in their bo«4es, in their eftates, wives, chilarew, or the 
likez ſoas it is to no purpeſeto flye when God bids 
ſtand, And therefore inthis caſe let us rather imi- 
tatethe Souldicr, who being appointed to ſtand Sent;- 
nell, or lye Perdue , whatever the danger or hard-ſhip 
be , though the bullets flye never fo thick , yer he 
ſtands it out all weathers , not _ from his 
charge till the ſame hard which fer him there relieve 
and tetch him off againe. Thus being called forth 
by Godto this ſoffer ng-worke, take heed how we de- 
Cline it , how we withdraw our ſelves, Dreadfull is 
that threatning which wee meet with Heb, 10.38, 1f 
any mandraw back, (is vwanivila, ji qus ſe ſubduxtyit , 
If any man withdraw bimſelfe , ſkeale his neck ( as it 
were) out of the collar) Ay ſoule ſhall have no pleaſure 
in bim ; there is a Meioſis inthe phraſe, leſſe faid, but 
more intended, my foule ſhall have nopleaſare in him, 
that is, it ſhall hate and abkorre him. Would we not 
fall under this diſpleaſure , this disfavour and hatred 
from God , take " of giving back when he - w” 
and, 
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ſtand. In this caſe, what ever come of us, fard wee 
faft, ſtand we ſtifl, 

2. Stand fill, (you may ſay? ) A leſſon ſoone "WP 
read, bur not ſo ſoone learnt. How ſhall a Chriſtian 5" mcg 
bring his heart to ſuch a holy ſtabilitic , as that bring hisbearr 
he may be able to fand in this form of Perſecution > 450 Rand, 

It is a ulefull queſtion. In the anſwer of it I ſhall 4, 
not be large , having already layed you cowne divers 
directions which may be very propcr in this caſe ; to 
them 1 (hall in a great meaſure reterre you. For the 
preſent , I fhall onely rake hold of that metaphor 
which the queſtion it ſelfe (as I propounded it) puts 
into my hand. How ſhall a Chriftian be made (0 ſtable, 
4s that he may ſtand ffill inthe ſtorme of Perſecution ? 

I anſwer, even by the like meanes as a Honſe may liluſtrated 
be madeto ſtand it out all weathers, to looke fiormes i275 rout, 
andtempeſts in the face, and not giveway. How that may ſtand all 
may be done every one can tell. It muſt have a good "*<ateroythere 
foundation , it muſt be ffrongly built , and low Enilt, wad. 
Apply we all theſe ts our preſent purpoſe briefly. 

Firſt, The firſt requiſite there and here, in a hosſe, , —_ 
and ina Chriitian, is 2go0d foundation, This I take dation, 
from our Saviour himſelfe , who it that knowne 
compariſon, Mat. 7. mindeth us of two houſes, the Mat.7.24%c, 
one bnilt upon the Rock, the other upon the Sand , 
the one fanding, the other falling in 2 ſtorme : There- 
by repreſenting unto us two ſorts of Chriſtians, the 
one g70unded, the other ungrounded, Tl'c orc of theſe 
ſtandeth it out in the ftrefſe of Temptaticn, the 0+ 
ther giveth way. That we may be ableto ſtzrd in the 
ſtormeof Perſecution , let our firſt care be for a geod 
foundation, that we maybe well grounded, fcethar $i Þ* Soul 
our ſoules be built upon the Reck, That Feck is Chrit 

M 3 Chriſt ; » C07.19.2, 


z Cor,z.11, 


Phil. 4.1 3' - 
Well princ:- 
pled, 


Heb:#r. 


Canr,s.6. 


S+ 


uy X 
.” 


and tt. or, 


Chriſt; ſo we have the Apoſtle himſelfe interpreting 
it, Chriſt the onely ſure foundation. So faith the 
fame Apoltle, r Cor. 3. Other foundation can no man 
lay then that which layed, Teſiu Chriſt, Whatever 
elſe it is that the ſoule builds upon, it is but Sand. 
He is the Rock firmly ſuſtaining , and ſtrongly bear. 
ing up (25 his Chuch in generall , ſo) every taithfull 
ſoule that is built upon him by a true and a lively 
faith. Asever we would attaine this holy ſtability, 
toſtand/tillinthis ſtorme, make this ſure that our 
ſoules. be thus built, built upon this foundation 3. 
make ſure our Union and Communion with Jeſu 
Chrift,from whom muſt come all our ſtrengrh for the 
ſupporting, bearing us up, and bearing us out inthe 
fireſſe of whatever tryalls. 7am able to doe all things, 
(faith the Apoſtle ) (and as to doe, fo to ſuffer) 
through Chriſt that ftirevgtbueth me. 

And being thus founded upon Chrif himſelfe, la- 
bour alſo to be well grounded in the Ayſtery of Chriſt, 
I meane in the knowledge and apprehenſion of ſa- 
Ving-truths, held forth untous in the dorine of the 
Goſpe!i, Toget our awderfangings inlightned, and 
our judgements ſtrongly convinced touching the Priv- 
cicles of Chriſtian Religion, whichthe Apoſtle cal- 
leth rhe laying of ihe feundatiowv. Withall, labour to 
get a love of the Truth, Youknow who tells it you, 
that love is firong as death, Without this foundation 
the ſoule will never ſtand ſure , a Chriſtian will ne- 
ver ſtand flill, 

Secondly, The foundation being good, now (inthe. 


Srrenglybuile (60nd place ) the ſecond requiſite in a houſe is, it 


muſt be frongly built, viz. of goud materials well 
 monght ; 
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wowebt ; good ftone or brick well couched and ce- 
mented with well tempered mortar 3 or ſtrongrim- 
bers, found and ſubſtantiall principalls , good (tuds 
and joice, an4 ſpars, Sc. all well joynted and bound 
together ® And even thus muſt it be with the ſoule 


that would ftafd it cut all weathers , and and ftifl in put be welt 
time of Perfeeution , it muſt be thus bu1jt and rhus /aycd inwith 


layed in with all requiſite varietie of found and fub- 
ſtantiail graces. A truth which the Apoſile illu- 
ſtrates by another metaphor, very oppoſite and fit to 
our preſent purpoſe, Epheſi. 6. where calling npon 
Chriſtians to fand, and ftavdfaft againſt their ſpiri- 
tuall Enemies, be ſhewes them what they ſhould doe, 


Viz, Put on the whole Armour of God. I ſhall not need Ephett.6.1, 


to tell you from whence the metaphor is taken. The 
Souldier that would ſlavdthe charge of the Entmy , he 
muſt be compleatly armed : And thus muſtthe Chri- 
ſian be that would ſtand faſt, and land f:7 (as againſt 
Privituall, (o) againſt zemporai Enemies, againſt cruel! 
and bloody Perſecutors,he muſt have Gods? aveplyupon 
him, Now what that Armour is, the Apoſtle there 
thews us 3 even the greces of the Spirit,viJ. Trath,and 
Righteouſneſie , and Faith, and Hope , and Love, &c. 
Alltheſe muſt a Chriſtian be furniſhed with, that 
would fad in the evill day , the day of Perſecution. 
By this meanes, it was that the Apoſtles went ſo 
comfortably on, (as in their «vive, ſo) intheir ſuffer- 


ing-worke. In all things they approved themſelves the 2 Cor.6,v.4z5+ 


Mini#ers of God, in much patience, in affiicdions , in ne- 
ceffites, in diRrefies, in ſtripes, in impriſonments , in tu- 
walts, 6, (as Pasltelleth his Corinthians.) Thisthey 
did, and how did they it?-VVhy, 6y pareneſſe, by know- 


ledge, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


3- 
Low built, 


A humble 
Soule, 


Taught to de. 
ny it ſelfe, 


Mart.16.24. 


dicr is moſt deare , his Heneer and Reputation, Even 


92 Stand ftil : of, 
ledge , by long-(uffering , by the kindneſſe, by the Hol 
x L by 6k. POE; F4 the word F; _ , by No 
power of God, by the Armonr of the Righteouſnſſe, 
Would we imirate them in their con#axcy, labour to 
reſemble them in their other graces. I hMen to the 

third and ialt particular, which is, 

Thirdly, The houſe which would flatnd firme muft 
be /ow 54i/t, High-towering Turrets are olten Caſtles of 
Come-dowrie, in every ſtreſle ſhaking and tottering ; 
wheres /ow-bailt-cottages ſtand firme and ſure , face- 
ing all weathers,and feeling little of them. The Ap- 
plication is obvious. The ſ{oule that would ſtand 
firme and ſure in time of Perſecution, muſt be layed 
low , It muſt be broughr to learne that great leſſon of 
ſelfe-denyall, It is the firſt leflon (you know) that our 
bleſſed Saviour fers his Schollars , his Diſciplesto 
learnesz 1f any man will come after me, let him deny hims- 

felfe, andtakenp his Croſſe, and follow me, T1lla man 
hath learned this leſſon , hee will never take up his 
Creff: and follow Chriſt to Monnt Calvary : And 
thcrefore every of us begin here. Would wee ap- 
prove our ſelves Champions for Chriſt, never reſt 
untill we have brought our hearts in ſome meaſureto 
a ſelſe-denying frame , that we can deny our ſelves in 
whatever it 15 that Hleſh8& blood cals or counts deaxe, 
Ic is the firſt leflvn that a true Seuldicr ſhould learne 
when he takes upon him that profeſſion , hee thould 
then learn rodeny himſeif,viz. his Eaſe, his Pleaſure, 
his Prefer, I, and his Life roo 3 none of theſe muſt be 
dearero him, A Chriſtian mult goe further , deny- 
ing theſc and more , even that which roa true Soul- 


this, 
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this, andall, muſta Chriſtian trample upon, ac- 
counting nothing deare for Chriſtz So ſaith Pax/ of 
his {fe : 1 count not my life deare unto my ſelfe , ſo thut | 
may finiſh my conrſe with joy, &c. Oh that all our 
hearts and ſpirits were but brought to luch a ſe!fe de- 
nying frame. 

Whichall layed low in the apprehenſion and ac- 
knowledgement of our owne weaken: ſſe,inſufficiency, 
inabilitic, toffavd as of our ſelves. Such we are, la- 
bour we to be ſenſible of it, going out of our ſelves, 
not ſtanding upon our own 69tromes, which if we doe, 
ſee the iſſue of it in Peter , who titen fell moſt foule- 
ly when hewas moſt confident of his owne ftanding. 
When he was ſtrong , then was he weake ; whereas, 
(on the other hand) Pax! tellerh us , that when he was 
weake,then he was firong : when weak in himſelfe,then 
ſtrong in his God , whoſe power uſeth to be perfetted 
in weakeneſſe, eſpecially inweakenefſe apprehended, In 
this reſpe& therefore, let our hearts lye low. Be we 
rather jea/ow, then confident 3 jealous of our _— 
then confident of our ffrength. The Story of Sanders 
and Pexdletow , recorded in the Booke of Martyrs, is 
well knowne. The one jealous and timerous , care- 
full and fearefull, very folicitous what he ſhould doc 
if God ſhould bring him to the tryall of Martyr- 
dome : The other, bold, confident, fearelefle; bur 
inthe end, Confidence gives in, and yeelds cowardly, 
whilſt Timerewſneſſe frood it out manfully, and ſuffered 
Triumphanily, Theſe Direftions, with other very 
uſefull in this caſe, I have heretofore inlarged in o. 
ther expreſſions, and therefore ſhall not now dwell 


any longer upon them. KL _ 


AR. 28,24, 


Senlible of ir 
own weakncs. 


x Cer.1:.10. 


2 Cor.12.4» 


94 | Stand ſill: or, 
Stand ſtill, not F iebting. 


Paſle wee now to the fourth and laſt Brazcb of this 


How Moſes Dired#10n here given by Meſes to the people, S1axs 


here biddeth 


the people not ll 1.e. not Fighting. Not Fighting (you may ſay ?) 


ro Fight, 


What then > Would: Afoſes have them to yeeld up 
their throats to-the Sword: of rhe Enemy ? Not lo, 
Meſes had no ſuch intent any wayes to debarre them 
of their. Inculpata tutela, their juſt: and neceſſary de- 
fence; or yet to tye their hands, fo asthat they ſhould 
lay downe their /ibert:es and lives, { both which God 
had now given them as aprey #8 themſclves) at the foot 
of a lawlefie and mercilefie Tyrant. Moſes, though edu- 
cated in Pharoabs Conrt , yet had: he not learnt that 
Language: But, inas much as he ſaw that the people 
had neither h«#ds nor hearts, neither power nor vilto 
fight, toencounter ſo Potent an Adverſary , there- 
fore he bies them ſlavd ftill 3 thereby intimating un- 
tothem, that for the preſent there ſhould be wo need 
of their fighting ; God would take the caufe into his 
owne hand, fighting for them againſt his, and their 
Encmies.. In this ſenſe, the Prophet 7ehazie! ſpeakes 


2 Chron.zo, to Tehoſhaphat , andtothe reſt of the people in that 


2.Chron. 20. When they were -in a like condition, 


" their Country being invaded,,.and in danger-to be 


over-runne by a Potent'Enemy, whom they were not 
able to oppoſe; for their mms the Pro- 
phet relleth them , that there ſhould be no need of 


»/x7, Their fighting. . Tee ſhall not needto. fight in this Battell, 


ſet your ſelves , fland yee ftill;, Conſiitite, State, fend 
fill, fand, (faith he : ) therein no queſtion havingan 
| eye. 
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eyetothe words of Moſes here in the Text. In both 
which places, this word of Command, | ſtand ſt1l] te. 
ing ſo underſtood, it is tobe taken not tor a general 
Rule, but for a particul.r Dire &10n5 not ſhewing what 'F#'t bo pecu- 
others are to doe, or not todoe in tte like condition, Ck. 
but onely what they were to doe at that time. Tie fe. Lavater,in 
generall Rule doth not allow Chriſtians any ſuch * <2". 29. 
{tupid or carelefle ſecuritic, as that being in danger Ms 
they ſhould fend ſtil, caſting themſelves upon a »4- 
ked and immediate Providence, without the uſeof any 
meanes for their deliverance and fafetie. This they 
may not doe without an immediate warrant and di- 
re&ion from God. So had Moſes (no queſtion} here 
at the Red Sea, So Calvin interprets thoſe words 
which wee meet with in the 15 verſ. of this chapter, 
where it is ſaid ; that the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Where- 
fore cryeſt thou unto me ? Speake wnto the children 
of Iſrael, &e. Here the queſtion may be, when it was 
that the Lord ſpake this to Moſes? Whether before 
Meſes gave this incouragement tothe people,or after? 
Calvin inclines to the former, rendring the word , to 
avoidambiguity.(as he ſaith)in the Preterperfect tence, 
Dixerat autem ſchovah , And the Lord badſaid, viz, 
before that Moſes ſpake this to the people. Other- : 
wiſe ( faith he) How could Adoſes have made them {,9mmmylhs 
ſuch a Promiſe , given them ſuchan 4ſſaraxce > This ti eſt poterac 
he could not have dove , had he not firſt received a *# hrf> av 
promiſe from God. And upon that , it was that he Caty,ed :. 
grounded this his Direfien, bidding them to ſtand 
fill. And fo for 1thaziel there, the Text is expreſle ; 
God-had made his mind knowne unto him by imme- 
diate Revelation ; The Spirit of the Lord tame upon 2 Chron.zo, 
N 2 him, V.14, 


Exod,141 To 


96 Stand ſtil - On, 

hbims, ( (aith the Text) 4. e. thg ſpirit of Propheſie, 
And this it was which warranted and required this 
Conſiftencie , this flanding ſtill in the peop!e at thoſe 
times, which at other times 15 neither commendable 
nor allowable. At other times , where wee have no 
ſuch immediate Dire&ion , the Rule is , wp and be ds- 
5ng ; wait upon God in the uſe of meanes, ſerving his 
Providence by making uſeof ſuch meanes, ſuch in- 
ſiruments as God is pleaſedto afford, which unleſſe 
wee doe , wee cannot properly be ſaid to truſt God , 
but to rempt him. 

Sothen Moſes his-aime herein, bidding the peo- 
ple to fland ſtil, and wot to fight, isnot either to in- 
forme them what they might not doe, or what others 
ina like condition 9vg ht not to doe, but what they at 
that time ſhonld not #eedto doe ; they ſhould wot need 
to fight, So Calvin (as I told you) here interprets it 3 
Yerbo tandi wwlt quictes manere,in bidding them ftand, 

- (faith he) He would have them ts reſt themſelves quiet, 
As if be had ſaid (ſaith be). There ſhall be no need: 
for any of you to move a finger inthis ſervice : God 
himſelfe will undertake and effeR it, He wil fig ht for 
,Feſ.15, gow, (as it followeth inthe next verſe). working your 
ſalvation anddeliverance in an immediate way, with- 
out any aide or affiſtance of yours.. 

Obſer. This God c4» dee , and this ſometimes he doth, 
Got cnns worke immediate ſalvation and deliverance fir his people. 
worke imme- He can doe it, God whotyeth us tothe uſe of means, 
anc falvati hath left himſelfe free. Being Lord of the creature, he 
vole, Can Worke with it, orwithout it. Such is the abſo- 
|= —FFY luteneſſe of, his power, that he ſtandeth not in need 

of- inſtruments to worke by. An cvidence hereof 
We 
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we ſee in the firſt of his workes, his worke of Creat- 
ow, which was the immediate efflux of a Divine Power, 
the iſſuing out of a 4%ws,a power Or veriue from God, 
(likethat which iflued out from our Saviour in the ,,, , .< 
dayes of his fleſh, whereby he wrought thoſe miracu- 
lous Cures) cauſing things to exiſt which before were 
not. In this worke God had none to co-operate with 
him,no means,no infliram?!s towork by, VV hat he did, 
he did it aloze; He alone fpreadeth out the heavvens,((aith 
lob) Job 9. I am the Lorathat maketh all things , that 1? 9-3. 
fretcheth forth the heavens alone hat ſpreadethabroad the 
earth by my ſclfe, Iſa, 44. Onely he ſpake, and it was 1794.44.24, 
done ; what he did in the Creation of the world , the 
like ke can doe inthe Government of it; Create Pro- 
vidences, Command deliverances , that is the Pſzl- 
miſts expreſfion, Pſat. 44. Thos art my King, © God, pral,44.4, * 
command deliverance, (command ſalvations ) for Tacob, 
This God can doe, procure full ſalvation , abſolute 
deliverance for his Church and people, and that one- 
ly by his word, 
2. Why then doth he make uſe of i»/{r ments and : 
ſecondary cauſes ? Whythendorh 
A. This he doth, not out of any need he hath- of f< make uſe of 
them.. 'o» #eMpmrr nin , It iS Panls ſpeech to the &the= infant, 
wians concerning the true God , He #& not wor ſhipped A. 
with mens bands, as though be neeaed any thing, he nee- _ becauſe 
dcth neib2er us, nor our ſervices , being in himſelie xViowy my. 
conlrres, ſelfe- ſufficient, That hee doth make uſe of 417.25, 
meanes and inſtruments, in conveying mercy to his: 
Church and people, hedath ir, 
Firſt, Out of the {bertie of bus owne will, God we ts 
know is Agens liberrimas, the moſt free Agent, work- H—_— 
3 ing bertie of his» 
owne will.. 


Ephch is To 


Rom,2.14- 


2. 
Far the good 
of the Uni- 


yerle. 


Hoſ.2.21.22- 


e. 


3. 
To purhono 
ſtr 


u pon 1n 


ments, 


honour upon him, 


9F Stand ſtil. or, 

ing all things ( as the Apoſtle re!!s us ) ww »h fevio 
*% Icnbume » according to the connſell of hs owne will - 
Nor being tyed to any conſtint tenour or manner of 
working, as naturall Agenrs are , which ever worke 
one and the ſame way. True it-1s, God hath fer down 
an order {or the creatures to obſerve, and worke ac- 
cording to, which wee call Nature, Andrhis is a law 
tothem, (as Paul{ith of rhe Gentiles, They are 4 law 
to themſelves, viz. in regard of the /aw of Nature 


written in their hearts , the Rules and DiGares 


whereof they follow) but not ſo to God the Law-g7- 
ver ; who being above his Law, (ſo is every abſolute 
Law-giver) may diſpence with it working above Na- 
rure, or 4gaz#ſt Nature, as it pleaſeth him, having 
herein no Kale but his owne Wt#, 

Secondly , This Fe dath for the good and benefit of 
the Vniverſe of the whole. Making uſe of meanes 
and inſtruments in conveighing of mercy , that ſo 
therby he miglit(as it were)engage the creatures one to 
another, by making them beholding one to another : 
The Heavens ſhak heare the Barth , and the Barth ſhall 
hare the Corne, and Wine, and Oyle, and they ſhall heare 
1ezreel, Hoſ.2. One creature beholding to another, 
as members inthe naturall body , all for the goodof 
the whole. 

Thirdly, Againe (thirdly) this hee doth ſome- 


ur times that he may put ſome ſpeciall honour upon ſome 


initruments, Thus hee maketh uſe of Xoſes inthis 
great expedition, in bringing his people out of Egyps, 
and dividing the Red Sea, not that he had anymore of 
Moſes ,- but tothe end, that he mighr pur a ſpeciall 


| Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Againe (in the laſt place, to name no 
more) this he doth for examples to us, toteach us Forour cxame 
what we are to doe, viz, to make uſe of ſuch meanes 
and inſiraments as his Providence ſhall reach forth 
unto us. For theſe Reaſons (amongſt other) God is 
pleaſed for the molt part ro make uſe of meanes and 
inftruments in bringing his purpoſes to paſle, which 
yet (if he pleaſed) he could effeR in a more immedi- 
ate way,onely.by his word, This he can doe, 

And this ſometimes he doth, command immediate 
ſalwvations and deliverances for his people , doing the 
worke himſelfe «/one. Thus did the eternal Sonne of 
Godeffe& that great worke, that great deliverance for 
his EleF, their deliverance from Hefand Death, this Meb. 1.3 
he did a/oze. Heby himſelfe purged our finnes. And 
thus God ſometimes worketh temporal ſalvationsand 
deliverances for his people by himſelfe alone, ſhut. 
ting out the creature 3 Even as Peter when he went a- 
bour the rayſing up of Dorcas to life againe , be put ag,g.,o. 
ont all that were in the chamber with him, (as the Pre» 
phet Zlijhes had done before him in rayſing up the 
widdowesſoune.) Thus God ſometimes,in working a : King: 4:33; 
ReſurreFion (as it were) for his Church and people, 
inworking ſome great worke , ſome eminent delive« 
rance ſor them, he ſhuts the creature out of doores , do» 
ing the worke himſelfe a/ove, without their helpe, or 
the helpe of any inſtruments. Thus did hee worke 
this deliverance here for his people 1ſras! at the Red 
See , not making any uſe of them , otherwiſe then as 
ſprators , as lookers on; Stand flill , and ſee ( ſaith 
Moſes) See. what. God will doe for you , without 
900. 

Great-: 


- WOO 


C»d doth 
gem lungs 


-- - Stand fill : or, 
Gredt are the things which God doth for hu people 


Mr his people Without them: He Magethem without them , he Re- 
without them, deemed them wirhout them. In both which they 


Fhil. 2.14. 


Mat,20.3., 


were meere Patients, not contributing any thing , e1- 
ther to their owne Creationor Redemption 3 no more 
doc they to the firſt af of theit Converſion , wherein 
they are meecre pat tents, onely ſuffering God to work 
upon them 3 themſelves in the meane time by their 
n»atarall power working nothing, unlefle it be to hinder 
the worke of Grace what they can. Such they are in 
the firft aft of Converlion. Truc indeed, afterwards 
being wrong ht upon, they worke, Being quickned and 
renewed by Grace , now they co-operate and worke 
together with it. Being quickned by preveriens 

race, they now co-operate with ſubſequent grace 3 
ut in the firſt a& they were meere Patients, A truth 
(methinkes ) not unfitly illuſtrated and ſhadowed 
out by the manner of Gods dealing with his people 
Iſrael here in bringing them ro Canaar, Being once 
paſſed through the Red Sea, thenthey march and fight, 
and make their way by the Swor4 through the midſt 
of their Enemies ; but before that , they ſtand ſtill, 
being inthe frſt worke which God here wrought for 
them, meere Patients, Thus the Lords people, being 
once tranſlated from death-to hfe, being once regerera- 
red and renewed, then they move andworke , fighting 
againſt ſinne , they make their way towards the Hea- 
venly Canaaw, wniittens, working out their owne ſalva. 
Zion : But before-that, 'whenthe'Grace of God firft 
meeteth with them, ir findeththem finding fill, Tike 
the Labourer: (or rather Loitere#s) inthe Goſpel, thar 
flrod fill, ſtood idlein the market-place , 45, or” 

oing 
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doing nothing 3 nay, that which is more, having nod. 


therwill nor power ro doe anything for themlelyes, 
but meerely in a paſkve capacitic, onely ſuffering 
God to worke for them, inti:em, and upon them, 
Theſe workes God worketh tor his people wihour 


them, 
And (toreturne tothe caſe in the Text) after 
ſame manner ſometimes he worketh temporal dl, 


the 
TVEe- 


raxces for them , making little or no uſe of them , or 


their indeavours in theeffetingof them, 
Which he doth (it you will know the Reaſon of 


it) 


the glory to himſclſe, It is the Reaſon whichthe A po- 
tle giveth , why God maketh choice of weake and 
deſpecable meanes to effe& and bring to paſle great 
matters by 3 the Fooliſh things of the world to confound 1 Cor.1,17,28, 


the wiſe ; The weake things of the world to confound the *9: 
mightie; Baſe and deſpicable things, yea , things which 
were wot , to bring tononght things that are : This hee 


doth (faith the Apoſtle) to the end , That no fleſh 
ſhould glory in hs preſence, Should God alwayes take 
the creature along with him, and make ir a ſharer or 
partner in the morke , happily it would be ready to 
ſteppe in, a9d pretendtoa ſhare in the Homovr ; but 
being ſometimes (hut out from the one, it is thereby 
excluded from the other 3 that , according ( as it is 
written) Hethat elricth , may glory in the Lord, This 
it was that God hadan eye to bere inthe Text. His 
defigne was to get himſelfe Hovowrz Honour upon 
PFharoah and his Heaſt in their deftradGion, So you ,. 
have it in the fourth verſeot the chapt. repeated a# p79. 


gaine verſ, 17, 1 will be honowred upon Pharoah, and 
O ; 


wp- 


8 


: . Reaſf. 
chiefly , that by this meanes he might /#7propriate aff That he might 


impeopriate 
all che glory, 


verſ.laſt » 


3O2 Stand ftill: or, 
on all his Hoaſt, &c, Honour upon his prople in their 
ſalvation and deliverance. And to this end, he here 
taketh the worke into his owne hand, bidding the 
people ftand ſtill, and let him alone 3 that fo, all the 
honour of that dayes fervice might redound wholl 

unto himſelfe , that he might 7 r:umph Glorionſly as 

Cbap.r5.z- You have it inthe firſt verſe of the following chape, 
Thus you ſee the truth of the point , and with all 
ſome Reaſon for it, God can worke ſalvation for his 
people without them, which ſometime he 4th, and 
that for the impropriating of all theglory. 

Applic. That which remaines is the Application, which I 
ſhall dire@ in the firſt place ( following the ſtreame 
of the Text) by way of incouragement. 

#ſe 1. Can God worke immediate (alvations for his peo- 
Incourage- ple, ſaving and delivering them by his owne hand, 
went in rails jy {rhout their helpe, or the helpe of whatever inſtru- 

ments > Let this meditation ſerve to Seare wp the 
hearts and fpirits of the Lords people in the midſt of 
all their ſtraits and exigents , whether private or pub- 
lique , when dangers and difficalties ſurround and in- 
compaſle them, and meanes and in#ruments , ({uchas 
they looked at) ſeeme to failethem, ſo as in theeye 
of reaſon their caſe ſeemeth forlorne and deſperate, 
yet even now let them ſfavd ſtill, not cating away theiy 
hope and confidence , knowing that God is not tyed to 
meanes or inſtruments. He can worke by them, and 
he can worke without thera. Andthen is his time to 
worke , when meanes and inſtruments faile : Y6/ 
humanum deficit, ibi incipit divinum auxilinm; Where 
humane helpe ends, there divine begins , where the 
greatere leaves , there the Creator takes : When my for 
Fer 
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vp, (faith the Plalmiit.) Though they calt me our 


ther and my mother forſake megthen the Lord will take me pry 4 


yet the Lord will gather me : The Lordgathererth the yg 1p s, 


out-cafts of Iſrael, Plal. 147. Expulſos, Ejefas ; roſe 
That are caſt and driven out as Exiles, from houle 2nd 


home 3 Inceria ſede vagantes, wandring as thole Pri- Heb.ri.3y; 


mittive Saints are ſaid todoe , not having any certaine 
habitation, but expoſed tothe wide world (as we lay) 
ſuch the Lord gathereth, Stepping into his people 
in the midſt of their greateſt ſtraits andextremiries; 
then ſhewing himſelte ro rhem moſt clearly , moſt - 
gloriouſly , perfeQing bis Power, his Goodnefe, in 
their weakneſſe, their wants. 

Whatever our condition then be, though wee be 
ſtripped never fo nakcd of all humane helpes and 
creature-afi. ſtances , yet deſpaire not, 1f God have a 
purpoſero ſeve us , to deliver us , his counſell ſhall 


ftand, his purpoſe ſhall take place, My connſell ſhall Was. 


ftend (ſaith the Lord) and 1 will doe all my pleaſure, 1 


have ſpoken it, I will alſo bring it to paſſe, I have purpoſed #1[-re, 


it, I wif alſo doe it, Take wee this for an univerſall 
Truth, and build npon it; whatever God hath pur- 
poſed to doe , whether againft his Enemies or for his 
people, it mattersnor ; what ſeeming #improbabilities or 
impoſſibities may croſſe the way of his Providence, it 
ſhall be performed. Ir is that which the Prophet 7e- 


remy ſaith concerning Babylon, Jer. 51, Every purpoſe Jer.$1.25. 


of the Loyd ſhall be performed againſt Babylon, What 
he there ſpeakes of the //teraZ, it may as truely be 


faid of Myſtical! B-bylon, One purpoſe of the J.ord 8a5ylonfhall 


ſhall be performed againſt Baby/ov, Now wee know 


what the Lord hath purpoſed concerning it ; Babylon, 
O 2 it 


104 Stand ſtill: or, 
Jevel.18.z, it i fallen, it & fallen: It ſhall certainly fall , it ſhall 
ſpeedily fall , both imporred inthat phraſe and man- 
ner of ſpeech. And this purpoſe it ſhall be perfor- 
med, It matters not what Babylon it ſelfe be , though 
ſeemingly never ſoimpregnable,(Such rhe Eattern Ba- 
bylos was , and ſuch the We#tern Babylon is ) yet this 
ſhall not fruſtrate or make void the purpoſe of God, 
Bab;lon the Great ts fallen : Though Great for Power, 
Great for Iuriſ4;&tion , Great for Wealth , Great for 
Hononr and Repntation, Great for Friends and Allies, 

. yet Babylon the Great is fallen. 
ferafalemibal On the other hand, we knoiv what God hath pur- 
- a — poſed concerning his Church , Iernſalem ſhall be eſta- 
"mi bliſhed, and made a praiſe in the earth, Ila. 62, The 
Wa, 2.2, Mountaine of the Lords hogſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the 
topof the Monntamns, and ſhall be exalted above the Hills, 
Iſa, 2. Abovethe Hzls, I, above thoſe ſeaven Hills, 
Revel.r7.9, Whereon the womay in the Revelation is (aid to fit, 
whereon the Cite of Rome is built; The Church 
ſhall be clevatcd and lifted up above.ail Romiſh Power 
| and InriſdicF:on, This is Gods purpoſe corcerning 
)/ Babylon,and concerning Sion ; the one thall Fall,the 0- 
| GodeanCre- ther ſhall Riſe 3 & this ſhall come to paſſe. It matrers 
thongh at the preſent we ſee no caves , no likely 
inftrumests to eff: & this great worke : God can if he 
pleaſe Create both , rayſe up both in an 1nſtznt. A 
Zach.1.18,19, {ruth excellently repreſented and ſet forth unto Za- 
20,27, chary ina viſion , the viſion of the foxre Horne, and 
foure Carpenters, Lach. 1.1 ift up mine eyes, ((aith the 
Prophet) and ſaw , and behold foure Hornet, vert. 18. 
4nd the Lord fhewed me foure Carpenters, verſ. 20, 
Now, what were thaſe foure Horwes ? Vhy the Ewe- 
wore? 
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wies of the Church, as the 19 verſe expounds it; 
which are called Hornes for their Power , and faid to 
be foure in reference tothe foure parts of the World, 
Baſt , Weſt , North, and South, fromall which they 
come, (as the Geneva Gloſleexplaines it.) And what 
are the Carperters? Why , inſtruments rayſed up by 
God to break &batter thoſe Horns,to oppole,toover- 
throw that adverſe power, (fothe laſt verſe cxplaines 
Xt) and they againe arc ſaid to be foure, to import an 
equalirie of power and ſtrength. Thus when God 
hath aworke todoc, be it to beat downe Babylon , Or Where God 
buildup Ierwſclem, he can rayle up Carpenters , infiru- _ pgs 
racnts that ſhall be ſufficient ſor the worke, It may wane no Car- 
be , making uſe of weane infiruments to effect great Peners. 
matters by 3 Trumpets of Rams Horne to lay the walls — 
Ter:cho flat : Nay more,rather then faile, he both can, 
and will worke w#hoat inftrumests. Hee hath done 
it, he cavdoe it and ratherghen Þis purpoſe ſhould 
not ſtand, he wi# doe it : Though inſtraments faile, ji, Þ., won 
yct the Promiſe ſhall not faile : Though the Carpen. worke waiwut 
ters ſhould not ſtrike a ſtroake , yet God hath wayes © 
ro take off the Hornes of his Encmics : Though the 
Church ſhould be deſtitute of all humane proteRi- 
on , yet God bath wayesto deliver it, to ſecure it, 
Expreſle is that 6f the Prophct Efay, Ila. 4, The 145-6: 
Lord will create upon every dwelling place of Mount Si- 
on, and upon her 4(ſemblies 8 cloud and ſmoakeby day, 
and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night ; alludivg ( as 
you know) to the Pillar of the Cloud , and of the Fire 
which went before the Iſraelites in the wilderncſle, 
pledges and tokens of Gods gracious protection and 
direttion. Theſe (faith the Prophet) the Lord will 
| O 3 ” cate, 


266 Stand flill : or, 


Create, Now to Create, you know what it js, Viz, tO 
rig ſomething out of nothing, to worke (as I faid) 
without mcanes, Without 1B//ruments, And thus, rather 
then faile, God will worke ſalwaeriow and deliverance 
tor 1s Clurch, he will Crexce 1r, bring it out of #0- 
t-n2 , cfiect ir without any {uch meanes or inſtru- 
ments as it may be our eyes ate fixed upon, 
my Which Jer it ſerves as for the bearing up the 
'4 I» . : 
Couticy, oo Bearts of the Lords people in the midſtof theſe droo- 
raceotf our Ping and dcubtiuilrimesz So (tn che ſecond place) 
eyes rom 39” forthe taking Off their eyes from looking roo much 
at inſtzumes, at Meanes , (OO inuUch at inifruments 5 2 thing which 
generally we are verya&ttrodoe, And there is it that 
tr pulſes beat fo uncqually , that there is ſo much 
«ncvenxe{ 1m our {pirits 3 they are up and downe, 
like wel!; digged upon rhe Sea ſhore neere the high- 
water marke, which riſe and ta!! according as the tide 
cbbs and flowes. Even thus 15 it generally with our 
ſpirits, they Riſe and Fallwith the Tag, and current of 
meanes and infruments, When the Tide commeth in, 
meanes and inſtruments appeare tous , foas wee ap- 
prehend things outwardly in a hopetull condition, 
then our ſpirits are up 3 but if there be a ſlake of 
them, preſently they are downe againe, Thus it 
ſhould notbe , and thus it would not be , did we not 
live more by Senſe then by Faith, Faith will rell us, 
that GoJs decrees and purpoſes , they doe not Stand or 
Fall to ſceondary canſes. That which God hath purpo- 
ſedro doe, he can doz it, he will doe it; he will carry 
through his owne worke. 
Ged will car- Bring wee it home to the particular caſe of the 
r7 through his xc ;97 dome , at the preſent ( as fad a caſe as everthis 


ewne worke 1 


this Kingdom. King- 
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Kingdome ſaw.) If God have a gracious purpoſe 
towards it, to ſaveand deliver his people,ro 6#1/4, and 
to plant, and topurge his Church, to eſtabliſh his Goſ- 
pell,to ſettle Trath and Peace amongft us, it is not the 
deficiency of whatever i=ſtruments that ſhall hinder 
the worke, It is that which Moſes here tellerh 
the Iſraelites , that God having a purpoſe toget him- 
ſelfe honour in their deliverance and his Enemies de- 
fraction, this he would doe, though none of them 
ſhould lift up a hand to the worke, Let them ftavd 
fill, yet ſhall nor that hinder Gods deſigne. Quam- 
tnmus torpeant velut examines, (it is Calvins expreſ- 
ſlonupon the Text) Thouzh they ſhould be fo ftapi- 

{24 and benummed with their faithleſle feare, as thar 
they ſhould not be able to move a hand, to ſtir a foot; 
yet, [z uno Deo ſatis preſidii, God alone was able to doe 
the worke for them , and he would doe it without 
them. Apply it to our owne preſent condition, 
Suppoſe it thoſe inſtruments which hitherto have 
ſhewne themſelves moſt a&ive for the good of the 
Church and State amongſt us, that ſome of them, nay 
«{ of them ſhould fal sf, (as ſome of them have 
done) or betaken off, (as others of them have beene) 
yet ſhall not this hinder Gods defigae: Mans defigne 
1t may, but Gods it ſhall not, Whatever mercy God 
hath intended towards his people in this Nation, he 
will cffe& it, though there ſhonld be never ſogreat 2 
deficiency in meanesand inftruments. Though both 
we and they ſhould ſtand ftill, yet God will carry on, 
and carry through his owne worke, 


A truth , anundoubted one, but let it not be mif{- No ground of 
conſtrued , as if my aime in delivering it were to {curivs. 


make 
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make any of us/ecere, either cereleſſeor ſeareleſſe, or 
to take off the edge of whatever warrantable in- 
deavours for the furthering of what we deſire, and 
hope God is abour ro doe for us. No, I have received 
no ſuch promeſc trom God, as Moſes ere had, to war- 
rant me 1n giving this advice to you that he doth here 
ro them, to bid you ſtand fill, This diredion of his, 
(as Ltold you) it was in this particular an extrasr ds. 
nary , not to be drawne inte Preſident by others ina 


| like condition. In an ordinary way , that of the Fa- 


Chriſtianscal- 
led to their 
Prayers, 


ther holds true ; He that made gw, withont ws , will wot 
ſave ws, without 16, He ſpake it (I know) of Eternal, 
but it is no lefſe true of Temporal ſalvation, Ordina- 
rily God maketh uſe of our indeavours inthe obtain- 
ing of thoſe mereies which kimſelte intendeth to be. 
ſtow upon us. And therefore, farre bee it from me 
ro perſwade, much more to command any in this ſenſe, 
in theſe bulie and ative times to and irlf, Some 
dire&tions I acknowledge (as occaſion hath beene of- 
fered ) I havetendred unto you for the regulating and 
ordering of vour motions, that they might be with 
ſafetie and beautie, as the motions of a well-ordered 
Armyare: Bur never did this word of Command yet 
fall from my mouth inthis ſenſe to bid you fland fill; 
neither was it ever my purpoletotake you off from 
whatever warrantable 1ndeavours, th-t mi2hr be ſub- 
ſervient tothe Providence of God in obtaining what 
we deſire ard hope for. Herein I ſhall rather lift 
up my voice like a Trumpet , incouraging you to the 

worke. 
Calling you firſt to your Prayers, Theſe are the 
moſt proper and moſt #ryed weapons of the Church 
Preces 


A Bridle for the Times. 109 


Preces & lachryme, Prayers and Teares, You that 
have doneany thing this way, ſfavd'not you ftifl, Goe 
on, and advance, making your approaches neerer tothe 
Throne of Grace, which is at this day ſtrongly beſie- 


ged by an Army of Supplianis. Tou that are the Lords 1fa62 6. 


Remembrancers, give him wo veft : Tou that make menti- 
on of the Lord, keep not ſilence,doe not you ſtandſtill: do 
not you hold your peace, For Zions ſake 1 will not hold 


my peace, aud for leruſalems ſake 1 will not reſt, antillthe #914 .v.1, 


righteouſneſſe thereof goe forth as brightueſſe , andthe 
ſalvation thereof as a burning Lampe, In this way [ 
ſhall exhort and ftirre up all the Lords people (my 
ſelfe amongthereſt) not onely to comtinae , but to 
double their indeavours, 
Neither ſhall I confine you to your Prayers onely, 
I remember what the Lord faidto /oſhuab, when hee 
and the Elders of Iſrael were fallen upon their faces 
to the carth before the Arke, bewailing that unexpe- 
Qed Repulſe which ſome of their forces had received 
at dye, where their men were beaten off with the 
loſſe of ſome of them , tothediſcouragement of the 
whole Army ; The Lord finding 7oſhuah in this po- 
ſture, he ſaith unto him, verſ. 10. Get thee up, where- 
fore lyeft then here upon thy face * What , might not 
Ioſhuah doe what he did > Might he not pray and 
bumble himſelfe before God , in ſuch a caſe as that > 
Yes, he might doe it, he ought ro doe it, there being 
no readier way to ſtay or prevent judgment then rhis, 
But this was not enough, there was ſomething elſe to 
be done ; Alio remedis opw erat, (ſaith Calvin u pon it) 
there was 2nother Salve to be applycd to that Soare, 
And what was that > Why, there was an 4cban inthe 
P Campe, 


Bur notconf- 
ned to them, 
Joſh. 7,6. 


Verſ.1e, 


Verſ.12. 


iO 


Campe, who by his medling with that execrable th,,,, 
contrary tothe expreſſe command of God, had made 
the people execrable , laying the whole Conpregatt- 
on under a Curſe. Andthis it was rhat muſt be ta- 
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ken away 3 otherwiſe 1-ſhuahs prayers , though able ro- 
arreſt and ſtay the Sywne in the Firmament of Hea- 
ven, yet could they nor be able to ſtay the courſe of 
Gods judgements. Beloved, thus ſtandeth the caſe 
with us at this day: The judgements of God being 
gone out, and having broken forth upon us in a moſt 
terrible manner, Prayers and Humiliations are requiſite 
and neceſſary (never more). but-not ſufficient. Alisre- 
medioops eft, There is ſomething elſe tobe done,v7F, 


Take away the taking away of the Execrable thing from amongſt 
the Exccrable ys, that accurſed thing which hath provoked the eyes 


thing, 


ofour God againſt us. Unleſſe this be taken away, all 
our Prayers and Humiliations, though never fo fre- 
quent, never ſo earneſt, yet will they not be available 
to the ſtopping of the courſe of judgement. And 
therefore let me ſpeake unto all the Lords people, as 
the Lord there to [oſhuah, Get you up, wherefore lye you 
pon your faces ? Not but that you may dee this, and 
ought todoe it ; but this is not enough , there is more 
to be done then this. There is an Achax., many 4- 
chans amongſt us3 Execrable Perſons-(fay ſome) I 
excuſe not them 3 Execrable#hizgs (fay I) Accuried 
Sinnes, Accuſed Abominations , which , whatever in 
the Toleration or Connivance, ſure-l am, in the practice 
they are no lefle then N.at:onall,baving over-ſpread all 
places, and all ſorts of perſons Surelytheſe arethe 
Achans, the chiefeſt Troublers of this our 1ſrael.Noww, 
untill theſe be taken away, taken off fromthe head of 
the 


/ FT9e 11S. 0h 


the Nation,by a Generall,a Nationall Reformation, wee Indeavouring 
cannot expedt that the courſe of judgement ſhould # National 


be ſtayed. In the feare of God, then let all of us up 
and be doing, doing what we may for the furtherance 
of this great worke 3: Every one beginnirg at home, 
reforming our owne Hearts, Lives, Families : Ther, 
doe what we may for the Reforming of others, One- 
ly every one in our places , Private perſons in their 
places, and Pablique perſons in their places 3 all mo. 
ving intheir owne ſpheares, none ſtanding ſtill, but all 
ſhewing themſelves 4#ive for God, and ative for the 
good of Chareh and State ; And that not onely by 
indeavouring the removall of 95facles out of the way 
of mercy (which is a great worke) but alſo by impro- 
ving all opportunities, a, 209 of all lawfu'l and 
warrantable wayes and meanes for the promoting and 


Reformarion, 


furthering of whatever gracious purpoſes and inten- £x06.14-15- 


tions our God may yet have towards us. 

This let us doe. As for others, if any have no 
Hearts, no wills tothe worke, (and, O that there were 
not roo many ſuch every where ! David tells us of 


ſome that # ated to be Reformed. Would to Godthere pfal,gory. 


were none of them amongſt us, who are ſo farre from 
furthering the worke of Reformation , as that they 
would = a doe what they can to hinder ir. Others, 
though happily they could be content with it, and it 
may be-wiſh it, yet they would by no meanes be leene 
ro have any handin it ; they have no hearts to appeare 
for God in any Cauſe of bis.) Now, as for ſuch, I 
fhall not ſtick to ſay unto them, as AXoſes hereto theſe 
faimt-hearted or falſe-hearted Iſraelites, (for ſurely ſuch 
there. were ſome amongſt them) fand you ftill z, ta-: 


P 2 Ling 
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king notice, that God hath no recd of you, nor of 
your indeavours to carry through his owne worke 
What he hath purpoſed, and determined to doe, hee 
can doe it, and he will doe it without you, His work? 
ſhall goe oz, though you ſtand ſtill, 

And thus I have at length (as I conceive ) given 
you the full ſenſe aud meaning of this comprehenſive 
word here inthe Text , and of the counſel couched in 
it, and inrended by it 5 Which, like that River of 
Eden, wee have feene branching it ſelfe into foure 
ſtreames , and every one of them affording unto us 
ſomewhat, both Seaſonable and Profitable, The former 
I am ſere of, the latter I ſhall pray for. 


FINTS. 


Errata, 
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